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How man stabbed 4 toddlers at davycare

There are several unan-

swered questions about

the incident, which

has drawnwidespread

condemnation from
‘parents, educators,

security personnel and

leaders. -

BY BENSON TUMUSIIME

as it premeditated oran acton
the spur of the moment? No :
one, not even the school ad- !
ministrators nor the policecan

' yet say; but the act of a 34-year-old man

yesterday left four minors dead at day-
. care centre in Ggaba, Makindye Divi- :

sion,south of Kampala City centre.

The man reportedly stabbed the
four toddlers to death at noon at Gga- :
ba Early Childhood Development Pro-

e.

Residents said the suspect posed as '
a parent«y,zet into the school, chatted :
briefly with the administrator before
attacking the children, only aged be-

tweentwo and three.

Several witnesses said the killer first !
entered the office of one of the school
administrators and paid Shs180,000 as
admission fees for his child. He report-
edly got out, encountered the toddlers

happily playing on the compound, pre-
tended to join them in their game and
suddenly attacked them.

“The killer first came to this daycare
centre two days ago to inquire about
the admission process. No one then
knew his intentions and this isvery bad
forus,”a witness said.

Neighbours yesterday said the killer
then tried to escape from the scene but
was quickly apprehended by the com-
munity.

“We alerted Ggaba Police Station and

it responded quickly and stopped the :
" residents from lynching the culprit, :
who they whisked away to the Kabala-
gala Police Station for interrogation,’a :

neighbaur said.

The police had to fire into the air to
disperse the angry crowd.

“It is heartbreaking to see this horrif-
ic attack at a daycare centre near Ggaba

Community Church, where innocent
children lost theirlives at the hands of a i

machete-wielding attacker.

"We thank the area residents, the po- :
lice and other security agencies for °

their swift response in bringing the sit-

uation under control. We continueto :

pray for the souls of the children we :

have lost, and for comfort and strength
for their families,’the witness said.
Mr Abas Byakagaba, the Inspector

General of Police, and other senior of- @ °

ficers visited the crime scene yesterday.

scene, informed this publicationthat

the'bodies had severe sharp object in--
- juries to the chest,neck and abdomen.
Mr Kituuma Rusoke, the police
spokesperson, confirmed the incident
in a press statement yesterday. He said- :
the police responded to a distress call :
that reported an individual who alleg-
edly attacked children at the daycare
- centre.

; = Mr Kituumarsaid the suspect is cur- :
: rently under interrogation as investi- :
. gations continue to establish the mo- :
¢ tive of the attack,and other relevant cir- f
cumstances surroundmg the vicious at- &

The police said four todd]ers one fe- -

male and three males, died in the in-

- famili

cidant. They‘identfzéd them as Kai-

Suspect at the school!s gate.
Police detectives, who visited the : x i

* .
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- Sserwange, 3; and Ryan Odeke, 2.

' tack. .
-“’The Uganda Police Force extends
its deepest condolences to the affected

efforts are underwayto enstre a thor-

Police arrest the suspect.

and assures the public that all *

Resadsnts said the §uapect

- posedasa parenf io getmto the, ~
school, chatted brieflyyvith the
administrator attacking- .
the children. Several witnesses -
said the killer first entered the”
office of one of the administra- -

. torsand paid Shs180,000 as ad-

mission fees for his. chlld. E

>

.
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= ough investigation and justice for the

‘- victims, further updates will be provid-

edasmoredetaﬂsema'ge”MrKlMuma :
. said.

Mr- Balaam Barugahara, the State

- minister for Youth and Children Affairs,
- utged the security agencies to investi- :
- gate the matter thoroughly to establish :

" “themotive of the attack and ensure jus-

: ticeisserved.
Mr Barugahara expressed his grief :
most unfortunate. We look forwatd to

n apost on X, formerly twitter, saying:

“wh

| *We continue to pray for tHe souls of the
- children we have lost, and for comfort
and strength for their families. I also
. urge that this matter isthoroughdy in-
:~vestigated so that thé motive is fully un-
- derstood and justice is served. No child
“deserves such senseless violence.”

-~

The Ministry of Education ard Sports * -

¢ (MOE) condemned the incident saying: -
¢ “The savage incident that occurred at

the Ggaba early childhood centreis the

centre

They say...

Baiaam Baru-
gahara, Youth
minister

This matter
must be tho-
roughly inves-
tigated sothat
the motiveis
fully understood
and justiceis
served. No child

_deserves such

senseless vio-
lence.

Ronaid Ba-
limwezo, Lord
Mayor-elect

Heartbreaking
to hearabout
the tragicloss -
ofinnocent lives
in Ggaba. My
thoughts are
with the families
and the com-
munity during
this painful time.
May they find
strength and
Jjustice prevails.

GénMuhoo-

zi Kainerugaba,
CDF

The suspectin
the Ggaba hor- .
rific attack
against child-
ren has already
been appre-
hended. We
shall push for
the death sen-
tence for this
criminal.

Robert Kyagu-
lanyi, NUP pre-
sident

My wife Bar-

bie and | have no
words for what
has happened
to four young

infant schoolin
Ggaba today.
We mourn with
the parents...
May God ease

_your pain.

the investigations report by the respon-
sible security services and possible rec-
ommendations on how the standards

of safety and security in institutions of

learning can be enhanced so that such
ugly incidents are prevented.”

“As a ministry, we commiserate with
the bereaved families and the school
community of Ggaba Early Childhood

Centre,’itadded.
Growingtrend

The 2025 Police Annual Crime Re- °
port,indicates that 4,238 homicide cas- :
es were reported in 2025,compared to :

4,329 cases reported in 2024.

The report shows victims were killed !

through assault, poisoning, arson,

shooting, domestic violence and mob
action, with a total of 4,268 deaths re- :
ported last year, with 3,397 listed as :
male adults, 550 female adulits, 173 :
male juveniles, and 148 female juve-

niles,

: Thomas Taye-

i bwa, Deputy

: Speakerof Par-
: llament

i My heartfelt

. sympathiesto
. the families of
: theseinnocent
. souls, the sch-
i ool communi-

¢ tyandallthose
children at their
¢ prayeristhat

¢ wedon't take

. this asamere

. isolated inci-

. dentbut rather
: areminderto

affected. My

revise safety

. measures at our

schools.

KAMPALA. Mr Simon Okurut was in
untold pain as he stood more than 50
yards away, watching helplessly as his
son lay motionless for hours on the ve-
randa of Ggaba Early Childhood Devel-
opment Programme.

It was well past midday, and the April
sun blazed over the school premises on
the outskirts of the capital Kampala.

Dozens of police officers stood guard
to block the public from accessing the

Derrick Nyeko, | schoolthathad nowturnedintoascene

. Makindye East | of crime after the incident that report-

. MP edlyhappenedbetween 11am and mid-
....................... day
Such cruelty Somebentovertomkephotogmphs of
against inno- the lifeless body while others stretched
cent childrenis tape lines across the ground, measuring
notonlyinhu- .| distancesasthough griefcould be calcu-

: manbutan at- lated.

i tackonthevery Inspector General of Police Abas Byak-
fabric of our agabawas also at the scene.
community. This | For the parents gathered, each click
tragedy must _of the camera and each measured step
alsoserveasa was salt in the wound because it on-
wake-upcall. | Iy stretched their patience and made
urge allinstitu- | themmore anxious.
tions nomatter “Please, allow us to go and I see my
how small, to child,” Mr Okurut, wearing a sky blue
prioritise safety, | shirt and dark trousers, pleaded with
vigilance, and the officers who blocked him and other
proper safe- parents from entering the crime scene.
guards. He knew, with a father’s instinct, that

~ the small body covered with a wrapper

was his son. And he was right. His two-
year-old son, Ryan Odeke, was the first
victim of the assailant’s knives.

The suspect, identified as Christopher
Okello,34, reportedly then turned his
blades on Kaise Alungat, 2; Gideon Ete-
ku, 2 and Ignatius Sserwange, 3.

Sserwange, Alungat, and Eteku sus-

; tamed injuries but died later in hospi-

Itwas not established why the suspect,
said to be from Nwoya District in north-
ern Uganda,committed the act as inves-
tigations are underway.

One of the first responders, Mr Ismail
Galabuzi, described the chaos that fol-
lowed, saying he was told that when the
suspect first stabbed the first child, the
school employees rushed to stop him
and ascuffle ensued.

“A male worker at the school made an
alarm calling for help. He attempted to
wrestle the suspect down and disarm
him. In the scuffle, the suspect lost con-
trol of the knives and was disarmed,”Mr
Galabuzisaid. .

“The suspect attempted to flee the
school by scaling the fence, but the secu-
rity team of a nearby school had arrived.
They pursued him. And with the help of
theresidents, they arrested him.”

The residents called in the police,
which arrived on time,and detained the
suspect.

Ms Annet Komugisha, a resident, said
community members and the child
caretakers rushed the three injured chil-
dren to Wentz Medical Centre, which is
near the school, for treatment. However,

* when word spread that they had died,

their grief turned to fury.

“When the residents found out that
the kids had also died, they became so
angry and demanded that the suspect
be given to them for mob action,” Ms
Komugisha said.

Mr Stanley Oketch, the legal represent-
ative of the school, tried to console the
grieving families.

“We deeply condole with parents. The
police have started the investigations.
The police will competently pursue jus-
tice,”Mr Oketch said.

He explained that the suspect had hid-
den behind the guise of a potential new
parent to carry out his heinous crime.

Kampala Metropolitan Police Spokes-

person Racheal Kawala said the suspect
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to the crime scene
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wrong did our children do?

had first visited the school two days ear-
lier;pretending to seek admission forhis :

child.
“The school administrators shared

with him the admission details.Then he :
returned today (Thursday). Upon arriv- :
al,hevisited the administrator and even :

paid Shs180,000 as the initial fees,” Ms
Kawala said.

But when leaving the premises, he al- :

legedly pulled out concealed knivesand : §

grabbed one child after another, stab- :
bing them repeatedly. The motive re- :

mains amystery

Police officers advised that Odeke’s
bodybeleft untouched to allow forensic :

experts to collect evidence.

Once the news of the suspect’s actions

were revealed to the members of the
public,they demanded that hebe hand-

ed over to them for punishment but po-

lice stood in their way.

“The residents wanted the suspect to

be burnt to death,”Mr Galabuzi said.

The suspect was carrying four knives. : §
The two knives that were left at the : E
crime scene looked tobeverynewand : ©

of the same make. They appeared to be '

professional kitchen knives.

call for reinforcement.

The suspect was then driven away by °

security personnel.

Parents from neighbouring schools :
rushed to the scene, desperate to see :
their children. Some tried to force their :
way in, but officers threatened to use :
force. A few were arrested, though later :

released once tempers cooled.

Police and residents struggled to re-
strain Mr Okurut, who could not bear

being denied access to his son’s body.

ents and the residents. They wanted to :

. heartbroken

When the police officers declined to :
yvield to their demands, the residents :
started demonstrating by blocking :
the roads with boulders and garbage, :
prompting the security personnel to :

One ofthe

parents. PHOTO/
IBRAHIM ;
KAVUMA

forcefully access the scene, but the sol-
. diers and the police officers blocked the

roads to prevent an escalation.
By 3pm, forensic experts had finished

- their grim work. Survivors were handed

i back to their parents. The atmosphere
. was thick with contradictions with
¢ tears of joy from those reunited with

their children,and wails of despair from

. those whose little ones would never re-
¢ turn home.

Mr Karim Kazibwa, the father of Ali

. Kakaire, recalled how he received the
. news while at work in Konge Village.

“When 1 heard the sad news, I went

intoa panic mood.Iran on foot to thls
: school to see my son,”he said.

Relief washed over him when he

. found his boy unharmed.“I am very
. grateful to the Lord that he has spared
. thelife of my child.It was God’s grace.”



