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Desabre finds 
faDloUS spot 
after 5% years 
First Impression. When Desabre was unveileq .. 
as the Uganda Cranes head coach in December' ,. 
2017, he arrived with confidence and purpose_ 

BYGEORGEKATONGOLE . 

DR CONGO ROAD TO we 
Caf group stage (Group B): 
OR Congo finished 2nd behind 
Senegal. advancing to playoffs. 
Results 
ORC 2-O Mauritania 0 -1 Sudan. 
1-1 Senegal. 1-0 Togo. 
1-0 South Sudan 2-0 Mauritania. 
4-1 South Sudan 2-3 Sene al 
1- 0 Togo, 1- 0 Sudan. 
CafPlayotfs: 
Semi-final: ORC 1-0 Cameroon 
Final: ORC 1-1 Nigeria (4--3 on pensL 
Inter· confederation playoff: 
ORC 1- 0 Jamaica (8 e t ) 
Placed in Group K with Portugal. 
Colombia and Uzbekistan 

N
early seven years after he first 
walked into the media sPotlight 
-at Fufa House in Kampala, Sebas­
tien Desabre has once again writ­

ten his name into African football histo­
ry by guiding the DR Congo to the 2026 
Fifa World Cup, ending a 52-year ab­
sence from football's biggest stage. The 
Leopards sealed a dramatic 1-0 victory 
over Jamaica in the inter-confederation 
playoff final at Guadalajara Stadium in 
Mexico, with Axel Tuanzebe SCOrllg in 
the 100th minute of extra time to spark 
wild celebrations. 

For football fans in Uganda, this 
achievement carries deep resonance. 

Desabre, remembered by Ugan­
da Cranes fans for his ambi­
tion, seems to have car- /" 
ried forward, the same " 
coaching philosophy 
that flrst unfolded 
here in East Africa 
The Ugandan 

chapter 
When Desabre 

was unveiled as the 
Uganda ·Cranes 
head coach in 
December 2017, 
he arrived with 
confldence and a 
clear sense of pur­
pose.At the packed 
press conference in 
Mengo, he toldjour­
nalists: "I am very 
happy to be in Ugan­
da. I am more than 
ready to serve Uganda 
Cranes.~ 

He also emphasised 
his belief in the value of 
local collaboration, ex­
plaining that his Ugandan 
assistants would be "the 
link between me and the 
atmosphere Oocal football)", 
and that he hoped to learn 
from them even-as he contrib­
uted his own experience. _ 

Desabre started playing philos­
ophy blended attack and organisa-
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Reviews 

WHAT TH GOAl. &CORI SAID 

Reflecting on his decisive goal, Tuanzebe said, "To get the ~ 
winning goal for the country, this is what, as ayoung.boy,. 
you dream about. It's happened for me, and I'm so very 
happy. I'm so proud of what I could do for my country.- He 
pointed to his father and brother among the fans celebra-
ting in the stands, a moment that underscored the perso-
nal and national pride of OR Congo's qualification. Oesabre 

-"also praised his squad's unity and r9"silience. 

tion. "I believe in the offen­
sive style ofplay,"he said, while 

stressing the importance of de­
fensive discipline "as you play 

your funcy football." 
His early messages spok~ of 

long-term development and profes­
sionalism - themes that would 

define his time in Kampala 
During his Uganda ten­
ure from December 2017 

to July 2019, Desabre 
led the Cranes to the 

2019 Africa Cup of 
Nations Round 

of 16, their best 
performance 

since 1978, af-
ter qualify­

ing with 
games to 

Fonner Uganda 
Sebastian Desa­

_~;q\le"CflE~d the thirst of 

spare. Highlights included four points 
in the Afcon group stages and a 2-0 
win over DR Congo, earning praise for 
both results and style. Despite the suc­
cess, his contract was terminated by 
mutual consent following Uganda's ex­
it from Afcon 2019, with Fufa recognis­
ing Desabre's contribution to improv­
ing the team's professionalism and or=-
ganisation. ~ 

The highlight of his tenure was secur-~', • 
ing the slot to the Afcon 2019 tourna-
ment, unbeaten with no goal conceded 
in five games and Uganda Cranes mak-
ing .the final short list for the Caf Na-
tional team of the year 2018 alongside 
Mauritania and Madagascar. 

ContinentaJjoumey 
After leaving Uganda, Desabre's man­

agerialjourney took him to Pyramids 
in Egypt, Wydad in Morocco, Cham­
ois Niortais in France, and in August 
2022 to the helm of DR Congo's nation-
alteam · .~ 

Under his leadership, the Leopards 
rapidly transformed into a compet-

itive side determined to rewrite 
their football history. 

The Leopards navigated a long 
Caf qualification campaign _.:::-' 
without topping their group but 
performed strongly enough to 
earn a playoff spot. '" 

After advancing throt!gh the 
Cafplayoffs against Cameroon 
and Nigeria, they faced Jamai­
ca in the inter-confederation 

final. 
In Guadalajara, Tuanzebe's ex-

tra-time header sealed DR Congo's 
place in the 2026 World CUp, making 
them the 10th African nation to qualify 
in the expanded 48-team to.urnament. 
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Results 
TwinbrookE g ·1Twawil 
Twinbrook E 9 ·1 Twinbrook SA 
Twawil 1.1Twinbrook SA 
Twinbrook E 6 ·4 Twinbrook OIT 
Twinbrook OIT 2-5 Twawil 
Twinbrook OIT 2·5 Twinbrook SA 

KAMPALA. After a sensation- : 
al opening weekend that saw 43 goals : 
scored, the 2026 Primary Schools Futsal : 
League returns to Twinbrook Inter- : 
national School Kiteezi this weekend : 
for its second matchday. Young players : 
from across K~pala and beyond are : 
eager to build on their first-week per- : 
formances, bringing attackingfJ.air,skill, : 
and youthful energy to the c6un once' : 
again. : 

This year's E:dition comes after. the : 
league was piloted in 2024 to test the : 
concept of a primary schools futsal : 
competition. The pilot showcased the : 
potential of young players and offered : 
a glimpse into what structured youth : 
futsal could achieve in Uganda Howev- : 
er, the league was not held iIi 2025, giv- : 
ing FAU tiIDe to strengthen its frame- : 
worlt and exp3rid participation fuiihis U: 

Primary Schools Futsal League promises more 

Big Break. Young stars in action during last weekend's Primary Schools F-utsal League at Twinbrook. PHOTO/COURTESY 

year. Twinbrook, a hub for young talent 
Twinbrook International School is 

equipped with a dedicated futsal facil­
ity, providing a high-quality venue for 
the league. -

FAU Chairman llamzah Jjunju said 
that primary schools must benefit 
from putting up game infrastructure 
that nurtures talent 1'rOm a young age. 

This term, fue-leaglle Win feature 

TwawilIslamic, TwinbrookSkiWng and 
Academy Centre, Twinbrook Elemen­
tary School, and Twinbrook DIT Cen­
tre. The league schedule is designed to 
give pupils maximum exposure, with 
six games perweek overthree days dur­
ing a term, t¥J>ically spread across three 
consecutive Saturdays. 

Jjuqju also Wieal~ Jans to develop 
Twinbrook into a futSarbub for chil-

dren aged six to 14, where structured' 
training and competitive opportunities 
will be available not just during term 
time, but also during holidays for acad­
emies and individual players. 

"Our vision is to create a home for 
young players where they can train, 
compete and grow their skills all year 

~=~~~1~0! 

Goalfest 
The opening weekend delivered an 

exciting mix of high:scoring encoun­
ters and tight matches. Twinbrook Ele­
mentary School set the pace with com­
prehensive victories, defeating Twaw­
il 8-1, Twinbrook Skills and Acade­
my 9-1, and Twinbrook DIT Centre 6-4. 
Twawil Islamic School and Twinbro­
ok Skills and Academy played to a 1-1 
draw, while Twawil Islamic School al­
so claimed a 5-2 win over Twinbrook 
DIT Centre. Twinbrook Skills and Acad-~ 
emymatched that 5-2 score line against 
TwinbrookDIT Centre. 

Twinbrook Elementary School sits 
comfortably at the top of the standings 
with nine points and a goal difference 
of plus 17. Twinbrook Skills and Acade­
my and Twawil Islamic School are level 
on four points. Twinbrook DIT Centre is 
yet to open its account, with zero points 
and a minus 16 goal difference. • 

League structure 
The league follows a structured pro­

gression through school grades and age 
groups. Term one will focus on P7 pu­
pils, who are 13 years old, while term 
two will involve P6 pupils agl!d 12, and 
term three will cater to P5 
are 10 and 11 years oklAtthemdaftbe 
year, the overall winner the league 
will bededared • 
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