
• 

SPORT . ~ . 

~ile~ ~Iaze~ ea~er MaKerere e~e promotion after ~~inij start 
By Chrispus Baluku By Patricia Turyahebwa the work of our coaches easy," ..................................................... ................ .. ............................... ... .. ... "But also the committ-

National basketball 
league 
Women 
T'hawks 72 D'phins 55 
Angels 73 N'isunsa 72 
Men 
T'hawks 70 D'phins 62 
Canons 82 Rockets 52 
Today, Lugogo 
Blazers v Canons 7pm 
Oilers '. v Saints 9pm 
Sunday 
Women 
Queens v N'isunsa 
12pm 
Angels v .Jaguars 2pm 
Men 
Jaguars v Sain~s 4pm 
Oilers · v Ganor.ls 6pm 

The first round of the Na-
tional Basketball League will 
conclude this weekend with 
games on Friday and Sun-
day, as the title contenders 
Namuwongo Blazers and 
City Oilers look to finish 
strongly. 

Namuwongo Blazers will 
be aiming to end the first 
round on a high when they 
face UCU Canons, while 
City Oilers are targeting an 
unbeaten run as they take 
on Rezlife Saints on Friday. 

Blazers have won nine 
of·their 10 games this 
season, underlining their 
domiriance. Their recent 
form includes convincing 
victories over Sommet BC; 
Kampala Rockets, UPDF 
Tomahawks, Rezlife Saints 
and JKL Dolphins. 

"We want to finish the first 
round strong and keep our 
momentum going. The team 
is focused, we are working 
hard, and every player un-
derstands the responsibility 
to deliver," Ivan Muhwezi 
said. 

The Blazers currently 
lead the standings with 19 
points, and a win against 
UCU Canons would cement 
their position at the top. 
However, a loss could open 
the door for City Oilers to 
overtake them, depending 
on results. UCU Canons, 
who are seventh, will also 
be fighting to finish in a 
better pOSition, and a win 
could push them closer to 
the top. five. -

City Oilers, on 'the other 
hand, have been perfect so 
far, winning all nine games 
played this season. 

Their latest victories have 
come against Victoria Crocs, 
UMU Flames, JT Jaguars 
and JKL Dolphins. 

"We want to finish the 
first round unbeaten. It will 
not be easy, but the team 
is focused to execute our 
game plan to maintain our 
Winning run," Edgar Muna-
ba said. .-
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Makerere University Sparks 
basketball team have once 
again proven the team to beat 
following their impressive 
performances in the FUBA Di­
vision One and Two leagues. 

The Sparks have registered 
six wins in six games, and 
they are detefIl).ined to main­
tain this winning momentum. 

Considering their journey in 
recent seasons, this remark­
able run is nothing short of 
outstanding. 

The question now is whether 
they can sustain this form 
throughout the end of the 
season. But what has' fueled 
this performance and do they 
have what it takes to remain 
consistent with all eyes on 
them this season? 

According to Denese Nabu­
gasha,their team captain, their 
dominance has been high­
lighted by the passion,hard­
work and commitment of 
players as well as the institu­
tion management. 

"Regardless of our busy 
schedules for classes, we 
spare time off passionately 
to work out on our shooting, 
dribbling skills which makes 
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Uganda Premier League 
Results 
Express 3 Police 1 
UPDF 3 Mbarara 1 
Today,4pm 
Lugazi v UPPC 
At Spm 
Vipers v Kitara 
Tomorrow 

. Calvary v Buhimba 
SC Villa v KCCA 

The Uganda Premier League 
title race takes centre stage 
undeI the floodlights of St 
Mary's stadium, Kitende as 
Vipers face off with Kitara 
today 

Vipers lead the standings 
with 50 points, four ahead of 
second-placed Kitara, making 
this encounter pivotal in shap­
ing the destiny of the title. 
Victory for the hosts would 
stretch their advantage, while 
Kitara could close the gap and 
ignite the title race. 

This fixture carries deeper 
meaning beyond points. Earli­
er this season, C\ dispute over 
the league format saw Vipers 
boycott a scheduled meeting, 
handing Kitara a controversial 
victory and leaving a sense of 
unfinished business between 
the sides. That episode has 
only heightened the intensity 

ment that comes with our 
management facilitation is 
top notch and if we keep the 
consistency, we are going to 
be champions which was our 
goal last year but we ended 
up finishing third" noted 
Nabugasha. 

Other notable insiders 
revealed to Vision Sport that 
other key reasons behind the 
Sparks' significant improve­
ment in performance is the 
imp-actof head coach Mavita 
Ali who is credited with trans­
forming the team both on and 
off the court. 

Nabugasha also testified that 
when Ali joined, the team con­
ducted only one training ses­
sion per day. However, she 
has since introduced a more 
rigorous program, including 
two daily training sessions, 
conditioning drills, and gym 
workouts to enhance player 
fitness and performance. 

"In her we do not only have 
a head coach,but a leader and 
a shoulder to lean on. She 
helps us to hang out, go for 
gym and that has improved 
our bonding as a team,"she 
added. 

surrounding this contest. 
On the pitch, Vipers have set 

the benchmark of consistency. 
Under coach Ivan Minnaert, 
they remain unbeaten domes­
tically, with key figures like 
Arafat Usama and Abdulkarim 
Watambala driving their title 
charge. Their recent Ugan-
da Cup triumph over NEC 
FC further underlines their 
resilience . 

Kitara, guided by Wasswa 
Bbosa, arrive equally confi­
dent with a blend of experi­
ence and attacking firepower 
led George Ssekaaba, Mu­
harrunad Shahan and Patrick 
Kaddu, that has kept them 
firmly in contention. Their 
emphatic Uganda Cup win 
over Express FC signals their 
readiness for the challenge. 

For several Kitara players 
with past ties to Vipers, this 
match adds a personal edge, 
turning it into more than just 
a title battle. 

Third-placed KCCA (45 
points) and fourth-placed 
SC Villa (41 points) will be 
keen observers ahead of their 
own clash tomorrow at FUF A 
Stadium, Kadiba. 

Their reverse fixture, played 
at Namboole during the 
boycott period, saw KCCA win · 
2-1 in an quiet atmosphere 
devoid of fans. 
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USSSA Zonal qualifiers 
Wakiso • 
Kakungulu' 2 Entebbe 2 
Buloba 0 Alliance 2 
Oxford 0 Boston 0 
St. Mary's 9 C. Rivival 0 
Standard 0 Brightland 0 
Zzana 3 Islamic 1 
Kawempe 1 Namboole 1 
K'ddondo 1 Ndejje 0 

The Wakiso District Education 
Officer, Primrita Nanyanzi, 
has called on school leaders 
and stakeholders to prioritize 
developing genuine student 
talent instead of relying on 
ineligible players. 

Speaking at the official 
opening of the Wakiso Zone 
secondary school qualifiers 

at Champions Playground in 
Matugga, Nanyanzi empha­
sized the role of sports in 
iden,tifying and nUrJUring 
learners' abilities. The event 
kicked off with an exciting 
match in which Kyaddondo 
Secondary School edged 
Ndejje High School Lubu­
gumu 1-0. She noted that 
sports remains a key avenue 
for discovering learners' 
potential, stressing that 
participation in games helps 
students grow beyond the 
classroom. "As a district, we 
continue to excel in sports 
because of the investment we 
put in our learners," she said, 
urging head teachers to avoid 
the temptation of fielding 
non-students through forged 
documents. 

The recent controversy 
surrounding the Mbarara 
City Marathon has highlight­
ed the growing problem of 
unsanctioned athletics events 
in Uganda, raising concerns 
about athlete welfare and the 
sport's integrity. 

A week ago, marathon or­
ganizer Dickens Friday Kaka 
was.taken into custody after 
allegedly ignoring directives 
from Uganda Athletics (UA) to 
halt the event. Despite official 
orders, Kaka went ahead 
with the marathon, sparking 
outrage within the athletics 
community. 

This is not the first time 
the Mbarara event has faced 
criticism. In the previous edi­
tion, winners reportedly left 
without receiving promised 
prize money, casting doubt 
on the race's credibility and 
organization. 
The Mbarara saga reflects 

a wider challenge across . 
the country. Numerous 
road races, often branded 
as marathons, are staged 
without proper sanctioning or 
technical guidance, exposing 
athletes to potential exploita­
tion. Under Uganda's new 
sports law, UA must sanction 
all athletics events to ensure 
compliance with standard 
regulations, including accurate 
route measurement, safety 
protocols, and guaranteed 
prizes. UA president Dom­
inic Otucet confirmed the 
federation had engaged the 
Mbarara organizer in advance. 
"We advised him to stage a 
half marathon due to limited 
prize money, seek technical 
support, and adjust the date. 
He ignored this guidance and 
proceeded without approval," 
Otucet said. 
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