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Pepsi Unive rsity Football 
League 
Semifinals 
First Leg 
Result 
Muteesa 0 SLAU 0 

Muteesa 1 Royal University 
.ana St Lawrence University 
(SLAU) played out a tense 
goalless draw in the first 
leg of their Pepsi University 
Football League semifinal 
clash at Kirumba Grounds 

in Masaka City, leaving the 
tie finely poised ahead of the 
return leg next Thursday. 

The decisive second leg 
will be held at Crown City 
Campus Grounds in Kavule, 
Mpigi District, where both 
sides will battle for a place in . 
the final. 

Despite failing to secure 
a home victory, Muteesa 
head coach George William 
Ssengabi remained optimis­
tic about his team's chanGes 
of progression of reaching 
the final. 

Teen ~ranes ur~e~ to raise stan~arns 
.~y. .~~r.~~.~~~_~~luku ....... ...... . 
FII=A U-17 Women's Wor(d 
Cup Qualifiers 
Sunday . 
Zimpabwe v Uganda 

Midfielder Sophia Musoke 
says the Uganda U-17 Wom­
en's National Team still has 
work to do to ensure success 
when they face Zimbabwe 
on Sunday. Musoke, who 
plays for New England FC, 
USA, joined the team on 
Tuesday at the FUPA Tech­
nical Centr~ in Njeru ahead 
of the FIFA U-17 Women's 
World Cup Qualifiers first­
leg match at Ngoni Stadium. 

"We should focus on off­
ball discipline and posses­
sion play, and sharpen our 
tactical approach to get a 
positive result in the first 
leg," Musoke said. 

"I am happy to be part of 
the camp. We are working 
t;irelessly to get a positive 
result in the first leg." 

The midfielder emphasized 
her personal role in support­
ing the team. "I want to sup-

port the team, help control 
the midfield, and ensure we 
execute the coach's plan on 
the pitch," she added. 

Head coach Sheryl Ulanda 
Botes highlighted the areas 
the team needs to improve, 
especially handling pressure 
and playing at a higher 
tempo~ "Training sessions 
have increasingly centered 
on structure, movement, 
and cohesion, which are key 
elements expected to influ­
ence performance against 
Zimbabwe," she said. 

"We have good players 
here, but we are going to 
fine-tune them to play at 
the highest level, at higher 
intensity, and be able to 
make better decisions under 
pressure, because there will 
be pressure," Botes added. 

"Zimbabwe is organised 
and competiti~, but we 
are preparing well to match 
them, stay diSCiplined, and 
t;lke our chances over the 
two legs," she noted. After 
this weekend tie, the two 
sides will meet again in the 
return leg on April 18. 

After going through the 
rigorous process of laying the 
turf, which included concret­
ing and laying the foundation, 
the engineers proceeded to 
furnish the VIP and VVIP 
areas, which are all class from 
the old Nakivubo, whose 
'pavilion' for VIPs left a lot to 
be desired. 

Before the major renovation 
that produced the current 
strucl.'bre, the old Nakivubo 
had outlived what constitutes 
a modem football stadium and 
could hardly host international 
matches. 

But the new Nakivubo has 
already hosted high-profile 
events like this year's East 
African Local Authorities 
Cultural Association (EALAS­
CA) Games, the CAF U-17 
AFCON-CECAFA Zonal 
Qualifiers, and the African Na­
tions Championship (CHAN) 
2024 Qualifier matches, the 
CECAF A U-17 Cup of Nations 
Qualifiers, and the Federation 
of African University 3X3 
basketball championship. 

This is in addition to other 
sporting events like boxing, 
as well as indoor sports like 
chess, Scrabble, pool tables, 

ably host. In need of night Perforated pipes beneath ...................................................... .. . 

football, that is no problem, as the stadium ensure it drains Saturday, 
the facility now has the capa- quickly. The field is also on The Parliament Lounge, 
bilities for night games. raised ground, up to five Nansana 

Well-furnished dressing meters from where the old Y. Babu (UGA) v 
rooms as well as a well- facility lay. In the old stadium, S. Nyamhanga (TAl) 
equipped gymnasium are a matches could fail to start on 
stark contrast to what the old time or be delayed whenever 
facility had. it rained, qS large parts of the 

During construction, the pitch would remain soggy, 
general manager of the stadi- requiring manual drainage 
urn in charge of the installa- using sponges and basins to 
tion works, Fahad S.'lemugen- clear water patches before 
ze, noted ·that the rampant play could resume. Torrential 
rain KamQala receives over rains always leave parts of 
a six-month period was one ' Kampala city flooded during 
of the reasons they opted for every rainy season.-When 
artificial turf at the facility, it comes to football grounds 
which was previously made of around Kampala, it not only 
natural grass. leaves the grounds soggy but 

He also noted that they also sometimes unplayable.-
would spend eight times as In the past, grounds like the 
much on maintenance costs KCCA FC ground at Lugogo, 
with the imported grass, the Muteesa 2 Stadium at 
which was the other option for Wankulukuku, Nakivubo, 
the facility. Kampala receives and, to a certain extent, the 
a lot of rain, and given the Namboole Stadium have 
area's history of flooding, always felt the effects. 
they didn't want to take any With the advent of artificial 
chances. turf stadiums, such flooding 

The stadium is in a low-lying and sogginess have been 
area and a collection pomt solved not only at Nakivubo 
for much of the runoff water, but also at Lugogo and at the 
which is why, even with the St. Mary's stadium in Kitende, 
artificial turf, there is a lot of where a match can no longer 
work done on the drainage be stopped by flooding. 

From surviving bullets and ,->­
detentions to staging a re­
markable comeback in Ghana 
against Britain's Leo Atang 
widely regarded as a future 
heir to Anthony Joshua under 
Eddie Hearn's Matchroom 
promotion. 

It is one of those stories 
worth to reckon about Ugan­
da's heavyweight prospect 
Yusuf'The Rolling Tiger' 
Babu who has lived a story 
defined by resilience and 
redemption. 

Now, Babu returns to the 
ring this Saturday, April 11 , 
at the Parliament Lounge in -
Nansana, where he faces Tan­
zania's Stephen Nyamhanga 
in a high-stakes showdo\vn 
aimed at reviving his career. 

The former national team 
captain is determined to 
bounce back from his devas­
tating first-round knockout 
loss to Atang on December 
20,2025, at Legon Sports 
Stadium in Accra, Ghana. 

KABAKA RUN RETURNS 
Since then, Babu has spent 

the l~ four months in intense 
preparation, tripling his train­
ing sessions and sharpening 
his focus for the upcoming 
bout. 

It is obvious the 2017 Bing-~­

wa wa Mabingwa middle-

.~y. .~~~~~~ .. ~~~~.~~~.~~~ ....... . 
The 1Gitikkfro of Buganda, 
Charles Peter Mayiga, has 
called on men to take a 
leading role in theffight 
against HIV/AIDS, in line with 
the Kabaka's vision of ending 
the disease by 2030. 

Speaking at the launch of 
the Kabaka Birthday Run 
roadmap at Muteesa I Royal 
University in Mengo, Mayiga 
emphasised that this year's 
theme marks a shift from 
preVious health campaigns 
that focused on issues such as 
fistula and sickle cell disease. 

He explained that HIV/AIDS 
has been prioritised because 
of its continued impact, with 
Kabaka Ronald Muwenda 
Mutebi II championing efforts, 
alongside UNAIDS, to curb 
new infections and protect 
vulnerable communities. 

Mayiga noted that the 
theme, "Men Against HIV/ 
AIDS to Save the Girl Child," 
highlights the critical role men 
play in preventing the spread 
of the virus, urging them to 
act responsibly and lead by 
example. 
"The Kabaka birthday run 
is a mobilisation tool which 
His Majesty is pleased to use 

to send the right messages, 
create awareness and share 
knowledge about the virus 
and its effects on people's 
lives,"' Mayiga added. 

The 13th edition of the 
Kabaka Birthday Run is _ 
scheduled for this Sunday, 
featuring 5km, 10km and 
21km races. The event will 
start and end at the Kabaka's 
Palace in Mengo. 
Meanwhile, Kiilllpaia 
Metropolitan North Regional 
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Traffic Officer Bruce Oinebye 
assured participants of safety 
during the run. He confirmed 
that police will be deployed 
along all routes to guide 
runners and manage traffic. 

He also urged participants 
to follow all guidelines issued 
by traffic officers and event 
marshals to ensure a smooth 
and secure event for everyone . 
involved. Kits go for sh25000 
at New Vision and Airtel 
offices. 

weight champion is seeking 
redemption to get his career 
back on track. 

"This is my moment to prove 
all my doubters wrong. I've 
been through tough times, but 
I'm back to revive my career 
and there's no turning back. 

"Expect to watch the Rolling 
Tiger many of the boxing 
lovers have been craving for. 
Trust me I'm going to serve 
this Tanzanian as a dish to my 
fans ."Saturday's contest will 
mark Babu's fifth profes­
sional fight since turning pro 
in 2022. He hilS previously 
defeated three of his last four 
opponents including Hud-
son Muhumuza, Tanzania's 
Alphonce Mchumiatumbo and 
DR. Congo's Yannick Katuta. 
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