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House Commissioner Mathias Mpuuga on Speaker 'of Parliament ace: "The Speaker issue is a matter for 
MPs. not the: NRM caucus! The NRM as a ~arty should have interest. but should respect the capacity of MPs to choose their leader." 

Parenting classes for yOilllg 
. fathers is a good initiative 

I
n Buyende District, thousands of men have been trained un­
der a family transformation programme aimed at reduc­
ing domestic violence, defilement, and early parenthood. 
The initiative ·known as Responsible, Engaged and 

Loving (REAL) ·Fathers Project is being implement­
ed as part of broader efforts to rebuild family values 
and promote positive parenting in Busoga Sub-region. 

The programme, which targets young fathers aged between 16 
and 25, trains them in gender-equitable practices, childcare,com-

: munication, and responsible fatherhood . 
. It is public knowledge that any form of crime that plagues 
our country usually has a number of underlying causes, one of 
which is social and family breakdown. Efforts to mend the fam­
ily unit are, therefore, a good route to take. And while the prefer­
ence would be to have young people stay in school, graduate, and 
get gainful employment before becoming parents,realities often 
fall short of such expectations. It would therefore be foolhardy to 
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ignore the presence of young parents and 
their struggles. 

While the police and the justice system 
must continue to play their role in main­
taining law and order and ensuring that 
the rule oflaw is respected and justice is dis­
pensed, it is important that values be in­
stilled in individual members of society to 
curb crimes. One way is ensuring that par­
enting is done th~.right way. However, like 
many other key aspects of community, par­
enting is learnt, improved, and polished 
over time. Programmes and initiatives that 
promote informed parenting are a good ad­
dition to the strengthening of the fabric of 
our society. 

The project, which is implemented by the 
Holistic Initiative for Community Develop­
ment (HOLD) Uganda, with support from 
Impact and Innovations Development 
Centre, Ministry of Gender, Labour and So­
cial Development, and funding from LE­
GO Foundation, uses mentorsbip sessions, 
home visits, group discussions, and commu­
nity outreach to promote responsible par­
enting and reduce violence. .,. 
It is reported that because of this pro­

gramme, a number of young men who par­
ticipated have become responsible, lov­

ing, and engaged with their families. They are reported to now 
be more involved in childcare, communicate better with part· 
ners, and there is an evident reduction in violent behaviour. 
It is such little ·known moves that help to holistically deal 
with the problems that society grapples with, which, if 
not dealt with at the grassroots, catapult into more com­
plicated cycles of crime that can hardly be unravelled. 

While training young fathers about responsible parenting 
might not directly solve the country's most pressing needs, such 
as unemployment, poor infrastructure, corruption, disease, poor 
healthcare,etc.,itis a small but undeniably important part of the 
multi-pronged approach to improving livelihoods and breaking 
destructive cycles at the smallest unit of the community,the fam­
ily. 
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Cartoon. Israeli forces carried out a devastating bombardment across Lebanon killing hundreds of people 
hours after a two-week ceasefire was announced 
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A city caimot be truly green if it is built 
on the ruins of its people~s livelihoods 

U
ganda's efforts to develop "green cit­
ies" and climate-resilient urban are­
as are,on paper, both timely andnec­
essary.Rapid urbanisation, flooding, 
and environmental damage require 
decisive ~licy measures. However, 

the current approach, marked by demolish­
ing makeshift structures and evicting street 
vendors, exposes a troubling paradox: Envi­
ronmental sustainability is pursued at the 
expense of social and economic well-being. 

Recent enforcement actions by Kampala 
Capital City Authority (KCCA),inciuding the 
relocation of vendors to designated mar­
kets,highlight this ongoing tension.Author­
ities report the creation of over4,500 stalls 
to accommodate displaced traders.How­
ever, this technocratic solution conceals a 
deeper structural issue; the informal.econ­
omy is no~ a marginal sector; it is the econo­
my for the majority. 

Street vending in Uganda is a vitalliveli­
hood strategy,especially in a context where 
formaljob creation fulls far short oflabow: 
market demand. 

Research shows that evicting street ven­
dors causes higher unemployment,lower 
household incomes,increased poverty, and 
a rise in crime. Income declines caused by 
displacement worsen poverty,creating ma­
jor shocks to livelihoods that are already 
delicate. 
Street vendors do not operate in isolation 

from the formal economy; they actively sup­
port it. Vendors attract foot traffic to estab­
lished shops, serve as last-mile distributors 
of goods, and generate demand spillovers 
that benefit registered bUsinesses. Their 
removal disrupts the entire urban value' 
chain. Formal businesses, esPecially small 
and medium retailers,face reduced sales, 
slower inventoryturnover,and lower prof­
its. This decline has fiscal significance: as 
business activity drops, so does tax revenue, 
VAT, and local levies. Evicting vendors risks 

The way forward isn't 
to abandon urban re­
form but to rethink its 
foundations. , 

James TayebwaBamwenda, 
Urban Planning 

decreasing the very revenue base,that ur­
ban authorities and national planners aim 
to expand, undermining already ambitious 
domestic revenue goals. 

The reasoning behind these policies, ur­
ban order,sanitation, and climate resilience, 
is valid. Informal trading can lead to conges­
tion and environmental damage.Howev-
er, the policy response shows a deeper ideo­
logical bias; a preference for formalisation 
as the only legitimate way to achieve urban 
citizenship. This "formalise or perish"mind­
set is not neutral; it reflects a broader nea­
hberal policy framework often found in ex­
ternally funded urban development pro-

.grammes. 
Across Africa,green city initiatives are in­

creasingly linked to international financing 
frameworks from the World Bank's urban 
resilience programmes to climate funds 
tied to Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). These frameworks often carry im­
plicit conditions; improved urban govern­
ance, better revenue collection, and spatial 
reorganiSation. While not always openly co­
ercive, they motivate governments to focus 

on order, beauty, and taxability rather than 
on people's livelihoods. 

In Uganda, the situation is complicated by 
the weak capacity offormal markets to ab­
sorb new participants. Relocation sites of­
ten lack enough foot traffic,infrastructure, 
or affordability,makingthem economically 
unviable for small-scale traders. As a result, 
many vendors either return to the streets, 
risking arrest and the confiscation of their 
goods, or exit the urban economy entirely, 

. often moving back to rural areas or falling 
into dependency. 

This is where the climate argument be­
comes especially proplematic. Climate re­
silience,in its true seru;e,is-notjust about 
green spaces and less congested roads; it is 
about a society's ability to absorb shocks 
.without falling apart By undermining the 
livelihoods of the urban poor, current poli­
cies paradoxically decrease resilience rather 
than strengthen it. 

Furthermore, the political aspect cannot 
be overlooked. The management of street 
vending in Kampala has increasingly shift­
ed toward enforcement-focused methods, 
restricting vendors' ability to negotiate or 
defend their rights. 

The way forward isn't to abandon urban 
reform but to rethink its foundations.In­
clusive urbanism involves integrating,not 
eliminating, the informal sector. This means 
co-creating solutions with vendors, invest­
ing in mixed-use trading spaces that main­
tain foot traffic, and recognising informa,l 
work as a valid part of the urban economy. 

Uganda faces a pivotal choice. It can adopt 
a green urban development model that dis­
places its most vulnerable residents, or it 
can lead an inclusive approach that balanc­
es environmental sustainability with eco­
nomic justice. 

James Tayebwa 8amwenda, PhD 
Candidate, Makerere University 
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