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c'R-:Vionai News 

In Nwoya, an average of 
six to eight TB cases are 

-S'registered every week. 

BY TOBBIAS JOLLY OWINY 

H
ealth workers-in Nwaya District 
have raised concern over persis­
tent stigma and discrimination 
against patients suffering from 

leprosy and tuberculosis (TB), warning 
that the vice continues to undennine ef­
forts to eliminate the diseases. 
In Nwoya, an average of six to eight TB 

cases are registered every week, high­
lighting the continued burden of the 
disease in the district. Health officials 
also record about six new leprosy cases 
annually, a figure they say reflects both 

,_ongoing transmission and gaps in early 
detection. 
In February, the district health depart­

ment conducted a series of outreach ac­
tivities across all 11 sub-counties and 

. town councils. During the exercise,5,956 
individuals were screened for TB and 
16 tested positive. 

Despite these interventions, district 
health leaders say stigma remains one 
of the biggest barriers to success. 
In an interview, Dr James Okello, the 

acting district health officer, said dis­
crimination against suspected patients 
is discouraging many people from com-

., ~ing forward for testing and treatmerit. 
. "We noted a lot of stigma associated 
with tuberculosis and leprosy. This re­
mains a significant barrier in imple­
menting our intervention strategies 

. across the district,DDr Okello said. 

m 

www~·moilitor.co.ug . 

Stigma threatensTB~ 
leprosy fight in Nwoya 
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- Aecordingto Ministry ofH~h 
data, Uganda is among the high 
TB burden countries globally, 
with1ibout 99,000 peop'le . 
developing TBannuaily. Of 

· these, app..oximateIy1,342 · 
cases are multidrug-resistant 
TB, which is more difficult and 
costly to treat. In 2025, an ~ '~~ ~ 

· estimated 9,900 people died 

. -' 

· from TB, making it one of the 
leading infectious disease killers 
in the country. . 

stigma continues to reverse some of 
these gains. Dr Okello also cited infra­
structural challenges as a major obsta­
cle to service delivery. 

"We face the problem of limited 
health infrastructure, particularly in 
sub-counties without health centres. 
Some communities remain hard to 
reach due to long distances and a poor 
road network, especially during ad­
verse weather conditions,"he said. 

Despite these setbacks, the Ministry of 
Health says TB treatment coverage has 
improved from 54 percent in 2022 to 91 
percent in 2025. 

Locals test for TB at a mobile lab at Akia Primary School in Lira City on July 18,2025. PHOTOITOBBIAS JOllY OWINY Dr Charles Olaro, the director general 
of Health Services, streSsed the impor­
tance of early diagnosis and treatment 
in achieving the country's elimination 
targets. "Tuberculosis and leprosy are 
preventable, treatable and curable dis­
eases. Let us encourage our communi­
ties not to wait until they start cough­
ing or begin feeling nwnb before seek­
ing support,"Dr Olaro said. 

He added that many patients fear 
being isolated by their communities, 
which leads to delayed diagnosis and 
continued spread of infection. 

Nationally, about 99,000 people devel­
op TB each year, including approximate­
ly 1,342 cases of multi drug-resistant TB. 
In 2025 alone, an estimated 9,900 peo-
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pIe died from the disease. 
The Ministry of Health has set an am­

bitious target of eliminating both TB 
and leprosy by 2030. . . 

To achieveffus, authorities are rolling 
out innovative community-based ap­
proaches such as the CAST campaign 
- Community Awareness, Screening, 

Testing, Prevention and Treatment­
as well as the Detect TB initiative. 

According to the ministry, these inter­
ventfJns have contributed to improved 
access to diagnosis and care, with treat­
ment success rates sustained at above 

. 90 percent 
However, in districts such as Nwoya, 
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Kayunga couple in agony as 
hunt for stolen baby drags on 
BY FRED MUZAALE 

KAYUNGA. A young couple 
in Kayunga District is living in 
distress nine months after their 
newborn baby was allegedly st0-
len from Kayunga Regional Re­
ferral Hospital, with little pro­
gress made in tracing the child. 

The baby girl is said to have 
been taken from the materni­
ty ward in July 2025,just hours 
after birth. Since then, the cou­
ple. has faulted both hospital 
authorities and police for what 
they describe as delayed and in­
adequate investigations. 
The situation worsened re­

cently when the couple was ar­
rested by police after they at­
tempted to follow up on the 
case. 

On Wednesday, Kayunga Dis­
trict probation officer Collins 
Kafeeroidentified the couple as 
Mr Ivan Sserumansi,'21, and his 
wife,Ms Zanula Namulondo,20, 
residents of Kiteredde Village in 
Kayunga Sub-county. 

Narrating the ordeal,Mr Sseru­
mansi said his wife developed 
labour pains in July last year 
and was admitted to Kayunga 
Regional Referral Hospital. 

pain, an unknown woman at 
the ward offered to carry the ba­
by for her but later disappeared 
with it,-he said. 

Ms Namulondo said they im­
mediately reported the mat­
ter to hospital authorities, but 
they were accused of negligence 
for entrusting their baby to a 
stranger. 

"They promised to work with 
police to recover our baby, but 
since July last year, we have not 
received any update,"she said. 

Mr Kafeero said his office be­
came involved after receiving 
information that police in Ka­
yunga had arrested a woman 
suspected of stealing a baby. 

"When the couple heard about 
the arrest, they came to my of­
fice hoping that the recovered 
baby could be theirs,"he said. 

BACKGROUND 

According to the Uganda 
Police Annual Crime 
Report, more than 1,140 
cases of missing children 
were recorded in 2024 
alone, highlighting the 
scale ofthe problem 
nationwide. 

However, after confirming 
that the baby in question was 
not theirs,Mr Kafeero advised 
them to formally report the 
matter at Kayunga Central Po­
lice Station. 

Instead, the couple was ar­
rested, with police alleging 
that the mother was underage 
and had been defiled. 
The couple has since claimed 

that their arrest was intended 
to divert attention from their 
demands for justice. 

But Kayunga Regional Refer­
ral Hospital senior administra­
tor Salim Kivejinja denied any 
involvement in the arrest. 

"We handed over CCIV foot­
age showing a woman leaving. 
the ward with the baby, but the 
images are not clear. We are 
waiting for police investiga­
tions to progress,"he said. 

The hospital has tightened 
security, with individuals leav­
ing the facility with babies are'" 
now required to provide iden­
tification and documentation. 

Kayunga District criminal in­
. vestigations officer Boniface 
Okello said inquiries into the 
case are ongoing. 
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"My wife underwent an oper­
ation. She delivered a baby girl. 
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He added that the mother 
has been released on police 
bond, while the father remains 
under investigation over alle­
gaM.ns,o(d~eq}~t. 
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