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8 ~~~~NDVISION IN~ESTI6ATION 

Deep in 
Namayingo 
and far from 
the confines CHILDREN OF HE GOLD PITS: INSIDE 
of classrooms, 
children write 
their dreams with 
shiny beads of 
sweat, in the hope 
of uncovering 
precious gold. 
New Vision's 
undercover 
journalist 
unpacks the first 
story of a three­
part series about 
the minors toiling 
to harvest the 
world's highly 
valued metal. 

A
t dawn, before the 
first school bell rings 
in remote Namayingo 
district on the shores 

of Lake Victoria, another 
kind of-workday is already 
underway. Here, children 
who sbould be tracing letters 
in exercise books instead 
bend over pools of murky 
water, their small hands 
sifting through thick, soft 
mud in search of gold 

Some are barely 10 years 
old. What should be hours 
of learning are instead spent 
hunched over sieves and 
spades, chasing fragments 
of a mineral that has come 
to define both hope and 
hardship in the district 
carved from Bugiri District 
on July 1,2010. 

The promise of quick 
money pulls them in and 
holds them captive. As 
many as a quarter of school 
children have abandoned 

. classrooms for minfug sites, 
education is traded for a 
few thousand shillings a 
day, often not enough to 
guarantee a single meal. 

These mines are not 
officially regulated by the 
State and child labour is 
not controlled Working 
conditions are extremely 
difficult and safety measures 
are non-existent. The 
children are involved in all 
the stages of the mining 
process, which is done 
entirely by hand, putting 
their health and sometimes 
th eir lives at risk. 

This investigation begins 
in the fields strewn around 
Namayingo where the 

promise of 
gold masks 
a harsher 
truth. Beneath 
the surface ,,,.,I:.:.nIr""I' 

lies a 
hidden 
workforce 
of children, 
drawn in 
by poverty, 
pulled 
out of 
classrooms, and 
exposed to dangers 
far beyond their years. 
Their stories are rarely 
told in full: the long 
hours, the fragile 
earnings, the risks of 
pits collapsing and the 
toxic exposure to mining 
bi-products . 

As we follow the trail of 
gold from these remote 
mining sites to the wider 
economy, we uncover 

' .. 
, .' 

a system that quietly 
depends on the labour of 
the youngest and most 
vulnerable. This is not just a 
story about survival; rather 
it is about the cost of neglect 
and the failure to protect a 
generation whose future is 
being traded, grain by grain, 
for the highly-exalted gold. 

THE INVESTIGATION'S 
GENESIS 
A New Vision undercover 
journalist travelled to 
Namayingo district to verify 

and investigate 
child labour in 
artisanal small­

. scale mining 
- sites for a week. 
She was able to 
locate and interact 
with the children 
working within 
mining Sites, and 
discovered dire 

circumstances 
right under the 
authority's nose. 

For years, the Busoga ' 
region has been known as 
a cradle for child labour . 
mainly in the sugarcane 
sector. It is this sudden 
gold rush that captured 

CHILDREN SLAVE AWAY AT NIGHT, 
IN THE WEE HOURS OF THE 
MORNING OR ON WEEKENDS WHEN 
THE AUTHORITIES ARE-AWAY. 

my imagination. 
I picked interest after 

researching gold mining 
activities in Namayingo 
and reading several reports 
on the same issue, from 
different partners, about 
NamayiIigo being a hub for 
child labour in mines. What 

. are the authorities doing? 

It is more of a rhetoric 
question. 

Despite efforts by district 
authorities, there are hardly 
permanent measures to stop 
children from engaging in 
mining activities. 

According to a report 
from the United Nations 
International Children's 

Emergency Fund (UNICEF), 
child labour in Uganda 
remains a persistent crisis, 
with an estimated 10,000 to 
15,000 children working in 
artisanal mining every year. 

Busoga being one of the 
regions in Uganda with 
high school dropouts, with 
the children abandoning 
education, seen as a lengthy 
venture, to chase quick 
money, I decided to verify 
facts on the ground, hence 
launching this investigation. 

JOURNEY TO 
NAMAYINGO 
Following lengthy 
discussions with my 
supervisors, I decided to 
travel to Namayingo district 
believed to be leading in 
child labour in Uganda 
according to authorities. 

While'interacting with 
some of the locals and 
authorities, they explained 
how the district is 
encompassed in a blanket of 
misery and abject poverty, 
with mining fields their £lnly 
way out. 

However, there are some 
children mired in poverty 
that are neither in school nor 
in mines. I was perplexed. 
"If the main reason is 
poverty, why are all the 
children who are not in 
mines, not in school? Why 
are Rarents not bothered 
to stop their children from 
going to hustle in gold 
mines? Why are children 
not benefiting from the 
Universal Primary Education 
Programme (UPE)? Why do 
schools chase these children 
even,after showing interest in 
education?" 

Trying to locate an active 
Civil Service Organisation 
(CSO) fighting for child 
labour rights in Namayingo 
is very difficult. Despite 
knee-jerk interventions 
led by the Ministry of 
Gender, Labour and Social 
Development to remove 
children from mines, there 
have not been concrete, • 
hands-on actions to wipe out 
child labour completely. 

To by-pass the system and 
to my consternation, I found 
out that children slave away 
at night, in the wee hours of 
the morning or on weekends: ~ 
when the authorities are 
away. 

My source in Kanlpala, 
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