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CATHOLIC CHURCH HAILED FOR PLAYING TRANSFORMATIVE ROLE 
Ii Kiwanuka 

olic Church deserves 
co~ endation for being a 
p,9 erful community mobiliser 
capable of influencing' values, 
behaviours and development 
pathways, a senior government 
official has said, 

VISION GROUP BOARD CHAIR LAUNCHES 
CATHOLIC CLIMATE CHANG PROJECT 

people's livelihoods and 
reversing development gains. 

"It is, therefore, fitting that 
today's dialogue focuses on 
the intersection of renewable 
energy, agriculture, and climate 
resilience," Sengonzi said. 

He said productive use 
of renewable energy 

Edward Ddamulira 
Sengonzi, the finance ministry 
undersecretary, said the Catholic 
Church is not only a spiritual 
authority, but also a powerful 
mobiliser of communities, 

Sengonzi, who is also 
the Vision Group board 
chairpers·on,.·· made the 
remarks while closing a one· 
day conference on ecOnomic 
empowerment of smallholder 
farmers in low-emission 
agricultural production and 
sustainable renewable energy. 

The conference, whose 
theme was: Productive Use of 
Renewable Energy for Profitable 
and Low-Emission Fanning 
in Uganda, was organised by 
Karitas Kasanaensis, a social 
development arm of the Kasana 
Luwero Catholic Diocese. 

The function coincided with 
the launch of a climate change 
adaptation and mitigation 
project, which is to be 
spearheaded by Karitas Kasana 
Luwero Catholic Diocese. 

Sengonzi said the Catholic 
Church holds a unique position 
in guiding society towards 
responsible stewardship of 
creation, grounded in faith and 
moral r:esponsibility. 

Sengonzi said the Catholic 
Church has played a 

Sengo.nzl (left) shakes hands with Bishop Mukasa at the climate change 
conference In Kasana (uwero Catholic Diocese, Luwero district 

'f4HAT OTHERS 
The national pastor~1 co-ordinator 
of the Uganda Episcbpal Conference, 
Fr John Baptist Kaganda, said caring , 
for the environment was among the 
basic values of the Catholic Christian 
faith. 

"The environment is God--giYen 
and we must use 1t responsibly. 
Environmental destruction is hence 
morally wrong," he said, adding 
that the Catholic Church considers 
climate change one of the basic 
challenges facing humanity. 

The Kasana luwero Catholic 
Bishop, lawrence Mukasa, said 
was a need to promote a-mindset 
change so that communities can 
embrace sustainable practices and 
technologies. 

Mukasa said issues such as 
affordabmty, equitable participation, 
and access to information; which -
were raised durIng the conferen.::e, 
should be addressed in order to 
achieve meaningful progress. 

A farmers' representative, Robert 
Mayengo, said farm production had 
more than tripled after switching to 
solar energy. "I used to earn only 
sh4m per acre of cabbages, but I 
am now earning between shl0m and 
sh16m per acre," Mayengo said. 

through solar irrigation, agro­
processing, and clean cooking 
- offers a pathway to increased 
agricultural productivity, 
reduces errusslOns, and 
enhances household incomes. 
"This is not only a technical 
solution, but also an economic 
and moral imperative," he said. 

Sengonzi said his ministry 
had, in response to the climate 
change crisis, established a 
climate finance unit to mobilise 
climate change finances, 
ensure efficient allocation and 
utilisation of the mobilised 
finances, and " strengthen 
co-ordination between the 
Government and partners. 

At the sector level, Sengonzi 
said the Government had 
established the Clean Cooking 
Unit within the energy ministry 
to promote access to clean and 
efficient energy technologies. 

He said the measure was 
particularly critical for rural 
households, where reliance on 
traditional biomass contributes 
to deforestation, health risks, 
and low productivity. 

In other measures, Sengonzi 
said the Government had 
capitalised the Uganda 
Development Bank with 

transformative role by 
promoting sustainable land 
use, supporting tree pJanting, 
encouraging the adoption of 
clean energy technologies, and 
even participating in emerging 

opportunities such as carbon 
markets. 

clergy, was timely because 
climate change had become a 
serious economic and macro­
fiscal risk. 

a serious economic and macro­
fiscal risk," Sengonzi said. 

shSI7b) on climate change­
related issues. 

significant resources to finance 
green investments. This, 
he said, was in addition to 
mobilising over $S04ID (slu.8 
trillion) from external sources 
to support mitigation and 
adaptatiOn efforts across key 
sectors. 

He said the conference, 
which brought together 
farmers, development parmers, 
government officials, and the 

Quoting the Country Climate He said the increased 

itter 

rs of MIN Uganda have 
e1mingly endorsed Charles 

e for another term as board 
'Chairperson, reaffirming confidence 
in his leadership during the 
company's annual general meeting 
on Friday. 
. At the · same meeting, David 

Ogong, the National Social Security 
Fund (NSSF) board chairperson, 
was appointed a new director on 
the MIN board. 

During the meeting: Mbire was 
re-appointed for a fresh three-year 
term after securing an emphatic 
99% vote, highlighting strong 
shareholder approval of his 
stewardship. 

The vote reflects recognition 
of Mbire's role in steering M1N 
Uganda's growth, with investors 
crediting his strategic guidance and 
decisions for the telecom company's 
continued success in a competitive 
market. 
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"Climate change is not only an 
environmental concern; it is also 

and Development Report, 
. Sengonzi said Uganda annually 
spends over $I4om (about 

frequency of climate change 
shocks such as droughts, floods, 
and landslides was eroding 

Mbire re-elected MTN board chairperson 
NSSF is MTN Uganda's 
local institutional investor, 
with a 10.7% stake. 

Mbire said he was humbled and 
overwhelmed by the faith and trust 
that shareholders have placed in him. 

"I remain committed to steering the 
company to a higher level. We will 
IIllfintain transparency and stay above 
boareL Our commitment to corporate 
social responsibility, environmental 
sustainabillty for Uganda and the 
world, and OUT gender and inclusivity 
policy remain key," he added. 

Mbire said despite technological 
and geopolitical external challenges 
affecting businesses, the board will 
ensure that it steers the company to 
deliver Value. 

"Working with the 
innovative team that we 
have, we shall remain the 
number one corporate 
citizen,numberone 
taxpayer, and number one 
most admired company in 
Uganda," he said. 

Under Mbire's 
chairpersonship, 
which 
commenced 
in 1998 
when 
MIN 

Uganda started operations, the 
company has maintained its leading 
position in both voice and data 
services, reinforcing its status as 

the country's'top telecom 
operator. 

His tenure has 
been marked by 
sustained expansion, 
strong market 

performance, and 
continued investor 
confidence, 
positioning the 

company as 
a key 

driver on the Uganda Securities 
Exchange (USE). 

M1N Uganda's performance on 
the stock market has mirrored this 
confidence. The company's share 
price has climbed steadily from 
sh3I2 in November 2025 to slup8 in 
February 2026, before rising further 
to sh470 in March. 

Overall, the stock has gained sluS8 
per share over the period, underlining 
one of the strongest rallies ' on the 
USE in recent months. 

NSSF STAKE RISES 
The NSSF is MIN Uganda's largest 
local institutional investor, with a 
10.1>/0 stake. At the current price of • 
sh470 per share, the fund's total 
holding is now valued at over slu.236 
trillion. --

Beyond his leadership role, Mbire 
has also personally benefited 
from the .telecom's strong market 
performance. He holds a 4% stake ,, ~ 

in MIN Uganda, which at the 
current share price of sh470 is 
value.'df4t OVer ~2-ob.L'), :.,.1 t.l 
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