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mobile court opens 
The victims 

One-year-old. ~. Two-year-old. 
RyanOdek& Ignatius Sseruyange , 

Two-year-old. 
Gideon Eteku 

Two-year-old. 
Keisha Agen~ot 

The 
timellne. 

If the suspect 
pleads guilty 
today, then, 
Tuesday (to­
morrow), the 
sentence will 
be given, and 
proceedings 
shall end. But 
if he does not 
plead guilty, 
the court shall 
take Tuesday 
as an off day 
to enable 
proc~ssing of . 
the case, then 
proceedings 
shall resume 
onWednes­
day." 
-A court 
official. 

Christopher Okello Onyum, t he 
prime suspect. PHOTO/FILE 

the scene. Only accredited guests will 
be allowed access to the ven­
ue,"he said. 

ACP Emitu added: "At 
the venue, there will be 
one entry 'point and 
one exit point. The en· 
trance from the school 
to the grounds where 
the court shall take 
place is reserved only for 
High Court members and 
specially invited guests." 

He assured the public that joint secu­
rity teams comprising police and the 
army were fully prepared to secure the 
event,given the high stakes. 

'We shall be here, nowhere else with­
in Kampala Metropolitan Area. I want 
to assure you, we are ready to work with 
you, but also implement some of the 
standard operating procedures since 
you have the church and other learning 
institutions," Emitusaid. 

A public address system had been in­
stalled at the venue, with the Judiciary 
indicating that the proceedings would 
be broadcast live on major television 
stations and social media platforms to 
allow wider public access. 

At the venue, two white tents have 
been erected, a big one that will accom­
modate the general public, and a smal¥ 
er one for the court officials, and also 
where the accused will stand. 

This publication also understands 
that four State-sponsored lawyers have 
been hired to also represent Mr Okel-
10 as demanded by the Constitution in 
capital offenses. 

Attendees will not be allowed to 
carry bags and other unneces­

sary items for security rea­
sons. 

Today's hecHing marks 
the first recent civilian 
criminal case to be heard 
through a communi­

ty-based mobile court. 
The case relates to the fatal 

stabbing of four toddlers aged 
between one and two years at Gga­

ba Early Childhood Development Pro­
gramme on the eve of Good Friday, al­
legedlybyMrOkelio,atragedythatsent 
shockwaves across the count:r¥ 
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drew representatives from the Judici­
ary, Uganda Police Force, Uganda Pris­
ons Service, local leaders hlp, and oth­
er stakeholders. The case has attracted 
widespread public attention, with resi­
dents and families of the victims calling 
for swift justice. 

The mobile court session is expected 
to run for one week. 

The Director of Public Prosecutions 
(DPP) in his summary of evidence pre­
sented to the court, indicated that the 
prime suspect in the gruesome kill­
ing of four toddlers, allegedly mur­
dered the children in pursuit ofwealth 
through human sacrifice. 

The DPP further told the presiding 
Chief Magistrate, Ms Sarah .Basemera, 
that police investigations and medical 
assessments found Mr Okello mental­
ly sound and capable ofunderstanding 
his actions. . 

"His thought process' was found to 
be normal, but he believed in wealth 
by human sacrifice and was able to ex­
plain the reason for killing the children 
as fortune hunting or enrichment, "part 
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VICTI S 

On April 2, 
Christopher 
Okello 
Onyum, alle­
gedly .killed 
four toddlers 
atadaycar& 
centre in 
Ggaba. They 
were: 
·Gideon 
Eteku 
• Ignatius 
Sseruyange· 
KeishaAgen­
rwotOtim 
• Ryan Odeke 

of the DPP's SllIIlIllirry of evidence read. 
The country was thrown into mourn­

ing on April 2, after Mr Okello, alleged­
ly disguised as a parent seeking admis­
sion for a child, entered Ggaba Early 
Childhood Development Programme 
and fatally attacked four toddlers agea 
between one and three years using a 
sharp kitchen knife. 

Among the victims, Gideon Ete­
ku and Ignatius Sseruyange each suf­
fered 14-centimetre deep neck wounds, 
while Keisha Agenrwot Otim and Ry- , 
an Odeke sustained 9-centimetre cuts. 
Post-mortem findings indicate that the 
children died of hypovolemic shock re­
sultingfrom deep neck wounds. 

On Easter Monday, Principal Judge 
Jane Frances Abodo said President Mu­
seveni had directed the Judiciary to ex­
pedite the trial and hold it within the 
Ggaba community under the newly 
launched mobile courts system. 

The move, she said, is intended to al­
low residents to witness justice be­
ing dispensed inthe very community 
where the killings occurred. 
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Police recover'lOtS murder~ 
- -. ~ - .-

fileOD Ggaba kiUings suspect ~ 
BY DAVIDWALUGEMBE 

~ f 
KAMPALA. Barely seven I 
years after the alleged mur- r 
der of a one-and-a-half-year- I 
old baby, the l~te Martin Free- ! 
man Kaaya, the Uganda Police i 
say th!?y havefinaUy dusted off I 
the file and intensified investi- I 
gatioIl$; , ! 

It is alleged that on Decem- ! 
ber i7, 2018, Mr Christopher : 
Okello Onyum, 38, the prime i 
suspectin the murder offour 
toddlers at Ggaba Early Child- The late Martin Freeman 
hood Development Pro- Kaaya died due to hypoxia 
grariune in Kamp~a, stran- caused by strangulation 
gl¢ Ms Florence Nansamba's ' and suffocation. PHOTO/ 
baby to death in Kwania Dis- COURTESY 
trict,just days after Christmas. , 

According to the Decem- . ma Rusoke confirmed yester­
her 28, 2018 police post-mor- day that police have now re­
tern report and a medical cer- covered Ms Nansamba's file 
tificate from Kwania Health for further investigations. 
Centre N,the late Martin Free- "The [police] confirms there 
man Kaaya died due-to hypox- is a revisit of Florence's file in 
ia caused by strangulation and respect to the previous alleged 
suffocation. ! murderwith a view to holding 

Ms Nansamba, a resident of : the suspect on those specific 
Bwaise in Kampala City, said ~ allegations,"Mr Kituuma said. 
she had been in a marital re- ' The State minister for Youth 

, lationship with Mr Asuman 1 and Children Affairs, Mr Ba­
Onyum (Mr Okello's father) i laam Barugahara, also said in­
since 2012, but the relation- , vestigations are back on track. 

,ship went downhill after Mr "I wish to confirm that [the 
Okello allegedly killed Kaaya police] confirmed to me last 
in 2018. i week that Ms Nansamba's file 

This publication h as not has been received and that in­
been able to reach Mr Onyum : vestigations are actively onge­
for his side of the story since ' ing,"hesaidattheweekend. 
last week. 

Ms Nansamba said for sev- Tracingthefile 
en years, despite reporting Ms Nansamba explained 
the murder case to Aduku Po- that her file had been gath­
lice Station in Kwania District, ering dust; she went sever­
Kibuli CID headquarters, and al times to Aduku Police Sta­
Police Headquarters in Nagu- tion, KJ.buli, and Naguru, but 
ru, her attempts to get justice updates were few and far be-
hit a brick wall. tween. 

"There is no police office I She was shaken after the re-
didn't reach; I even reached cent murder offour toddlers 
the extent of giving up," she . at Ggaba Early Childhood De­
said. velopment Programme, recall-

Police Spokesperson Kituu- . ing that Mr Okello had been 
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arrested in 2018, detained, 
but later slipped through tbe, 
cracks, escaping from police' 
custody~and allegedly fleeiD.g 
to_the United States of Ameri­

, ca via the Busia borda: 
"I went to Kabalagala Police, . 

then to Kibuli CID last week. 
They finally told me that my 
file has been recovered. I have 
wasted a lot of time and re­
sources,and I have lost hope," 
Ms Nansambasaid. 

"I demand that my file be 
added to the other four cases 
Okello is facing for me to get 
justice. Because of the death of 
my loved one,I lost everything. 
I also 'wanted to kill myself at ~ . 
sornetime; sheadded. 

Today, Ms Nansamba lives 
with an unending arJ'le, not 
just from losing her son, but 
from what she believes was a 
failure of the system to stop a 
dangerous man in his tracks. 
She insisted that if police and 
the Judiciary had convicted 
MrOkelloin2018,thefourtod­
dlers would not have met the 
same fare. 

Mr Barugahara has said reg­
ular audits, performance're­
views, and strict disciplinary 
measures must be enforced to 
ensurejUstice is not just a pipe 
dream. 

"No one is above the law. The 
authorities will ensure that all 
relevant criminal procedures 
under the Criminal Proce­
dure Code-Act are followed to 
guarantee a fair and thorough 
investigatiorr. Appropriate 
charges will be opened agaiDst 
the suspect;,Okello, to hold him 
accountable for this heinous 
act,"Mr Barugahara stated. 

Under Uganda's Penal Code 
Act (Cap. 120 ),murder isa cap­
ital offence, and any person 
found guilty faces severe pen­
alties, including life imprison­
ment. 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

The African Wildlife Foundation (AWn invites requests for proposals 
(RFPs) from qualified organisations to rehabilitate hand pump 
boreholes in Karenga district in a bid to relieve water resources 
from animal pressure. . 

Background 
AWF is an international conservation organization working to 
ensure wildlife and wild lands thrive in modem Africa. In Uganda. 
AWF supports community-based conservation initiatives that 
integrate conservation with sustainable livelihoods. 

The 'African Wildlife Foundation (AWn in collaboration with the 
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) & local government. plans to 
rehabilitate eight (08) boreholes within communities of Lokori & 
Lobalangit sub-counties in Karenga district This intervention is 
part of AWfs broader effort to enhance coexistence between people 

-& wildlife, increase ecosystem & livelihood resilience, & reduce 
human-wildlife conflicts through improved access to reliable water 
sources. Borehole malfunctions in areas near Kidepo National Park 

(\ike neighboring districts in Uganda) intensify pressure on natural 
water sources. forcing wildlife and communities to rely more heavily 
on rivers. pans, and wetlands. leading IlJ increased competition, 
potential water quality issues· from crowding. and ecosystem stress, 
especially during dry seasons when these resources are already 
scarce. as seen in regional water crises. 

Information and Application: PI?ase download the detailed RFP 
and Bid documents at the link provided below: https:/lwww. 
awf.orglaboutlcareers/rehabDitatlon-eiqlrt-ll8-hand-pump­
boretIoles-lokori-ancHobalanglt-sulH:ounties 

Proposals must ~ submitted in English and sent electronically to: 
MNanziri@awf.org wi th a copy to Procuremant@awf.Dl9no later 
than Friday. l ltay 2026 at T7:00EAT. 
Note: An online pre-bid meeting will be held on Friday, 24 April I 
2026, at 10:00 EAT. Interested bidders are requested to obtain the 
meeting link by sending an email to Jllukasa@awf.org no later . 
than Wednesday. 22 April 2026. 


