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Parents recount horror as trial of

Emotions ran high
yesterday as grieving
parents revealed the
harrowing moments
they went through upon

learning about the death '

of their toddlers, with
one parent collapsing
and fainting underthe
weight of sorrow during
the trial that kicked
offyesterday, with six
prosecution witnesses
testifying out of the 11.

BYANTHONYWESAKA
& JULIETKIGONGO

tellaApolot,GldeonAtektrsmomer

(prosecution witness two).

Justice Alice Komuhangi :

Khaukha: Are you comfortable %},

withtheugandalanguage?
Apolot: Yes,mylord.
Judge:Pleasehe]phertaketheoaﬂL
Apolot takes the oath.

canall hear.
Chief State Attorney Jonathan Mu-

waganya: Repeat your name.
Apolot: 'm Apolot Stella
Muwaganya: How old?
Apolot: 36 years
Muwaganya: What do youdo?
Apolot: 'm a businesswoman

- Muwaganya: What business?

Apolot:Isell greens.
Muwaganya: Where do youlive?
Apolot: Ggaba

from?
Apolot: GgabaWaterarea. '
Muwaganya: Do you kpow Gideon Ete- :
ku?
Apolot:Iused tocall him myson

Muwaganya: How old was he?

Apolot: Two and a halfyears old.

Muwaganya: On April 2, where were
?

Apolot: I woke up that very morning,

my daily chores.

Muwaganya: Which daycare? Whereis :

itfound?
Apolot: She breaks down and fails tore-
spond for awhile

Muwaganya: We are going to ask you :

tobestmngmchthatwecangoﬂlrough
this process of court.
Apolot:Itis found herein Ggaba
Muwaganya: What followed?
Apolot: Iwent back tomy usual work
: What followed?
Apolot: It was like at 11am when a

asked me whether I had taken my child

.toschool.Ireplied yes,and she said,“Hur- :

rytotheschool because thereis an assail-

failed towalk Ijumped onaboda.

through and went straight to his class-
room. Upon reaching there, Istarted call- :
ing him, but there was no response.Iwas
told by a certain lady that some children :
had been taken to-Wentz Hospital.So1
started walking there, butIalsofailed to :

e

: walk there,and I got a boda to the med- ,
: icalcentre.

i Muwaganya: What did you find there :
i atthe medical centre? :
¢ Apolot: I entered a room that had :
: three children,and I saw that they had :
: covered them.Iasked the doctor wheth-

: Sowhat followed?
Apolot: Ilost all the energy I had.The

: police came and decided to take all the :

dead bodies to Mulago.

: Muwaganya: Before the police came, :
: did you get achance tosee Gideon? What :
: statewashein? :
: Apolot: He had been stabbed and had :
: alot of blood. The bodies were taken to
: Mulago.I remained at home sinceIwas :
: alone and Icould not follow them. ;
prepared him, and took him to the day- :
care.I left him there and went backtodo :

Muwaganya: What followed?

Apolot: The following day, we organ- :
: ised to have Gideon’s body picked up *
from the hospital. We picked him and :
: took the body home in Kampala and lat- :
: er,looked for transport to take the body :
: toPallisafor the burial.
Muwaganya: What happened in Palli- :

sa?
Apolot: We prepared for burial
Muwaganya: When was he buried?

: . Apolot:Weburiedhimon aSaturday  :
Muwaganya: Finally, Stella, did you :
: happen to know the person who killed
: him(Gideon)?
friend known as Nakimuli calledme.She : Apolot:No,Ijustsaw himin photos,but :
: Thave now seen him here today.
Muwaganya: Did you know the ac- :
: cused person before the incident?
.ant who has entered it and killed some :
_ - of the children”.1 lost energy,and Ieven :

Apolot:No.

: Muwaganya.Mylord,ﬂmtlsallfort}nsg
: witness.She is available for cross exami-
‘When I reached the gate, there wereso :

many people there.I just forced myself :

nation.

Defence lawyer Sarah Awelo (Okel-
: lo’s lawyer): Stella, accept our condo- © -
lences. We have a few questions to ask
5 you. At what time did you take the child :
: tocheck.
~Defence lawyer- Once agam, accept :

toschool that fateful day?

. Apolot:Iused to take him early like at. -
" " ourcondelences.

7ambutﬂ1atdayl delayed

school, were you always checked?

. wasit?

school ever inform you about
theincident?

Defence lawyer: At what time did .

: you take Gideon to school on that fate- :

fulday? -
Apolot: At8am
Defence lawyer: When you would

: bring the child to school, whom would :
: youmeet?
: er my child was alive,and the doctor re- :
: plied by telling me to calm down.Iinsist- :
: ed and asked again, but the doctor gave :
: me the shocking news of how all were :
: dead. :
Muwaganya: Where do you trade :

Apolot: Teachers used to be there.

the teachers there, would you enter the
school with the child?

Apolot: Yes.

Defence lawyer: Were you always

: checked by the security? :
Apolot: They would check bags to see :
: whichclotheswerethere. . -
Defencelawyer: What timedidyoual- :

ways picked himup from school?
Apolot:4pm.

: DefencelawyenWhﬂepicldnglﬁm,g
: would you enter the school premises?  :

Apolot: Yes. -
Defence lawyer: When entering the

Apolot: No.

Defence lawyer: You said 4
it was your friend Nakimu- &
li who informed you about
thesad incident. What time

Apolot: 11am.
Defence lawyer: Did the

Apolot:No.

Defence lawyer: Did you ever find se- :
: curity personnel at the gate every time :
: youwould bring your child?
Apolot: They used to be there but this :
: lowerside. :
Defencelawyer-Someywerenoton :
: thisside of the gate?

Apolot:Ican’tlie.
Defence lawyer: When you would

: come to school, would you find the secu- :
:_rity officers at the gate?

Apoh;t.‘fheywouldbeﬂxelﬁ

Defence lawyer: Did the security of- :

ficerscheck you?

Apolot: It was the teache:ls who used :

: called Keisha
Otim: I kiew her very well becauseshe :

: People line up for security checks before attending the gublic court hearing in Ggaba yesterday. PHOTOS/ABUBAKER LUBOWA
Judge: Please speak louder so that we : ’

Judge: Any re-examination?
No.

Judge: Can we agree that we don’t take

Next witness walks in. Marvin Otim

Judge: What is your name?

Judge: How old are you?
Otim:I'm 32 years.

Judge: Whatis your religion?
Otim:I'm a Catholic.
Hetakesoath.

:  Judge: Mr Otim, are you comnfortable :
: speakingto court in English? :

Otim: I prefer to use Luganda be-
cause I'm at home (cheers
fromthe pubhc)

- will ask,okay?
Otim: Okay.
Muwaganya: Where do
you live?

Otim: Ggaba Water

youdo foraliving?
-Otim:’machef

Muwaganya: Do you know that man
: sittingdown there (pointing to Okello)?

Otim: Yes.
Muwaganya: How do you know him?

Otim: I know him as a suspect who
:  Muwaganyg- How about the person :
Agenerworth

otim?

Muwaganya: How old?

Otim: She was going tomake twoyears  :
: onthe28ofthismonth. :
: Muwaganya: So what happened on :
: April2? -
Otim: I woke up early as usual and :

= went towork Theh my supervisor came: :+

; : wife?
: Komaketch, the father of Agenorworth- :
: Otim (Prosecution witness three) :

pital.

Judge: They will interpret
for you the question he :
: child?

Muwaganya: What do :

. and told memy child had died.I quickly
Muwaganya: §Jmnpedontoaboda,andlcametoGga-
- Judge: Stella, thank you for coming, : b

3 and we condole with you on the loss of :
: yourbaby. :
:  AsApolot wasleaving the witnessdock, :
: she fainted, and a team from the Red
: Crossand the police carried her away.
Defence lawyer: When you would get :
i every picture?

Muwaga.nya. Did your supervisor tell

: youwhich child had died?.

Otim: Keisha. My supervisor said he

: had received a phone call that my child
: had died. He told me that it was my wife
¢ whohad called.

Muwaganya: What is thename of your

Otim: Namujju Kurthum.
Muwaganya: So you said vou jumped

 onaboda, which place in Ggaba did you
Witness: Komaketch Marvin Otim, fa- :
¢ thertoAgenorworthOtim. - :

go?
Otim:Iwent homefirst. : '
Muwaganya: Upon reaching home?
Otim: I was told they were in the hos-

Muwaganya: Which hospital?
Otim: It’s called Wentz Medical Centre.
Muwaganya: What followed?
Otim: There was a lot of security de-

ployment, but I entered the medical cen-
: tre,and Iwent and Isaw the child.

Muwaganya: Where was your child?
Otim: She was in an emergency room
Muwaganya: In what state was your

Otim: Her neck had been cut, and she

 had died.

Muwaganya: What followed?
Otim: My mother came.
Muwaganya: What is the name of your

: mother?

Otim: Amono Jackie.
Judge: What is the name of your moth-

: eragain?

Otim: Amono Jackie
Muwaganya: What happened?
Otim: The bodies were taken to Mula-

: go.

‘Muwaganya: How many bodies were

: taken to Mulago?

Otim: All thosekilled
Muwaganya: Did you get to know the

number?

Otim: Yes, they werefour.
Muwaganya: Did you go to Mulago?
Otim: Yes,I went there and stayed until

: Iwasgiventhe postmortem report.

Muwaganya; What followed?
Otim: After the postmortem, we were
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given the body My mother bought a cof: : Otim: No, because I saw him that fate-

fin and brought her homein Ggaba. 2 : ful day whenIjumped on aboda. :
Muwaganya: Where did you take her : . Kumbuga: So there was no security as :
body? : : you dropped the children at the gate?
Otim: Ggaba. :  Otim: No,it’s the teachers who would
: Whose place? : receive the children, though on that day, :

Otim: At Jjajja’s home whoismymoth- :
er

Muwaganya: What followed? What
happened next?

Otim: We made preparations to go to ;

: it wasn’t me who dropped the child off
: atschool.

Tragic.

So | sloped down and

the village in Gulu for the burial. A . got my child with a cut
Muwaganya.Dxdyougotoﬂlevﬂ]ageP neck. They had put the
Otim: Yes,wesetoffonFriday. - body on the verandah

of the school and
covered it. When lun-
covered him, | found

Muwaganya: What happened x&ﬁen
youreachedGulu? =+ . -
Otim: We slept, some were very tired, :

and the burial was the following day. : : that they had cut his
Muwaganya.So,whenwasyourc}nld ‘'neck.” -
= : —Mr Simon Okurut, witness
Onm.ShewasbunedonSaturdayat : e
midday. Kumbuga: So there was no security?
Muwaganya. That is all for this wit- : Otim: No security. ‘

ness. He is available for cross- examma-
tion.

Judge: Who is doing the cross-exami-
nation,Mr Kumbuga?

Defence lawyer Richard Kumbuga: :
Mr Komakech, 'm a lawyer, and I wish :

: seetheaccused?
:  Otim:Isaw him,though Ididn’t know
: she had been killed from there. When I

to ask you some questions.So,would I be : : Okello had killed thebabies.
right to say that you were told your child : :  Kumbuga: Did you see the'accused at :
was dead? : thehospital?

Otim: I told you because I was called :  Otim:Ididn’tseehim.

while at my workplace. At my workplace, : Kumbuga: At the time you saw that
wearenot allowed touseourphones.  :

Kumbuga: Were you told who had : : rested]?

killed her? : : Otim: He was on a police patrol car.
Otim: No. : Red Cross officials attend to a parent who collapsed dunng the High Court : Kumbuga: Would I be correct tosay :
Kmnbuga.So,wﬂlIbenghttosayt}us session in Ggaba yesterday. :“thatsince you wereon aboda,youdidn't :

: Muwaganya.
the child off at school?

: plearound that day you werenot ableto :

: wasat the hospital,Theard peoplesaying :
: Development Centre.

have sufficient time to observe the ac-
: cused?

Otim: ] was going home on a boda, but

: when I reached the hospital,1 saw him
. : onsocialmedia.

. : isthefirstdayyouareseeinghimtoday? :
: : was dressed?

Kumbuga: Do you remember how he

Otim: Idon’t remember.
Muwaganya: You said on that fateful

: day,it wasn’t you who brought the child
: toschool? -

Otim: Yes, it was my neighbour; called
So,who always dropped

: Derrick. _

Otim: Sometimes it was me, and some-

timeshermother.

Judge: Our sincere condolences, and

thankyou for coming. -

Lawrence Mbazira, father of Ignatius

Sseruyange :
Judge: How old are you?
Mbazira: 40 years old.

: * Takes oath

AnnaKiiza: Where do you stay?
Mbazira: Ggaba Water

Anna Kiiza; Whatdoyoudo?
Mbazira: Carpenter.

Kiiza: Whereis Sseruyange?

Mbam. a.'He]Sde(msed. 3
Kiiza: What happened that day?
Mbazira: At around 7am, the mother,

} Namiyingo Beth, bathed him, dressed
¢ him in sportswear and then took him to

school. It’s called Ggaba Early Childheod
While they were leaving, the child said

: bye tome. The child complained of how
: Thad not responded to his bye, but I told
: : hnnthatlhadAndIsaldbyeloudlyﬂns
: person whileonaboda,[had hebeenar- :

time around.

! Continueson Page 6



