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UNITY, HEALTH TAKE CENTRE 
STAGE AT BIRTHDAY PRAYERS 

7l 

~!.~~!!~~~~ .. ~~~'»."..~() .... ......... ... .. . AWEAL FOR ~FII BEING 
Royalty, faith and an atmosphere of 
profound celebration filled St Nicholas 
Cathedral, Namungoona, in Kampala 
yesterday as thousands of believers 
from across religious ctenominations 
gathered for special prayers to mark 
Kabaka Ronald Muwenda Mutebi II's 
7Ist biI;thc;lay.. 

The aIlI)ual thanksgiving prayers, 
held every April 13, drew an impressive 
congregation united in gratitude, 
hope and admiration for their king. 

The prayers, which began at rr:ooam, 
were graced by the Nnaabagereka, 
Sylvia Nagginda, who attended as the 
guest of honour. Also present were 
the Katikkiro of Buganda, Charles 
Peter Mayiga; Prince·David Wasajja; 

. John Chrysostom Muyingo, the ' 
higher education state minister and 
several legislators. 

Religious le.aders, including 
Church of Uganda Archbishop 
Stephen Mugalu Kaziimba, Kampala 
Catholic Church Arc?bishop Paul 

In his address, Katikkiro Charles 
Mayiga highlighted three pillars 
guiding th is year 's bi~hday 
reflections: leadership, health 
and unity. 

He described the leadership 
as the backbone of Buganda's 
enduring strength, tracing 
its roots back to the time of 
Ssekabaka Kintu. He explained 
that the kingdom's structure, 
comprising the royals, chiefs 
and clans, remains central 
to maintaining cohesion and 
progress. 

Ssemogerere, Bishop Anthony Zziwa 
of Kiyinda-Mityana Diocese and 
Supreme Mufti Sheikh Muhammad 
Shaban Galabuzi were in attendance. 

Metropolitan Jeronymos Muzeeyi, 
the Archbishop of the Holy Metropolis 
of Kampala and AIl Uganda, led the 
service. He was assisted by Bishop 

DEATH ANNOUNCEMENT 
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Hon OHm Omara Yafes 
Born: 25.09. 1954 - Died : 05.04.2026 

On health, Mayiga emphasised 
the importance of collective , 
responsibility, particularly in the 
fight against HIV and AIDS. 

He called upon men·to take 
a leading role in protecting . 
families and communities to . 
eliminate new infections by 
2030. 

Mayiga reassured tne 
congregation of the Kabaka's 
wellbeing, saying the king 
remains strong and continues 
to lead under careful med ical 
guidance at 71. 

L-R: The Nnaabagereka, Sylvia Nagginda, cutting cake to mark 
Kabaka Muwenda Mutebi II's 71st birthday. She was flanked by 
Muzeeyi, Mayiga and Princess Gertrude Christine Nabanakulya. This 
was at St Nicholas Cathedral .Namungoona in Kampala yesterday. 
(Scan picture using the Vision Digital Experience to watch video) 

continues to grow stronger, 
contributing to national development. 

In a joyful climax, a four-tier cake 
was cut by the Nnaabagereka, joined 
by royals and dignitaries. 

Sylvester Kisitu of Jinja Diocese and 
AIl Eastern Uganda, as well as Bishop 
Nectarios Kabuye of Gulu Diocese 
and All Northern Uganda. 

Delivering the sermon, Bishop 
Kisitu commended the Kabaka's 
coinmitment to fighting HN and 
AIDS, noting that this aligns with the 
church's mission to safeguard life. He 
urged both the young and old to take 
responsibility in protecting vulnerable 
groups, especially women and girls. 

On behalf of the central government, 
Muyingo conveyed birthday ~1shes 
from President Yoweri Museveni. 
He said the relationship between 
the Government and the kingdom 

Kabaka Mutebi II is the 36th king 
of Buganda kingdom. He was born 
on April 13, 1955, at Mulago Hospital. 
He is the son of Sir Edward Frederick 
Muteesa II, who reigned as Kabaka 
of Buganda from 1939 to 1969. His 
mother was Omuzaana Kabejja Sarah 
Nalule of the Nkima clan. 

Muzeeyi expressed gratitude for the 
Orthodox Church being entrusted 
with hosting the celebrations, 
describing it as a great honour. 
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Police warn churches as break-ins rise 
!l..~~~!lff'~~~.~!:" . "" " """" . ' 
The Police have warned 

SECURITY 
churches against keeping Police spokesperson 
large sums of money in their Rusoke Kituuma warned 
premises, saying the practice that criminals were 
is fuelling a rise in break-ins, increasingly taking 
targeting places of worship advantage of lax security 
across the country. at religious institutions, 

Addressing journalists many of which still 
yesterday at the Police operate under the 
headquarters in Naguru, assumption that they are 
Kampala, police spokesperson immune to crime. 
Rusoke Kituuma said recent "Church and mosque 
incidents show that criminals leaders need to heighten 
are no longer deterred by security around your Kituuma said the Kavumba 
the sacred nature of religious premises," he said. incident is not isolated, but 
institutions ' and are instead The Police part of a broader trend that 
exploiting their vulnerabilities. spokesperson advised has largely gone unreported 
·"In the past, there was church'es to install as investigations continue 

A·PlUS fUNERAL MANAGEMENT, on behalf of the family of Hon OtIm Omara Yafes of Abim 
with deep sorrow announces·the death of their beloved fa ther Hon. Otim Omara Yafes which 
occurred on Sunday, 5th April 2026. 

a belief that churches and perimeter fencing, quietly. 
mosques could not be targeted deploy guards, and On February 4 last year, 
becahse of their sanctity. cof\Sider surveillance security agencies warned of 
That is no longer the case," systems to deter a disturbing shift in crim'e 

FUNERAl PROGRAM 
Monday, 13th April 2026: -Body received at Airport by A-Plus Funeral Management a t 1 :45pm 
and delivered to funeral home : 

I 

Wednesday, 15th April 2026: -Funeral Service at St. Andrew's Church, B01::0to at 10:000m 

Thursday, 16th MGrch2026: -Funeral cortege departs for AbIm DbtrIc:t af 7:00am and VIgIl at 
their ancestral hbme in Rlver~, K-awang Word In Alerek Town CooneR af'07:00pm 

Fdday,17'1h AprIl 2026: -Special COI.Vlci1 sitting at AbIm DIstrIct Headquarters from 10:00am-
01:00pm. Funeral-ServIce at ~Cburch of Uganda from 2:30pm· 5:30pm apd Vigil at 6:00 
pm i' • . 

Saturday, 18th April 2026: - Funeral service and burial ceremony at ancestral home 

Informed are; H.E the President. of the Repubfi~ of Uganda, VP,-Speal::er and Deputy, SG NRM, 
NRM ViCe Choirper;on • Karal')loja: NRM Chairper;on - Abim District, Member; of Parliament, 
Ethur and lCar<:lmojo community af large, the Management and Staff of The Karen Hospital, 
relatives and friends. : 

MAY HIS SOUL REST IN ETERNAl PEACE 

Kituuma said. criminals. patterns, with co-ordinated 
Hi$ remarks come in gangs often riding bodabodaS, 

the wake of a break-in at turning their attention to 
a Severith-day Adventist of the property mid earlier worship places. . 
church in Kavumba, Wakiso been stolen from a mosque, At least 32 suspects were 
district, where thieves stole indicating that the suspects arrested. With schools 
musical equipment, including were targeting multiple places tightening security, the g~gs 
amplifiers, in an incident that of worship," Kituuma said. shifted to churches, exploitfug. 
has since led to three arrests. He added that the suspects their ooenness and limited 

Kituuma identified the appeared to have done protection during services and 
suspects as Ronald Ssekitoleko surveillance before executing overnight vigils. 
and his accomplices, only as the theft. Fr Paulino Mondo of Rush ere 
Wabwire and Robert, who are "These individuals study Catholic Church linked the 
all currently in custody. the patterns of worshippers. violence to a deeper moral 

"Our . officers managed During prayer time, they come crisis, arguing that crupe ... 
to recover the stolen items and observe. Later, most often persists where societies lack 
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from a ne{lI'by house. Some at night, they strike," he said. _ strong ethigil founda!ions. f 
Qrl2 wods} dc.~~ nsril. ~lOrrt gnLrns!l noqx3 g om ·10 ;bsd 3d1 [10 7~mOJ 1)1 grrirmsl mcrit aisrf:> '.mill\' 'j~1loi 

.iJ.£qJ. ~~.i1~ l!1l ditlt m.Oll ,{Url.i>.'liii.ag.iG. qu ,(~QUL..'ll 2±.a.Gai. s:r e£t .",; ,~.X.l ;)~~q ~~,;,ro"''L~ :btQ~. bu.. ~~~0:'~ 


