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AIPS Awards expose widening
gap in global sports journalism

Divided. Although the ceremony celebrated outstanding storytelling from across continents, it also rein-
forced afamlllar reallty Af‘mcan Journallsts remaln Iargely absent from the final podlum positions.

Cult hero.
Napoli fans in
the stands hold
up a sign of
Diego Maradona
in the stands
before a match.
Photography
and its
presentation
has become

a key tenet of
story telling.
PHOTO/REUTERS

BY GEORGE KATONGOLE

he latest AIPS Sport Media
Awards in Lausanne, Switzer-
land once again showcased
the highest standards of glob-

al sports journalism, while also ex-

posing a widening gap between
well-resourced media systems and
those operating under significant
structural constraints.

Although thre ceremony cele-
brated outstanding storytelling
from across continents, it also re-
inforced a familiar reality: Afri-
can journalists remain largely ab-

sent from the final podium posi-

tions—and Ugandan journalists
have yet to secure any recognition
at the AIPS Sport Media Awards.
This year’s edition attracted 1,987

 entries from 130 countries, pro-
gressing through five rlgorous
- rounds of judging before winners

were selected across writing, pho-

- tography, audio and video catego-
. ries. The awards highlighted the
global reach and creative depth of
sports storytelling. But when final
results were announced, Africa’s

representation at the highest level
remained limited.
A familiar pattern

African journalists featured in
early judging phases and select

3

recognition tiers, with Kenya and
Gambia among those acknowl-
. medialandscape asonedefinedby |
However, the final podium po-

edged in supporting categories.

sitions continued to be dominat-
ed by journalists working within

- rial support systems are more es-
tablished. AIPS president Gianni

Merlo summed up the spirit of the
competition: “You are all winners,
and with the high quality of our

work, you've shown the way for the
- nalism struggles to mature into

new generation.”

Yet within AIPS itself, thereis a °
growing recognition that glob-

al excellence is not shaped by tal-

ent alone, but by unequal access
to tools, training, and production
capacity. Across its awards frame- -

work and training programmes,
ATPS increasingly frarnes the global

structural imbalance rather than
lack of ability. “We report results,

not meaning”

For former Uganda Sports Press

- Association (USPA) executive
member Leon Ssenyange, now

- working with CGTN, the gap begins

long before the awards stage. He or-

- ganized the last media awards for
. USPA about four years ago.

He argues that much of African

- sports journalism remains stuck
= in event-driven reporting, rather °
_ than story-driven journalism.

“Award-winning stories start

| from pitching. The question °
- is whether the stories are pur-
- pose-driven. We report results,but

we don’t go beyond them. That is

- wherestories lose depth,he says.

For Ssenyange, this limits global :

G competitiveness.“We are driven by
~ results and rarely interrogate what
- lies beyond the scoreline”

Limited quality control

Ssenyange also points to structur-

. al weaknesses in newsroom pro-
. cesses, particularly in sports desks
- where editorial review is often lim-
stronger production ecosystems
where teams, funding, and edito-

ited.“For most stories, there is no

one questioning them before pub-

lication. Much as it depends on the
writer’s competence, there must be
quality control. Too often, stories

~ go out with only one reference’he

says.Without stronger editorial sys-
tems, he argues, even strong jour-

globally competitive work.

“I don’t think we can improve un-
der systems that do not interrogate
their own work,”he says.

Freelance journalism
Ssenyange highlights a deeper
transformation reshaping African
sports journalism—therise of free-
lance reporting. While freelancing
has expanded opportunity and in-
creased output, it has also created

AIPS SPORT MEDIA
AWARDS 2025

Category :
Video - Short feature:Hen-
rique Arcoverde (Brazil) =
Galeguinho - The Backwards
Runner (TV Globo)

Video - Athiete profile:
Guillaume Priou & Laurie
Delhostal (France) — Laure!
Laure! Laure! (Canal+)
Video - documentary:Fa-
bien Douillard (France) —
Crash - Peloton Under Pres-
sure (L’Equipe)

Sport action pheto:Ray
Giubilo (italy) — It's not Hal-
loween

Photography - portio-

fio: Loic Venance (France) —
Tourde France 2025 -
Audio category:Farzad
Sabouri & Seyedeh Nahid
Saadati (Iran) — The Snowy -
Galaxy

YOUNG REPORTERS
Wiriting: Salma Niazi (Afgha-
nistan) — You Will Not Grow
Upin Silence

Audio/video: Charlie Cour-
rent (France) — Alexandre
Miiller: Rage in the Belly
Photography: Eric Wu (Aus-
tralia) —In Sync
investigative reporting:
Baboucarr Fallaboweh
(Gambia) — Gambia grass-
roots football investigation.
Africa - special mentions
Freeedom of press: Moha-
med Osman Adam (Sudan)
— Journalist mistreatment in
warzones

Climate change & sus-
tainable sport: Abiodun
Adewale (Nigeria) — Sports
vs Plastic pollution

Fight Against Doping: Geof-
frey Anene (Kenya) — An-
ti-doping culture challenges

a fragmented ecc;system defined =

by instability and individualised
production. As noted in an ACME
Mwalimu analysis titled “Passion:
the industry’sexcuse for keeping
Jjournalists broke and busy?”,jour-
nalism is often framed as a calling
where sacrifice is expected.
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Parents recount horror as trial of

Emotions ran high
yesterday as grieving
parents revealed the
harrowing moments
they went through upon :

learning about the death :

of their toddlers, with
one parent collapsing
and fainting under the

weight of sorrow during
the trial that kicked
off yesterday, with six
prosecution witnesses
testifying out of the 11.
.BYANTHONY WESAKA
& JULIETKIGONGO s
tella Apolot,Gideon Ateku's mother : g
(prosecution witness two). : 3
Justice Alice Komuhangi : 1
Khaukha: Are you comfortable :
withthe Lugandalanguage? ;
Apolot: Yes,my lord.
Judge:Pl&sehelphertaketheoath. : ’
Apolot takes the oath. : People line up for security checks before attending the public court hearing in Ggaba yesterday. PHOTOS/ABUBAKER LUBOWA
Judge: Please speak louder so that we : :
canallhear. : walkthere,andIgotabodatothemed- . Defence lawyer: At what time did . Judge: Anyre-examination? . and told memy child had died.I quickly
Chief State Attorney Jonathan Mu- : ical centre. : youtake Gideon to school on that fate- : Muwaganya: No. : jumped onto a boda,and I came to Gga-
waganya: Repeat your name. :  Muwaganya: What did you find there : fulday? - : _ Judge: Stella, thank you for coming, : ba. "
Apolot:'m Apolot Stella ¥ atthemedical centre? ¢ Apolot: At8am : and we condole with you on thelossof : Muwaganya: Did your supervisor tell
Muwaganya: How old? : Apolot: I entered a room that had ¢ Defence lawyer: When you would : yourbaby. : youwhich child had died?.
Apolot: 36 years : three children, and I saw that they had : bring the child to school, whom would : AsApolotwasleavingthewitnessdock, : Otim: Keisha. My supervisor said he
Muwaganya: What do youdo? : covered them.1 asked the doctor wheth- : youmeet? : she fainted, and a team from the Red : had received a phone call that my child
Apolot:'m a businesswoman : ermy child was alive,and thedoctorre- : Apolot: Teachers used tobethere. : Crossandthepolicecarriedheraway. ~ : had died. He told me that it was my wife
' : What business? : plied by telling me to calm down.Iinsist- : Defence lawyer: Whenyouwouldget : Judge:Canweagreethatwedon’ttake : whohad called.
Apolot:Isell greens. : ed and asked again, but the doctorgave : the teachers there, would you enter the : every picture? : Muwaganya: Whatis thename of your
Muwaganya: Where doyou live? - : me the shocking news of how all were : scheolwith the child? :  Next witness walks in. Marvin Otim : wife?
Apolot: Ggaba : dead. :  Apolot: Yes. : Komaketch, the father of Agenorworth- :  Otim: Namujju Kurthum.
Muwaganya: Where do you trade : Muwaganya: Sowhat followed? Defence lawyer: Were you always : Otim (Prosecution witness three) i Muwaganya: S6 you said vou jumped
from? i :  Apolot:Ilost all the energy I had.The : checked by the security? :  Judge: Whatis your name? : on a boda, which place in Ggaba did you
Apolot: Ggaba Water area. : police came and decided to take all the : Apolot: They would check bagstosee : Witness: Komaketch Marvin Otim, fa- : go?
Muwaganya: Do youkpow GideonEte- : dead bodies to Mulago. : whichclotheswerethere. . - : thertoAgenorworthOtim. - ¢ Otim:Iwenthome first. :
ku? ¢ Muwaganya: Before the police came, : Defencelawyer:Whattimedidyoual- : Judge:How old are you? Muwaganya: Upon reaching home?
Apolot:Iused tocall him myson : did you getachance tosee Gideon? What : ways picked him up from school? ¢ Otim:T'm 32 years. :  Otim:Iwas told they were in the hos-
: How old was he? : statewashein? ¢ Apolot:4pm. : Judge: What is your religion? : pital.
Apolot: Two and a half years old. ¢ Apolot: Hehad beenstabbedandhad : Defence lawyer: While picking him, : Otim:I'ma Catholic. :  Muwaganya: Which hospital?
Muwaganya: On April 2, where were : alot of blood. The bodies were taken to : would youentertheschoolpremises?  : Hetakesoath. :  Otim:Its called Wentz Medical Centre.
you? : Mulago.I remained at home sinceIwas : Apolot:Yes. :  Judge: Mr Otim, are you comfortable : Muwaganya: What followed?
Apolot: T woke up that very morning, : alone and Icould not follow them. . Defence lawyer: When entering the : speakingtocourtin English? ¢ Otim: There was a lot of security de-
prepared him, and took himtotheday- : Muwaganya: What followed? : school,wereyou always checked? . Otim: I prefer to use Luganda be- : ployment,but I entered the medical cen-
care.Ileft him there and went backtodo : Apolot: The following day, we organ- : Apolot:No. cause I'm at home. (cheers : tre,andIwent and Isaw thechild.
my daily chores. : ised to have Gideon’s body picked up : Defence lawyer: Yousaid from the public). ¢ Muwaganya: Where was your child?
Muwaganya: Which daycare? Whereis : from the hospital. We picked him and : it was your friend Nakimu- £ 5 Judge: Theywillinterpret : Otim:Shewasin anemergencyroom
it found? : took the body home in Kampala and lat- : 1i who informed you about A for you the question he : Muwaganya: In what state was your
Apolot: Shebreaksdown and failstore- : er,looked for transport to take the body : thesadincident. Whattime & will ask, okay? ¢ child?
spond for a while : toPallisafor theburial. : wasit? Otim: Okay. : Otim: Her neck had been cut,and she
Muwaganya: We are going to ask you : Muwaganya. What happened in Palli- : Apolot: 11am. Muwaganya: Where do : haddied.
to be strong such that we can go through : sa? : Defence lawyer: Did the youlive? :  Muwaganya: What followed?
this process of court. :  Apolot: We prepared for burial : school ever inform you about Otim: Ggaba Water ¢ Otim: Mymother came.
Apolot: It is found herein Ggaba :  Muwaganya: When was he buried? : theincident? Muwaganya: What do : Muwaganya: Whatisthename of your
Muwaganya: What followed? : . Apolot:WeburiedhimonaSaturday : Apolot:No. :  youdoforaliving? : mother?
Apolot:Iwentbacktomyusualwork : Muwaganya: Finally, Stella, did you | Defence lawyer: Did you ever findse- : - Otim:Pmachef. ¢ Otim: Amono Jackie.
Muwaganya: What followed? : happen to know the person whokilled : curity personnel at the gate every time : Muwaganya: Do you know thatman : Judge: What is the name of your moth-
Apolot: It was like at 11am when a : him(Gideon)? : youwould bring your child? : sittingdown there (pointing toOkello)?  : eragain?
friend known asNakimuli calledme.She : Apolot:No,Jjustsaw himinphotos,but : Apolot: They used to be therebut this : Otim: Yes. :  Otim: Amono Jackie
asked me whether I’had taken my child : I'have now seen him heretoday. : lowerside. ! Muwaganya:Howdoyouknowhim? : Muwaganya:Whathappened?
_toschool.Ireplied yes,and shesaid,“Hur- : - Muwaganya: Did you know the ac- : Defel:lcelawyerSotheywerenoton ¢ Otim: I know him 3s a suspect who : Otim: The bodies were taken to Mula-
rytotheschoolbecausethereisanassail- : cused person before theincident? : thisside of the gate? . : killed thechildren. : go.
.ant who has entered it and killed some : Apolot:No. . Apolot:Ican’tlie. :  Muwagan¥g: How about the person : Muwaganya: How many bodies were
_ ofthechildren”IlostenergyandIeven : Muwaganya:Mylord,thatisallforthis : Defence lawyer: When you would : called Keisha jorth Otim? : taken toMulago?
failed towalk.Ijumped on aboda. : witness.She is available for cross exami- : cometosdxoo],wmﬂdymxﬁndmesecu ¢ Otim:Ikriewherverywellbecauseshe : Otim:Allthosekilled
When I reached the gate, there wereso : nation. :_rity officers at the gate? : wasmydaughter. : Muwaganya:Didyougettoknowthe
many people there.Ijust forced myself : - Defence lawyer Sarah Awelo (Okel- :  Apolot: They would be there. ! Muwaganya: Howold? :
through and went straight to his class- : lo’s lawyer): Stella, accept our condo- : - Defence lawyer: Did the security of- : Otim: She wasgoing tomake twoyears : Otlm.Yes ,they were four.
room. Upon reaching there Istarted call- : lences. We have a few questions to ask : ficerscheckyou? : onthe28 of thismonth. :  Muwaganya: Did you go to Mulago?
ing him, but there was noresponse.Iwas : you.At what time did youtake thechild : Apolot: It was the teachers whoused : Muwaganya: So what happened on : Otim: Yes,I went there and stayed until
told by a certain lady that some children : toschool that fatefulday? 3 : tocheck. - - : April2? : Iwas given the postmortem report.
had been taken to-Wentz Hospital.So1 i . Apolet:1used totakehim earlylikeat. :- DefencelawyerOnceagam,accept ;  Otim:I woke up early as usual and : Muwaganya: What followed?
started walking there but I alsofailed to : 7ambmthatdayldelayed 2 aurcondelences. « - = went towork. Then my supervisor came: :+ Otim: After the postmortem, we were
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Trial of s suspected baby killer starts

FromPage 5

So around 11 am, our neighbour,An-
net Ssekamate, sent her son, Sseyonga, !

to our home to ask us if Ignatius was at

school. We said yes and she told us to :

hurry to the school as they had killed
four children there.

My brother was stronger, dressed up

quickly, and rushed to school.I was so
fearful.I stayed home, but since he was
not coming back, I tried calling him on
the phone,but he had leftit at home.

But shortly after;,1 saw Aloysius crying;
and I knew my soncould have been one
of the victims. While he was returning,
he was crying and calling out my son’s
name,and I knew he had also died.

So I told him to go back to follow up.
We called them when they had reached
Mulago, as they wanted some money to

- transport the body after it had been giv-
entothem.

_Isentthem money,and they returned
with the body.

Kiiza: Who are those who returned
withthebody? -

Mbazira: My brother Aloysius and
‘the auntie? I saw it was my own child
with stitches around the neck.

Kiiza: What followed?

Mbazira: I called the village people
Jjust to confirm that the child had died,
though they had heard of it in rumours.

Kiiza: Which village?

—Mbazira: Namabeya in Gomba Dis-
_trict.1told them that the burial is the
following day, which was on April 3.

We slept and set off the following day-- :

at around 8am. We buried him around
4pm. ~
Kiiza: That is all for this witness
Defence lawyer Sarah Awelo: Our
condolences. Did the school ever tell
you about the incident?
Mbazira: They came home
_ Awelo: After how long?
Mbazira: They came that very day. .
Awelo: Dlotigx‘u also used to drop the
child at sch
Mbagzira: Only the mother did
Awelo: That is all my lord.
Judge: Any re-examination?
Kiiza: No,my lord, nore-exam.

Judge: Thank you for coming to give

us the evidence, and thank you for be-
ing strong. Please receive and accept
our sincere condolences upon the loss
of your son. You can now go and sit.

Mr Simon Okurut, the father of
Ryan Odeke (5th prosecution wit-
ness)

your name?
Witness: Okurut Simon.
Judge: How old are you?
Okurut: 30 years old. -
Judge: What is your religion?
Okurut: Muslim.
Takes oath.
Anna Kiiza: Where do you reside?
Okurut: Ggaba Mission.

Kiiza: Where is Ggaba Mission found?

Okurut: Nearthe police.

Kiiza: Which Division?

Okurut: Makindye.

Kiiza: What do you do for a living?

Okurut: Uber driver.

Kiiza: Do you know Odeke Ryan?

Okurut:Tknow him.

Kiiza: How.do you know him?

Okurut: Heis my son.

Kiiza: Whereis Ryan?

Okurut:Iburied him.

Kiiza: How old was Ryan?

Okurut: He was one year and three
months.

Kiiza: Do you know the accused per-
son before the court?

Judge: Good afternoon sir. What is

: day. :
Okurut: Iwoke up very early that day,

: and I even woke Ryan up from sleep.I
: decided to drop him at the daycare in
: Ggaba, and I went to do my work. At
. around 11am,I had taken a client to
. Kajjansi and my wife called telling me
¢ thatthereis a problem at Ryan’s school.

Okurut: Yes, I saw him on the day
when hekilled the children.

. Kiiza:Which day was that?

Okurut: April 2.

Kiiza: Tell court what happened that :

Kiiza: What is the name of your wife?
Okurut: Nakaligga Jalia.

Kiiza: What did she tell you?
Okurut: She said there was a prob-

- lem,but I told her that I was far and I
: asked her to rush there instead. So I
: called her after 10 minutes, and she
: -asked me to rush to school. I rushed to
--school, and I found so many people,so-:
;. Idecided to park up there, far from the
. school near Kampala University.

So I sloped down and saw my child

- with his neck cut. They had put the

. body on the verandah of the school

i and covered it. When I uncovered him, -
¢ Ifound that they had cut his neck (Oku- :

rut becomes very emotional in the wit-

- Mr Marvm Ko-
- - maketch Otim, father
of dead child.

ness stand).Istarted yelling,and people

who were near me comforted me. They !
told me that my wife had fainted and :

had also been rushed to Wentz Medi-

ipm HRm inoE nvgh“

Eteku Gideon
- Ignatius Sseruyange
Ryan Odeke. -

May their souls
Testineternal peace.

UoS Ve

cal Centre.I was there for about 10 min-

ibbon marking it as a scene of crime.
travelled to Pallisa,and reached there at

around 9am on Friday, having left Kam- :
. day whenIsaw him.

pala at around 4am. We worked on the

. burial programme and buried him that

very day on Friday.

Kiiza: My lord, that is all for this wit-
;. n%sn

Judge: Cross-examination?

i Kumbuga: Sorry for what happened
- i toyour child,and I pray that something :

¢ like that doesn’t happen to a parent.
- But for purposes of justice,l ask you to :
: respond toanumber of questions. :
: MrOkurut,will Iberight tosay thatat :
- the time of the death of your son, you
- werenot at the school? :

Okurut: I wasnot at the school.

death of your child?

We picked the body from Mulagoand
: him?

Okurut: The people who comfort-
ed me are the ones who told me that
‘come and see the murderer who killed

. your son is on the police patrol. (His re-
. : sponse attracted applause from the
public) :

Kumbuga: Who told you that the ac-

s cused in court is responsible for the
: death of your son?

Okurut: People told me that thekiller

is there on the patrol car.

Judge: Repeat that answer
Okurut: I don’t know them but they

: said ‘come and see the man who killed
: your child.(Clapping from the crowd).

i Kumbuga: Were you among those
- who used to take your child to school?

Okurut: Yes my lord. -
Kumbuga: On the days you used to

take your child to school, were you be-
ing checked by security?

Okurut: No,but teachers would come,

get our children, pick them from our
i cars.

Kumbuga: As a parent who lost a

child, did the school ever tell you what
utes, then came back toawhere the body :
was. The police had at this time put a !

happened?

Okurut: Not yet.

Kambuga: You said you know the ac-
cused person.How long had you known

Okurut: I knew him that very fateful
Kumbuga: For how long?

Okurut: About five minutes.
Kumbuga: Would you be able to de-

. scribe how he was dressed given that
: you had seen him for about five min-

utes?
Okurut: I don’t remember very well,
but like he was dressed in a checked

shirt (attracting ululation from the pub-
. lic).

Kumbuga: My lord,’'m through with
this witness.
Kiiza: My lord, we have no questions

¢ inre-exam for this witness.
¢ Kumbuga: Will 1 also beright tosay :
: that you don’t know the person who :
: identified for you the suspect?
- Judge: The question is not clear, re- :
: peatit.

Kumbuga: Who told you that the ac-
cused in court is responsible for the : water. We return at 3:35pm. Court ad-

Judge: Mr Okurut, thank you so
much for coming and we extend our

. condolences to you upon the loss of

your son.
Judge: Let’s have a 30-minute break.
Let’s stretch and then also take some

¢ journs
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Formalising your business

Rise of
hybrid
systems

DIGITAL PAYMENTS
MARIE PATRICIA
NATAKWA

Hybrid models are also emerging
in trade finance. For instance, at
Patasente,a platform developed by
ANGELS, businegses can digitise in-
voices and access early payments
through partner banks. While the
system’s core operations run on
web platforms and mobile appli-
cations, suppliers without smart-

" phones can still interact with the

system through SMS notifications
or basic phone interactions.:

“The heavy lifting happens on
the platform’s backend,”Bakka ex-
plains. “But the last-mile supplier
—mayonlyneedabasicphone”

Similar hybrid systems have been
deployed elsewhere in emerging
marKkets. In India, the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) allows us--

ers to conduct digital transactions °

“across multiple financial institu-
tions and devices, including fea--
ture phones, by relying on interop-

erable infrastructure and openap-

plication programming interfaces.

The groundwork

Uganda has made strong pro-
gress under the National Payment
Systems framework. The regula-
tory clarity provided by the Bank
of Uganda has enabled fintech
growth while safeguarding con-
sumers.

Jabel emphasizes that acceler-

ating this inngvation requires ex-

pandmg regulatory sandbox pro-
grammes, deployment*of a nation-
al digital identity framework to

support e-KYC and client authen- -

tication when transacting, broad- -

er e-KYC integrations, and clearer =
frameworks forembedded finance

and hybnd delivery models.
To make rural adoption realistic,

he suggests deeper partnerships. _
This is 50 as to enable telecoms to

reduce USSD and data costs for fi-
nancial inclusion services. Govern-
ment to incentivize rural connec-
tivity. And for solar and device pro-
viders to enable powered, afforda-
ble user, agent, and merchant de-
vices.

“Financial inclusion is an ecosys-
tem challenge. No single financial
institution or fintech can solve it
alone;”Jabel adds.

For Bakka, the lesson for African
fintech ecosystems lies in build- -
ing shared digital platforms rath-
er than isolated applications.
“The power comes from platfor-
misation and open APIs,” he says.
“Banks;telecoms and fintech com-
panies need to operate on shared
infrastructure”

Uganda’s fintech future may
therefore depend less on building
the fastest apps and more on build-
ing the most adaptable infrastruc-
ture.

o oA e

What investors are missing

FINTECH
MARIE PATRICIA
NATAKWA

Uganda’s financial technology sector is
expanding rapidly. However, much of
this growth is happening in a country
where reliable internet access remains
far from universal.

Actoss Africa, fintech has emerged as
one of the fastest growing sectorsin the
digital economy. According to the Afri-
can Fintech Report, the continent hosts
more than 1,200 fintech companies,
up from fewer than 450 in 2020.Invest-
ment has followed the momentum,
with African fintech startups attract-
ing more than US$1.4 billion in venture
funding in 2023 alone.

Uganda is part of this expansion. Ac-
cording to the Financial Sector Deep-
ening Uganda (FSD Uganda) report, the
country had about 184 fintech compa-
nies by October 2024, spanning digital
payments, lending platforms, insur-
ance services and financial manage-
ment tools.

The Sector created more than 10,000
jobs in 2022, with projections for fur-
ther growth, and now contributes
around 7 percent of Uganda’s Gross Do-
mestic Product.

Yet the country’s ﬁntech success
has been built less on internet-driv-
en banking and more on mobile mon-
ey infrastructure. KPMG’s State of the
Fintech Industry Report indicates that
Uganda’s mobile money ecosystem has
grown rapidly. The number of transac-
tions increased from 532.5 million in

* 2022 to 612.8 million in 2024. By 2025,

the country had about 34.6 million ac-
tive mobile money users, already ex-
ceeding the 24 million formal bank ac-
counts. Additionally, annual mobile

~ money transactions have also surged,

reaching over Shs253.7 trillion by2024.

But the country’s digital transforma-
tion carries a paradox.

Connectivity gap

#In most mature fintech economies,
innovations are built on the presump-
tion of affordability and connectivity,
an assumption that crumbles in Ugan-
da’s digital inclusion ecosystem,” says
George Bakka, the chief executive of-
ficer, ANGELS. As such, hybrid or offline
first models are not just design prefer-
ence but rather strategic imperatives.

In Uganda’s context, while fintech
platforms continue to multiply, in
ternet connectivity remains limit-
ed.Uganda’s internet penetration rate
stands at approximately 34.4 percent
of the population, far below Kenya’s
57 percent and South Africa’s 83 per-
cent. Smartphone penetration is sim-
ilarly uneven, particularly in rural are-
as where feature phones remain domi-
nant and network coverage can fluctu-
ate between 2G connectivity and com-
plete signal loss.

These constraints limit the ability of
fintech products designed for constant

internet access to reach large segments

of the population.

in the offline fintech boom

Mobile money and agent banking
shops in Ntinda. Industry esti-
mates show the number of mobile
money and financial service agents
increased from about 447,100
agents in 2022 to more than
741,400 by 2024. PHOTO/ISAAC - -
KASAMANI

Takeaways

* |n Uganda’s context, while fintech
platforms continue to multiply, internet
connectivity remains limited. Uganda’s -
internet penetration rate stands at
approximately 34.4 percent of the
population, far below Kenya’s 57 percent
and South Africa’s 83 percent

According to a KPMG State of FinTech
report, Uganda attracted about $6 million
in fintech investment in 2024, compared
with $367 million in South Africa, $301
million in Kenya and $243 million in
Nigeria.

Financial utility

“The market is not asking for
a purely digital experience,
it's asking for a reliable
financial utility that works
with the tools they have.

“You have a massive population with
feature phones or low-end smartphones
and a reliance on USSD (Un structured
Supplementary Servuce Data).

Yet many fintech products are built for
smartphone apps with constant connec-
tivity”says Bakka.

Richard Jabel, chief executive of the
Agent Banking Company (ABC), high-
lights the challenge further, noting,“In
muchof rural Uganda, internet access
is inconsistent, and smartphone pene-
tration remains low. Designing fintech
solutions that assume stable data access
would exclude the majority of citizens.”

Additionally, Bakka reinforcing the
need for hybrid systems, illustrates the
vulnerabilities of internet access, not-
ing that the periodicinternet shutdowns
which occur in Uganda, have the poten-
tial to bring digital platforms to a halt.
For companies operating digital finan-
cial systems, the impact can be immedi-
ate.

“If we project a weekly invoice process-
ing volume of about $200,000 [Shs736
billion], a week-long shutdown can put
that entire volume at risk,”he says.

These structural barriers are also re-
flected in investment patterns. Uganda’s
fintech ecosystem still attracts far less

capital than some of Africa’s larger tech-

nology hubs.

According to a KPMG State of FinTech
report, Uganda attracted about $6 mil-
lion in fintech investment in 2024, com-
pared with $367 million in South Africa,
$301 million in Kenya and $243 million
in Nigeria.

This gap has shaped how local inno-
vators design financial technology.“The
market is not asking for a purely digital
experience, it’s asking for a reliable fi-
nancial utility that works with the tools
they have,”says Bakka

As such, rather than building complex
app based ecosystems that require reli-
able internet access, many Ugandan fin-
tech solutions focus on low cost technol-
ogies such as USSD services, SMS alerts
and physical agent networks.

- “Agent networks in particular have ex-

panded rapidly Industry estimates show
the number of mobile money and finan-
cial service agentsincreased from about
447,100 agents in 2022 to more than

741,400 by 2024. These agents function
as the physical interface between many
Ugandans and the country’s digital fi-
nancial system. .

Rise of hybrid systems
Offline-first or hybrid fintech systems
are designed to anticipate connectivity

* disruptions. Transactions can be initiat-

ed and stored locally on a device or with-
in intermediary infrastructure before
being synchronised with central servers
once connectivity returns.

“Our model is hybrid,” explains Jabel.
“It includes USSD for basic transactions
on feature phones, SMS confirmations,a
shared agent network for cash transac-
tions, and apps and web portals for dig-
itally enabled users.”

“This blended approach has proven far
more effective than an app-only strategy
in bridging the rural divide,”he adds.

Hybrid fintech models are also trans-
forming sectors such as agriculture,
trade finance, insurance, and small busi-
ness lending.

One such platform is EzyAgric,a Ugan-
dan agricultural technology company
attempting to digitise key parts of the
farming value chain.

“We are building an end-to-end digital
agriculture ecosystem that helps farm-
ers access trusted inputs,advisory servic-
es, finance, and markets all in one place;”

says William Luyinda, chief executive of-
: '.ﬁoerandlfmmdel;l-:zyAgnc. z :

|
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Parents recount horror as trial of

Emotions ran high
yesterday as grieving
parents revealed the
harrowing moments
they went through upon :
learning about the death :
of their toddlers, with
one parent collapsing

and fainting underthe
weight of sorrow during
the trial that kicked
offyesterday, with six
prosecution witnesses
testifying out of the 11.
BYANTHONY WESAKA
& JULIETKIGONGO :
tella Apolot,Gideon Atektfs mother
(prosecution witness two). :
Justice Alice Komuhangi : :
Khaukha: Are you comfortable : =
withthe Luganda language? -
Apolot: Yes,mylord.
Judge: Please help hertake the oath. s
Apolot takes the oath.
Judge: Please speak louder so that we :
canallhear: ’ s : walk there,and I got a boda to the med- .
Chief State Attorney Jonathan Mu- : icalcentre.
waganya: Repeat your name. :  Muwaganya: What did you find there :
Apolot: 'm Apolot Stella i atthe medical centre? :
Muwaganya: How old? . Apolot: I entered a room that had :
Apolot: 36 years : three children,and I saw that they had :
Muwaganya: What do youdo? : covered them. asked the doctor wheth- :
Apolot: 'm a businesswoman : ermy child was alive,and the doctor re- :
" Muwaganya: What business? : plied by telling me to calm down.Iinsist- :
Apolot:Isell greens. : ed and asked again, but the doctor gave :
Muwaganya: Where do youlive? : me the shocking news of how all were :
Apolot: Ggaba : dead. :
Muwaganya: Where do you trade : : So what followed?
from? :  Apolot:Ilost all the energy I had. The
Apolot: GgabaWater area. ' : police came and decided to take all the :
Muwaganya: Do youkpow GideonEte- : dead bodies to Mulago.
ku? :  Muwaganya: Before the police came, :
Apolot:Iused tocall him myson : did you get a chance to see Gideon? What
Muwaganya: How old was he? : statewashein? :
Apolot: Two and a halfyears old. : Apolot: He had been stabbed and had :
Muwaganya: On April 2, where were : alot of blood. The bodies were taken to :
you? : Mulago.Iremained at home sinceIwas :
Apolot: I woke up that very morning, : alone andIcould not follow them. :
prepared him, and took him totheday- : Muwaganya: What followed?

care.Ileft him there and went backtodo :
my daily chores. :
Muwaganya: Which daycare? Whereis :
it found? : took the body home in Kampala and lat-
Apolot: She breaks down and fails tore-
spond for awhile :
Muwaganya: We are going to ask you ;
to be strong such that we can gothrough : sa?

: toPallisafor the burial.

this process of court. Apolot: We prepared for burial
Apolot:Itis found herein Ggaba :  Muwaganya: When was he buried?
Muwaganya: What followed? : . Apolot:Weburied himon aSaturday  :
Apolot: Iwent back tomy usual work Muwaganya: Finally, Stella, did you :

: What followed? : happen to know the person who killed

Apolot: It was like at 11am when a : him(Gideon)?

friend known as Nakimuli calledme.She : Apolot:No,Ijustsaw himin photos,but :

asked me whether T had taken my child : Thave nowseenhim heretoday.

.toschool.Ireplied yes,and she said,“Hur- :

rytotheschool becausethereisanassail- : cused person before theincident?
.ant who has entered it and killed some : Apolot:No. :
_ - of the children”.1 lost energy,and Ieven : Muwaganya.Mylord,thatlsallfort}ns :

failed towalk.Ijumped on aboda. : witness.She is available for cross exami-
When I reached the gate,there wereso : nation.
many people there.I just forced myself :
through and went straight to his class-
room. Upon reaching there,Istarted call- :
ing him, but there was no response.Iwas 5
told by a certain lady that some children :
had been taken to-Wentz Hospital.So 1 -
stanedwallangﬂmene,butialsoﬁﬂedto

toschool that fatefulday?
i 7ambutthatdayTdelayed

: school,were you always checked?
Apolot: The following day, we organ- :
: ised to have Gideon’s body picked up *
from the hospital. We picked him and :
: i who informed you about
: er,looked for transport to take the body :
. wasit?

Muwaganya: What happened in Palli- :

school ever inform you about
theincident?

Muwaganya: Did you know the ac- :
: thisside of the gate?

Defence lawyer Sarah Awelo (Okel- : -
: lo’s lawyer): Stella, accept our condo- -
lences. We have a few questions to ask
you. At what time did you take the child

. Apolot: 1 used to take him early like at. <-
" " ourcondelences.

Defence lawyer: At what time did .

: you take Gideon to school on that ﬁate- :

fulday? -
Apolot: At8am
Defence lawyer: When you would

bring the child to school, whom would :
: youmeet?

Apolot: Teachers used to be there.

the teachers there, would you enter the
school with the child?
Apolot: Yes.

i Defence lawyer: Were you always :
: checked by the security? :
Apolot: They would check bags to see :
: whichclotheswerethere. . -

: Defencelawyer: What timedidyoual- :
: ‘ways picked him up from school? :

Apolot:4pm.

Defence lawyer: While picking him,

would you enter the school premises?
Apolot: Yes. -
Defence lawyer: When entering the

Apolot: No.

Defence lawyer: You said
it was your friend Nakimu-
thesad incident. What time

Apolot: 11am.

Defence lawyer: Did the

Apolot:No.

Defence lawyer: Did you ever find se- :
: curity personnel at the gate every time :
: youwould bring your child?
Apolot: They used to be there but this :
: lowerside. :
Defencelawyer-Someywerenoton :

Apolot:Ican’tlie.
Defence lawyer: When you would

: come to school, would you find the secu- :
: ity officers at the gate?

Apolot.‘fheywouldbeﬂlelé

Defence lawyer: Did the security of- :

ficerscheck you?

Apolot: It was the teache:ls who used :
: tocheck.
~Defence lawyer- Once agam, accept :

Judge: Any re-examination?
Muwaganya: No.
- Judge: Stella, thank you for coming,

3 and we condole with you on theloss of :
: yourbaby. :
As Apolot wasleaving the witnessdock, :
: had received a phone call that my child
: had died. He told me that it was my wife
: whohad called.

: she fainted, and a team from the Red
: Cross and the police carried her away.

Defence lawyer: When you would get :
: every picture?

Judge: Can we agree that we don’t take
Next witness walks in. Marvin Otim

Otim (Prosecution witness three)
Judge: What is your name?

Judge: How old are you?
Otim:I'm 32 years.

Judge: Whatis your religion?
Otim:I'm a Catholic.
Hetakesoath.

:  Judge: Mr Otim, are you comnfortable :
: speakingto court in English? :

Otim: I prefer to use Luganda be-
cause I'm at home (cheers
fromthe pubhc)

\ will ask okay?
Otim: Okay.

you live?
Otim: Ggaba Water

youdo for aliving?
-Otim:’'machef

Muwaganya: Do you know that man
: sittingdown there (pointing to Okello)?

Otim: Yes.
Muwaganya: How do you know him?

Otim: I know him as a suspect who :
:  Muwaganyg: How about the person :
 called Keisha Agenerworth

Otim: I kniew her very well becauseshe :
: wasmydaughter. .

Ootim?

Muwaganya: How old?

Otim: She was going to make twoyears  :
: onthe28ofthismonth. :
: Muwaganya: So what happened on :
: April2? -
Otim: I woke up early as usual and :

= went towork Theh my supervisor came: :+

; : wife?
: Komaketch, the father of Agenorworth

pital.

Judge: They will interpret
for you the question he :
 child?

Muwaganya: What do :
: mother?

: People line up for security checks before attending the gublic court hearing in Ggaba yesterday. PHOTOS/ABUBAKER LUBOWA

. and told memy child had died.Iquickly
: jumped onto a boda, and I came to Gga-
: ba

Muwaganya: Did your supervisor tell

: youwhich child had died?.

Otim: Keisha. My supervisor said he

Muwaganya: What is thename of your

Otim: Namujju Kurthum.
Muwaganya: So you said vou jumped

 ona boda, which place in Ggaba did you
Witness: Komaketch Marvin Otim, fa- :
: therto AgenorworthOtim. - :

go?
Otim:Iwent homefirst. : '
Muwaganya: Upon reaching home?
Otim: I was told they were in the hos-

Muwaganya: Which hospital?
Otim: It's called Wentz Medical Centre.
Muwaganya: What followed?
Otim: There was a lot of security de-

ployment, but I entered the medical cen-
: tre,and Iwent and I'saw the child.

Muwaganya: Where was your child?
Otim: She was in an emergency room
Muwaganya: In what state was your

Otim: Her neck had been cut, and she

Muwaganya: Where do had died.

Muwaganya: What followed?
Otim: My mother came.
Muwaganya: What is the name of your

Otim: Amono Jackie.
Judge: What is the name of your moth-

: eragain?

Otim: Amono Jackie

Muwaganya: What happened?
Otim: The bodies were taken to Mula-

: go.

‘Muwaganya: How many bodies were

: taken to Mulago?

Otim: All thosekilled
Muwaganya: Did you get to know the

number?

Otim: Yes; they werefour.
Muwaganya: Did you go to Mulago?
Otim: Yes,I went there and stayed until

: I'wasgiven the postmortemreport.

Muwaganya; What followed?
Otim: After the postmortem, we were
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given the body My mother bought a cof- Otim: No,because I saw him that fate-
finand brought her homein Ggaba. e ful day when Ijumped onaboda. ;
Muwaganya: Where did you take her : Kumbuga: So there was no security as :
body? : you dropped the children at the gate?
Otim: Ggaba. Otim: No,it’s the teachers who would
: Whose place? : receive the children,though on thatday, :

Olim.AtJjajia’shome,vmoismymoﬂl- :
2 i-atschool.

Muwaganya What fo]lowed? What : ; ;

happened next?

Tl aﬂcl
Otim: We made preparations to go to :

So | sloped down and

thevillage in Gulu for the burial. - got my child with a cut
Muwaganya.Dldyosugot«av’rhevil]aga> - neck. They had put the
Otim: Yes,wesetoffonFriday .. - body on the verandah
Muwaganya: What happened when : of the school and

youreachedGulw? = - - " covered it. When lun-
Otim: We slept, some were very tired, covered him, | found

and the burial was the following day. : : that they had cut his
Muwaganya: So, when was your child : ‘neck.” -

buried? 2 s : ~ i —Mr Simon Okurut, witness
Otim: She was buried on Saturday at : :

midday = : Kumbuga: So there was no security?
Muwaganya: That is all for this wit- : Otim: No security. :

ness. He is available for cross-examma— s
tion.
Judge: Who is doing the cross-exami-
nation, Mr Kumbuga? :
Defence lawyer Richard Kumbuga: :
Mr Komakech,'m a lawyer,and I wish :
to ask you some questions.So,would I be :
right to say that you were told your child :
was dead?
Otim: I told you because I was calléd :
while at my workplace. At my workplace, :
wearenot allowed touseourphones.
Kumbuga: Were you told who had
kﬂ]edher> :

7 }(mnbug.a:”SQ,Wﬂuberighttosa!yﬂns :

: seetheaccused?
:  Otim:Isaw him,though Ididn’t know
: she had been killed from there. When I

Okellohad killed the babies.

: thehospital?

¢ Otim:Ididn’t see him.
¢ Kumbuga: At the time you saw that
: person while on aboda,[had he been ar-
: rested]?
:  Otim:Hewasonapolice patrolcar.
Kumbuga: Would I be correct to say

Red Cross officials attend to a parent who collapsed durlng the ngh Court

session in Ggaba yesterday

: it wasn’t me who dropped the child off
{ Muwaganya:
: thechild offatschool?

: plearound that day you werenotableto :

have sufficient time to observe the ac-
: cused?

Otim: I was going home on a boda, but

: when Ireached the hospital,I saw him
] : onsocialmedia.

: isthefirstday you areseeinghimtoday? :
¢ was dressed?

Kumbuga: Do you remember how he

Otim: Idon’t remember.
- Muwaganya: You said on that fateful

: dayit wasn’t you who brought the child
: toschool? -

Otim: Yes, it was my neighbour; called
So,who always dropped

: Derrick. _

Otim: Sometimes it was me, and some-

: timeshermother.

:  Judge: Our smcere condolences, and
: thankyoufor coming. 7
: Lawrence Mbazira, father of Ignatius

Sseruyange :
Judge: How old areyou?

:  Mbazira:40yearsold.
" Takes oath -

AnnaKiiza: Where do you stay?
Mbazira: Ggaba Water

Anna Kiiza; Whatdoyoudo?
Mbazira: Carpenter.

Kiiza: Whereis Sseruyange?

Mbazira: Heis deceased. =
Kiiza: What happened that day?
Mbazira: At around 7am, the mother;

: Namiyingo Beth, bathed him, dressed
s : ¢ him in sportswear and then took him to
: was at thehospital.Theard people saying :
v : Development Centre.
Kumbuga: Did you see theaccused at :
: bye tome. The child complained of how
: Thad not responded to his bye, but I told
: hmlﬂxatlhacLAndIsaldbyeloudlythls

school. It’s called Ggaba Early Childheod
While they were leaving, the child said

71 : Continues on Page 6
thatsinceyouwereonaboda,youdidn't : - 3
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From Page 5

So around 11 am, our neighbour, An- .
net Ssekamate, sent her son, Sseyonga, :
to our home to ask us if Ignatius was at :

school. We said yes and she told us to
hurry to the school as they had killed
four children there.

My brother was stronger, dressed up
quickly, and rushed to school.I was so
fearful. I stayed home, but since he was
not coming back, I tried calling him on
the phone, but he had left it at home.

But shortly after;1 saw Aloysius crying;
andIknewmy son could have beenone
of the victims. While he was returning,
he was crying and calling out my son’s
name,and I knew he had also died.

So 1 told him to go back to follow up.
We called them when they had reached
Mulago, as they wanted some money to

_transport the body afterit had been giv-
entothem.

Isent them money, and they returned
‘with the body.

Kiiza: Who are those who returned
withthebody? -

Mbazira: My brother Aloysius and
‘the auntie? I saw it was my own child
with stitches around the neck.

Kiiza: What followed?

Mbazira: I called the village people
just to confirm that the child had died,

though they had heard of it in rumours.

Kiiza: Which village?
—Mbazira: Namabeya in Gomba Dis-
_trict.1 told them that the burial is the
following day,which was on April 3.
We slept and set off the following day

at around 8am. We buried him around

4pm. '
Kiiza: That is all for this witness

Defence lawyer Sarah Awelo: Our-

condolences. Did the school ever tell
you about the incident?

Mbagzira: They came home

Awelo: After how long? )

Mbazira: They came that very day. .

Awelo: Did you also used to drop the
child at school#* ;

Mbazira: Only the mother did

Awelo: That is all my lord.

Judge: Any re-examination?

Kiiza: No,my lord,no re-exam.

Judge: Thank you for coming to give
us the evidence, and thank you for be-
ing strong. Please receive and accept
our sincere condolences upon the loss
of your son. You can now go and sit.

Mr Simon Okurut, the father of
Ryan Odeke (5th prosecution wit-

ness)

Judge: Good afternoon sir. What is '

your name?
Witness: Okurut Simon.
Judge: How old are you?
Okurut: 30 years old.
Judge: What is your religion?
Okurut: Muslim.
Takes oath.
Anna Kiiza: Where do you reside?
Okurut: Ggaba Mission.
Kiiza: Where is Ggaba Mission found?
Okurut: Near the police.
Kiiza: Which Division?
Okurut: Makindye.
Kiiza: What do you do for a living?
Okurut: Uber driver.
Kiiza: Do you know Odeke Ryan?
Okurut:Tknow him.
Kiiza: How do you know him?
Okurut: He is my son.
Kiiza: Whereis Ryan?
Okurut: I buried him.
Kiiza: How old wasRyan? .
Okurut: He was one year and three
months.

Kiiza: Do you know the accused per-

son before the court?

Okurut: Yes, I saw him on the day

when hekilled the children. ;
Kiiza: Which day was that?
Okurut: April 2. ;
Kiiza: Tell court what happened that

day. ;

Okurut: I woke up very early that day,
and I even woke Ryan up from sleep.I :
decided to drop him at the daycarein :

Ggaba, and I went to do my work. At

around 11am, I had taken a client to :
Kajjansi and my wife called telling me

that there is a problem at Ryan’s school.
Kiiza: What is the name of your wife?
Okurut: Nakaligga Jalia.
Kiiza: What did she tell you?
Okurut: She said there was a prob-

¢ lem,but I told her thatI was far and I
: asked her to rush there instead. So I
: called her after 10 minutes, and she
.- asked me to rush to school. I rushed to
: -school, and I found so many people,so-
: Idecided to park up there, far from the
¢ school near Kampala University.

So I sloped down and saw my child

; with his neck cut. They had put the

body on the verandah of the school

. and covered it. When I uncovered him,
Ifound that they had cut his neck (Oku- :
rut becomes very emotional in the wit-

SEmrasss

Eteku G:deon
- Ignatius Sseruyange
Ryan Odeke. -

May their souls
Testin eternal peace.

cal Centre.I was there for about 10 min-

. ribbon marking it as a scene of crime.

very day on Friday.

ness.
Judge: Cross-examination?

: respond toa number of questions.
¢ MrOkurut,willIberight tosay thatat :
; © the time of the death of your son, you
- Mr Marvm Ko- : werenot at the school? :
maketch Otim, father Okurut: Iwas not at the school.

of dead'crhlld
: that you don’t know the person who
. identified for you the suspect?

who were near me comforted me.They :
told me that my wife had fainted and :

had also been rushed to Wentz Medi- @ death of your child?

~ | We picked the body from Mulago and :
- travelled to Pallisa,and reached thereat
. around 9am on Friday, having left Kam-
- | pala at around 4am. We worked on the :

- burial programme and buried him that :

Kiiza: My lord, that is all for this wit- :
: scribe how he was dressed given that
. you had seen him for about five min-
¢ Kumbuga: Sorry for what happened
. toyour child,and I pray that something :
¢ like that doesn’t happen to a parent. :
. But for purposes of justice,I ask youto :
: lic).

Okurut: The people who comfort-
ed me are the ones who told me that
‘come and see the murderer who killed
your son is on the police patrol. (His re-
sponse attracted applause from the
public) :

Kumbuga: Who told you that the ac-
cused in court is responsible for the
death of your son?

Okurut: People told me that the killer
is there on the patrol car.

Judge: Repeat that answer

Okurut: I don’t know them but they
said ‘come and see the man who killed
your child.(Clapping from the crowd).

Kumbuga: Were you among those

whoused to take your child to school?

Okurut: Yes my lord.

Kumbuga: On the days you used to
take your child to school, were you be-
ingchecked by security?

Okurut: No,but teachers would come,

. get our children, pick them from our
: cars.

Kumbuga: As a parent who lost a

child, did the school ever tell you what
. utes,then came back to where the body
. was. The police had at this time puta

happened?

Okurut: Not yet.

Kambuga: You said you know the ac-
cused person.How long had you known
him?

Okurut: I knew him that very fateful
day whenIsaw him.

Kumbuga: For how long?

Okurut: About five minutes.

Kumbuga: Would you be able to de-

utes?

Okurut: I don’t remember very well,
but like he was dressed in a checked
shirt (attracting uhﬂa’mnﬁmn&emb-

Kumbuga: My lord,’'m thmugh with
this witness.
Kiiza: My lord, we have no questions

¢ inre-exam for this witness.
Kumbuga: Will I also be right to say :
¢ much for coming and we extend our
i condolences to you upon the loss of
v : - Judge: The question is not clear, re- :
. nessstand).Istarted yelling,and people @ peatit. :

Kumbuga: Who told you that the ac-
cused in court is responsible for the | water. We return at 3: 35pm. Court ad-

Judge: Mr Okurut, thank you so

your son.

Judge: Let’s have a 30-minute break. -

Let’s stretch and then also take some

journs

“*



The sub-regionis bless-
ed with a combination
of' natural undulating
mountainous won-
ders,rich cultural heri-
tage, and a gateway to
neighbouring DR Congo
and South Sudan.

BY FELIXWAROM OKELLO

or years, the West Nile Sub-region’s
tourism potential has remained
largely untapped, dwarfed by the :

well-trodden safari circuits of the

western region and the white-water- :
rafting capital of Jinja in eastern Ugan-
d& : TP W e i B

Yet, West Nile possesses a unique and
= compelling tourism portfolio that, if :
. strategically developed, could trans- :
form it into one of Uganda’s most :

sought-after destinations.

Opportunities range from water :
- sports on the River Nile, mountain hik- : =

ing, off-road biking and cycling up the = -==

hills of Metu in Moyo District.

The sub-region is blessed with acom- = =

bination of natural undulating moun-

tainous wonders, rich cultural herit- | —

age, and a strategic location that posi- | ==
tions it as a gateway to two neighbour-
ing countries —the Democratic Repub- :

. licof Congo,and South Sudan. ,

RO T 1 2on i ,-

gration,among others. -

“We know about some of the sites,
but most of them are idle. They are
in a poor state without any improve-

the weekend. -

“Even the Miriadua Falls in our dis-
trict, are not generating income for the
people and local government. A few
people struggled to discover and utilise
this site, but not much money is gener-

ated fromit,”he added.

= e e
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Tourists enioy a boatride on River Nile in Adjurhani District. PHOTO/ MARKO

- TAIBOT

Sources said to tap into the tourism :
revenue, stakeholders, from local gov--
ernments to private investors and com-
munity leaders,must move beyond a :
fragmented approach ant embrace a :
-_¢ cohesive, region-wide strategy centred °
on infrastructure, product develop-. :
ment,marketing,and cross-border inte-

8hs4.8 trillion

ment.I think government is unwilling !
to assist the local governments to re- :
vive these sites,”Mr Luiji Ondoma,ares- :
ident of Maracha, told Daily Monitorat :

- velopers should be supported to con-

struct modern lodges.”

The Nile also creates a natural border
with South Sudan and the DRC,adding :
ageopolitical intrigue that can be pack-

a_ged into adventure tourism.

The amount Uganda earned from

the tourism sectorin 2024, accor- | W

ding to the Tourism ministry.

Arua City Mayor Sam Wadri Nyakua
emphasised the importance of tourism
in promoting local content. He urged

the visitors to spend locally by buying

- local productslike honey, onang-onang,

For instance, Mr Joseph Opio, a resi- :
dent of Nyapea Sub-county in Zombo
District; said at the weekend: “Thereis
aneed to prioritise infrastructure and !
private investment in accommodation. '
I only saw good hotels in Arua City and
not in Zombo or Nebbi or Pakwach or
even in Koboko, The international tour-
ists have their standards. So, private de- -

kitenge, among others.

During the World Tourism Day na- :
tional celebrations in Arua City last :
- ferry and canoes, rides through refugee
camps and most importantly through
. Ajai Game Reserve”

Arua Central Division MP Jackson :
Atlm‘a said: “We need the roads °
linking the sites to be worked uponin

September, Mr Nyakua reminded Pres-

ident Museveni on the pledge to con-

struct a museum in Giligili.-

order to promote tourism to harness :
" revenue and livelihood. Thereis aneed
for the establishment of a tourism
information centre and regional :

museum.”

Dr Jimmy Opigo, a tourism expert :

_ developer and entrepreneur in West :
i Nile, organises boat cruises on the Nile.

:  “We have always talked of West Nile : -

: tourism and people have wondered

. what is there and how we exactly :

© start or spark action. And we start :

ith ‘RaceTheNile' 800 kilometres, : .
ich is coming up from November

: 23-28, international cycling race

. poised to rival the TourDeFrance and :

- TourDeRwanda,”he said.
Explaining why this race is important

for West Nile in tourism, Dr Opigo, :

said: “This race is special because it is :

the only race where most of its part is

along the mighty River Nile, along two
countries’ borders; DRC and South
Sudan, which passes the foot of Mount
Otce, crosses the Nile twice by vintage

“Remember, West Nile has Alur, Jon-
am, Lugbara, Kakwa, Reli, Gimara, Ali-
ba, Nubian, Aringa, Madi, Kebu, Ledu,

How West Nlle can tap
into tourism windfall
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rybarrierhasbeeninﬁastructure. -

While the main roads from Pakwach

: to Oraba have been tarmacked, the
: feeder roads leading to key attractions
: like Mount Kei, the Miradua Falls, the
¢ Audi Caves,Mt Otce in Moyo, the Alikua
: Pyramid in Maracha, the burial site for
¢ Nyipir in Nebbi District, the hot spring
- in Panyimur in Pakwach District,and
. other remote cultural sites remain in
¢ poor condition.

Also,tour operators often cite a lack of

standard accommodation as the single

. biggest reason they do not include West

e Nile in their itineraries.

==2 Before devising a strategy,
===
to recognise the wealth of

sources said it is essential

attractions that West Nile
already possesses.
First, the hidden treasures of
Mount Keiin Yumbe, Mt Otce-
-1,600 metres above sea level
with about 160 bird species in
Moyo and Mount Wati in Terego
districts are the facets to
promotion of tourism. These rise
vividly from the savannah plains,
offering not only spectacular
panoramic views but also
world-class rock climbing
opportunities.
Unlike the more comniercialised
climbing destinations elsewhere,
these mountains provide an
-authentic, rugged adventure -
experience. The surrounding
landscape is also home to
large populations of diverse
bird species, otheranimal ~
species, making them ideal for
ecotourism and bird watching.

sic and dance, especially Congolese Lin-
foods”he added.

ism sector remains nascent. The prima-

However, local investors in Adjuma-

i have recently constructed both mid-
. range and high end lodges that are
: comfortable for the tourists.

They also said the sub-region is still er-

 roneously associated with instability-a

hangover from the days of the Lord’s
Resistance Army (LRA) insurgency and

: former president Idi Amin’s‘syndrome’.

Obongi MP Hassan Kaps Fungaroo,

- has for the past six years been advocat-
¢ ing for the construction of a museum
- - in honour of President Amin, but the

- . plans have been thwarted.

“This museum will be a learning and
research centre, and could attract tour-

: ists once it is well-stocked with differ-
: ent artefacts. Why should West Nile
. continue to suffer because of some of
¢ the things which were done during Idi
¢ Amin’s era? We should fight this nega-
¢ tivity because we need to move on with
. developments,”Mr Fungaroo said.

Sources said West Nile must adopt a

multi-pronged strategy to address chal-
- lenges and attract tourists.

Government’sresponse

The Minister of Tourism Wildlife and

. Antiquities, Col (rtd) Tom Butime, con- -
¢ curred on the need for development
. because there is loss of revenue from

: theidlesitesin the sub-region.

“West Nile is ripe for tourism because

. of the strategic location with the trans-
. formation that is improving and you
i must embrace tourism because it talks
i about the community. You cannot talk
i about tourists and the community do
- notbenefit, he said.

Mr Butime added: “It is a sector that

touches communities, that keeps

transport running, that brings tourists

- to the hotels, which will make a cup of

: milk to find a market, potatoes to be

¢ bought, people will be employed. Once

. the sites are revived, the tourists will
' : come.”

Congolese and several South Suda- :
nese refugees whose cultures have
formed a melting point for foods, mu- :

Given West Nile’s position as a gate-
way; there is immense potential for bor-

der tourism. Simplifying visa processes
- for tourists entering from South Sudan

gala Rumba and Arab influenced tasty :
- der posts that cater specifically to trav-
Despite these assets, West Nile’s tour-
: more cross-border tourism circuits.

and the DRC,and creating one-stop bor-

ellers, could, among others, encourage

IIIIIIII|II|IlllIII|IIIIIIINIIlIIIIlIIIllllllllllIIHIIIIlIIIlIllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllIIIIlIlIIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIlllIIllllllllllllII|IIIIIIIIIlIII'IIIIIIIlIlIllI"IIIIIIlllIlllllll"ll!IIIIIlllllIHllmlllllllllllllllllIIllllllllIIIIIIllIlmlllllllllll|IIlllIIIIlllllIIlllIIlll‘llllllllllllllﬂlllllllll|IIIIIIIIIIlIIHlIIIIIIHlllllllllll|||l|Ill|ll|ll|lll|l|lllll|ll|l

BY SUSAN ACHOLA :

ni Agggo District followmg a prote
@achers tharb broke out last‘Iﬁursday

€ (CAO) over: thematter ; =
~They were, howeye; falmed by M‘f

Patnck.ohl& the CAO and Ms Susan. -

- Akot Moro, the-deputy Resident Dis- :

- trict Commissionet; who held meetings *
* with them to address the matter
One of the teachers, who spoke to this
ublication on condition of anonymity, °
id they would only return to class af-

" The1éacher: note&ﬂrét the dxstmct

has only processed the documents of

two teachiers to be enrolled on govem-
‘ment payzoll’ - ‘

" “Despite diligently carrylng eut our
professional duties; the prolonged de- *
lay in payment has placed us under :
severe financial strain, making it ex-

sfandjng salarids owed ‘to the affect—
“ed staff and & clear explanatlon ispro: :
‘vided regarding the cause of the seven. .
- mionths delay in salary payment, the :.

 Jetterreads.

_It adds: “..this step is not mtended to
: disrupt the education of learnefs but

: teachers wnfs’&m:recmwng their sala
» nesbecause'ﬂaeu names dréalready on-

thel payrolI .we havé-already rectified

.the situation. The delay was caused be—

causethere. Was no monegthermmstry
has now secured it,”MrOlila explained.

reqtmements,as stipulated bkthe pﬁb
hc servmestandingorders. =

“But now .we have taken sevenl,
. months witheut suceessfuﬂak access-.
ing our pay. We cannot afford life out=’;

. side now, we cannot afford tg transport

‘Kotornor Seed SS has 28 teachers, with * ourselves to the'school;becatise there is

only three of them, including the head

teacher able to access the government

‘No accommodatmn for staff there "the
¢ teacher said. -

"3
|
|
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: EDITORIAL

Together, we can end
the HIV/Aids scourge

housands of people on Sunday participated in the
13th Kabaka Birthday Run. The event, which is held

- in major urban centres across the country annual-
ly, is aimed at sensmsmg the populace about the HIV/

Aids pandemi¢ and’ securing funds to combat the scourge.
The event that commemorates the birthday of the king of Bu-
ganda, Kabaka Ronald Mutebi II, is organised by the Bugan-
da Kingdom in conjunction with government agencies, private
sector organisations, business entities, and the general public.
Proceeds from the event have, over the years, contribut-
“ed tremendously towards efforts to fight HIV/Aids, a ma-

jor health challenge that has claimed thousands of lives.

Great strides have been made ever since the war agamst the
HIV/Aids scourge was launched in 1986. This progress is in a
large part due to the government’s sustained effort to edu-
cate people about the pandemic in order to reduce its spread.

In this life-saving goal, the government has, over the years, re-

ceived support from its development
partners, non-governmental organi-
sations, religious organisations, busi-

Theissue: ness entities, and cultural organisations.
HIV/AIds fight According to the Uganda Aids Commis-

ok ' sion, annual Aids-related deaths reduced
Our view:

from 56,000 in 2010 to 20,000 in 2024.
th the There was a fall in new HIV infections from
~ 96,000 to 37,000 over the same period.
Impressive headway has also been
made in increasing the number of peo-
ple enrolled onto antiretroviral treatment.
However, the fight against HIV/Aids has
been heavily reliant on foreign funding,
largely from the United States government.
This key revenue source was abruptly dis-
rupted following the United States govern-
ment’s reduction in the amount of mon-
ey allocated to Uganda to fight HIV/Aids.
This has disrupted Uganda’s war
against HIV/Aids, including the provi-
sion of antiretroviral treatment to 1.4
“ million citizens living with the virus.
With the fore1gn fundJng greatly reduced, the onus is on
the Government of Uganda to find other sources of rev-
enue locally to maintain the fight against HIV/Aids.
The Buganda Kingdom initiative is playing a key role in filling the
financial gap that the government is currently struggling to close.
We commend Kabaka Mutebi II, the Buganda King-
dom, and its partners, and the general public for tak-
ing part in the Kabaka Birthday Run, an event that pro-
vides much-needed funds for the anti-HIV/Aids fight.
Other. cultiiral institutions, religious organisations,
and non-governmental organisations should emu-
late the Buganda Kingdom and organise fundrais-
ing events to secure funds for the war against HIV/Aids.
We also call upon business entities to consider the an-
ti-HIV/Aids fight as a key corporate social respon-
sibility and donate generously towards the cause.
To the public, we say every individual should take re-
sponsibility for his or her health. Do not*engage in
risky behaviour that can expose you to HIV/Aids.
Those who are already infected should seek treatment and live

positively Do not intentionally infect other people with the virus.

- Our comm:tment to you

We pledge: SET
® To beacuﬂaﬁandfamnallwedo s
® Tobe respectﬁﬁeallmourpursurtoﬂhe‘tmth

® To refuse to accept any compensatlonbeyond that pmvnded i

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news
gathering and decision-making.
Further, we ask that- we be informed whenever you feel that we
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments.

: Managing Director Susan Nsibirwa=' = Ag. General Manager Editorial Allan Chekwech
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OTE OF Uganda Law Society president Isaac Ssemakadde on mobile court for Ggaba k
“This...is judicial lynching dressed as public participation. A trial conducted at the scene of a crime, under political pressure and publlc
outrage, cannot meet the standards of an independent and impartial hearing.”

illings trial :

Cartoon. Pope Leo has said he has no fear of the Trump administration and will continue to speak out

against war.
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Law vs humanity: Justice,
mercy, and the msamw defence

ustice must wear two robes: one of
law and one of humanity”This par-
adox lies at the heart of the insani-
ty defence in criminal law. It forces
us to ask whether justice should be blind to -
mercy or whether it must embrace both the
strictness of the law and the compassion of
human understanding.

The Uganda’s Penal Code Act,Cap.128
provides the legal foundation for this doc-
trine. Section 11 states that a person is not
criminally responsible if, at the time of the
act, they were suffering from a“disease of
the mind”that rendered them incapable
of understanding what they were doing or
of knowing that it was wrong. This princi-
ple,rooted in the historic M’Naghten Rules
of 1843, reflects the foundation of criminal
law: liability requires both the act itself (ac-
tusreus) and the guilty mind (mens rea).
Without intent, punishment loses its mor-
aljustification. The law presumes sanity,but
allows this presumption toberebutted by -
credible psychiatric evidence. Courts rely on
expert testimony,cross-examination,and ju-
dicial oversight to ensure the defence isnot
abused.Defendants found not guilty by rea-
son of insanity are not “set free”but are con-
fined to psychiatric institutions, often for in-
determinate periods, with release contin-
gent on medical clearance and judicial ap-

proval. S :

Yet the law’s clarity often collides with
public outrage. When heinous crimes oceur,
such as the Ggaba murder of four toddlers,
society instinctively demands retribution.
Communities expect justice to be visible, -
proportionate,and firm.

Tomany, the insanity defence appears as
aloophole.Public outrage reflects a retribu-
tive instinct,echoing the ancient cry of lex
talionis:“An eye for an eye,and a tooth fora
tooth”(Exodus 21:24).Families of victims of-

Kampala, Uganda

:29/358th Street, P.O. Box 12141

d)ustlce is nelther ;

> tomercynor
- deaf to the cries of vic-
tims,itis abalance

- that sustams the

_moral fabric of ,_sociéty.

ten feel justice has not been served when in-
sanity is invoked. The tension between le-
gal principle and public emotion is, there-
fore, profound.

From the mental health perspective, psy-
chiatry views insanity not as moral failure
but asillness. In such cases, treatment rath-
er than punishment becomes the appropri-
ateresponse.

Human rights principles provide a bridge
between law and public sentiment. Ugan-
da’s Constitution enshrines fundamental
rights: Article 28 guarantees theright toa

_ fair hearing, while Article 24 prohibits tor-

ture,cruel,inhuman, or degrading treat-
ment.International conventions such as
the International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights (ICCPR) and the African Char-
ter on Human and Peoples’Rights reinforce
these protections.Even those accused of hei-
nous crimes retain their humanity Justice
must, therefore balance accountability with
protection of rights. The insanity defence
embodies this balance. It ensures punish-
ment is reserved for those who act with ra-
tional intent, while those whose minds are
impaired are treated in ways that respect
their dignity and protect society.

Phones 0312301100/101

Christian ethics provide a moral com-
pass in this debate. Scripture teaches: “What
does the Lord require of you? To act just-
ly and to love mercy and to walk humbly
with your God”(Micah 6:8). Justice without

mercy becomes cruelty; mercy without jus-
~ tice becomes weakness. The insanity de-

fence embodies this balance,it does not ex-
cuse wrongdoing but recognises that pun-
ishment must be morally justified. Societal
norms, however, often lean toward retribu-
ton.

The Ggaba case is more than a trial; itisa
mirror reflecting Uganda’s struggle torec-
oncile law,morality,and public sentiment.
Courts will rely on psychiatric evaluations,
judicial oversight,and the safeguards of law

to ensure the insanity defence is not abused.

But the public will continue to demand an-
swers,and perhaps even reforms. Justice
must prevail not as vengeance alone,nor
asunchecked compassion,but as a balance
of accountability and humanity. The Penal
Code Act,Cap.128,insists that true justice
cannot ignore the mind. The public insists
that true justice cannot ignore the victims.
Between these two truths lies the hardest
path of all: ajustice that embraces both law
and humanity.

The insanity defence in Uganda is not
about excusing crime but about ensuring
justice remains morally justified. The Gga-
ba tragedy has reigmted debate but thelaw
must remain firm: requires
intent,and where intent is absent due to
mental illness, treatment and confinement
are the just response. Uganda must decide
whether justice will be blind to mercy or
whether it will embrace both law and hu-
manity The answer will define not only the

ou'tcomeofonecasebutthemoralcompass =

of anation.
Truejushcelsneltherbhndtomercynor

deaf'to the cries of victims, it is a balance

that sustains the moral fabric of society.

g Ms Alleluah Orishaba,
~ Kalikumutima & Co.Advocates
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