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KAMPALA. The British High Com- ! 
mission has advised the government to , 
harness creative ideas from young peo- i 

pIe on how to manage waste effectively 
and create jobs to spur a circular econo-

Create greenjobs from waste, ellvoy tells govt . ~ 
my through recyding. . 

Speaking at the Chevening Alumni As- . 
sodation-funded Students for Sustain­
able Waste Management Summit last ! 

Thursday,Lisa Chesney, the British High : 
Commissioner to Uganda, said. Ugan- . 
dans should stop viewing waste as mere 
rubbish and instead explore the creative 
ideas and solutions students are develop­
ingin schools to manage it, while also lev­
eraging partnerships arising from such 
initiatives. 

"Change mea1lS trying new things, and 
change starts withyou. I am inspired by 

-the creativity, brilliant innovations and 
ideas that are coming from the students 
who don't think of.waste as rubbish, but 
Inve things they are creating out of it," 

said. 
e explained that the Students for 

team found that many students had de­
, veloped a keen interest in the subject;· 

with some initiating and designing scal­
able solutions,projects and programmes 
within their schools that could be trans­
formed into full-time jobs and employ­
ment opportunities. 

MsJbrahim added that the group 
is now able to develop a behaviour­
aLchangecommunication.strategy for 
Kampala City, empower communities 
to manage their own waste, and is plano' 
ning to lobby the government to include 
waste management in the national 
school curriculum. 

Mr James Bond Kubenero, the deputy 
director for environment and sanitation 
management at KCCA,said the initiative 
has become the authority's flagship pro­
ject for sustainable waste management, 
targetingthe younger generation. 

Unable Waste Management Pro- British High Commissioner to Uganda Lisa Chesney (centre) wears a raincoat made from recycled polythene bags by 
;upported by the Chevening Alum- • students from Kawempe Muslim SSS at Hotel Africana last week. PHOTO/STEPHEN OTAGE 
ugran me Fund through the British ' 

1 Commission,is a typical example of 
)actful,sustainable and transforma-

"We want quick change. The biggest 
problem is behaviour-waste isn't being 
sorted, and people end up disposing of it 
wrongly. People are disposing of waste in 
water channels and pit-latrines. We are 
spending a lot of money constructing 

t ; projects that the British government 
e .. peets beneficiaries of the one-year 
Chevening Scholarships to establish up­
on returning home, to address commu­
nitY challenges. .. . 

Some of the areas offocus include cli­
In ate action, resilient architecture,infra­
s u~agro-industrialisatio!l andjob 
·creation. . 

-: __ : - Citing the Kiteezi tragedy in 2024, she 
. said she was recently impressed by a. 

group of youth collecting old polyethyl-

ene bags and recycling them into la­
dies'handbags and other crafts. 

She added that the Students 
for Sustainable Waste Manage­
ment project, affiliated with 
the British High Commission 
through Chevening Alum­
ni,have mobilised 10,000 stu­
dents from the five divisions 
of Kampala City and brought to­
gether 10 schools to address a com-
mon issue. It has also created partner­
ships between schools, Kampala Capital 
City Authority (KCCA), the British High 

Commission, .alumni, par-
ents, teachers and stu­

dents to translate ideas 
into practical action­
ultimately generating 
jobs. 

Asked what .makes 
the project unique, the 

project lead, Ms Sham­
im Ibrahim, said their ; 

initial intention waS to en- ; 
rol the 10 schools across Kam· 

pala's divisions to assess students'knowl- . 
edgeofwastemanagement 

"In most of the schools, we found sever- roads, yet you find someone ignorantly 
al clubs, including environmental clubs disposing of waste on roads and, when 
with vibrant membership and leader- it rains, the roads are washed away. We 
ship,butmost members had little knowl- want the students to carry the message 
edge about waste management," she totheparents,"hesaid. 
said. Students from Kawempe Muslim SS, 

At the Uganda Society for the DeafVo- who developed a waste management 
cational School in Rubaga, she noted, app bringing together stakeholders in 
it was surprising to learn that stu,dents the sector, emerged as top performers 
had never been invited to partidpate-in at the summit Other innovations show­
waste management activities outside cased included chandeliers made from 
their usual environment waste glass bottles,plastic pavers, water 

However, after training, monitoring purifiers and furniture made from recy­
and evaluating the intervention, the ; cled wood. 
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On the night-of April 14, 
2008, a raging inferno 
tore through Nass0-
10 dormitqry at Budo 
Jun.ior School, Wakiso 
District, suffocating 20 
Primary Four pupils and 
leaving an entire gen­
eration marked by grief 
and trauma. We revisit 
this tragedy through 
the eye& of a survivor 18 
years later. 

BYD" JI DWALUGEMBE 

- - j A . surviving the fire that en­
b .. :ed one of the dormitories at 
Buddo Junior School-one orugan­
da's deadliest school inddents -18 

years ago, Dr Joan Nanteza turned her 
pain into purpose, rising frpm the ash­
es of depression to emerge as a medical 
doctor. 

On the night of April 14, 2008, a raging 
inferno tore through Nassolo dormitory 
at Buddo Junior School., Wakiso District, 
$Uffocating 20 Primary Four pupils and 
leaving an entire generation marked by 
gIief and trauma 
The cause of the inferno remains un­

known, .but its impact has endured, 
shaping lives in both visible and hidden 
ways. 

Surviving the flames 
Dr Nanteza welcomes us into her 

clinical court at Rocket Health Clinic -
Ga.yaza, with a smile. At the time ofth~ 

How Buddo Junior School ru-e 
survivor rose above trauma 

. deadlyfire,shewasinPrimaryFour. 
"The fire started while some ofuswere 

sleeping. I felt my feet getting cold. I 
thought I had not covered myselfwell. 
I opened my eyes and noticed one of the 
upper beds was on fire. I shouted, 'Peo­
ple! Fire!' This created panic in the dor­

. mitory, whiCh housea about 60 learn-

H Q 

Dr-Nanteza 
attended Lubin 
Secondary 
School and 
Kawempe 
Muslim 
Secondary 
School 
beforejoining 
Makerere 

. Universityfor 
a Bachelor of 
Medicine and 
Surgery, which 
she completed 
in 2024. 

Dr Joan Nanteza, 
the 2008 Budo 
Junior School fire 
survivor, during 
the an interview in 
Gayaza, Kampala 
at the weekend. 
PHOTOfDAVID 
WALUGEMBE 

tingthe door, crying outfor help. 
"Since it was a wooden door, we creat­

ed a hole in it and managed to get out. 
The fire, which had started near the en­
trance, was spreading very fast. There 
was a lot of smoke, and we were cough­
ing and suffocating," she narrates. 

Dr Nanteza adds that she managed to 
escape the death trap although she lost 
everything, including books, clothes, a 
mattress, and her favourite Bata shoes. 
After some time, teachers, cooks, and 
other learners came to the rescue of 
some learners still trapped inside the 
dormitory. Unfortunately, 20 learners 
did not survive. 

The late Yvonne Namaganda, a ten­
year~old pupil, died while saving other 
learners trapped inside the dormitory. 

. As panic spread among pupils, Nama­
ganda repeatedly ran back into the 
burning dormitory to bring out her col­
leagues. 

"I remember it was about the seventh 
person or the sixth person that she was 
bringing out When she went back in­
side, she got stuck and did not come 
out Without Namaganda's courage, the 
death toll wquld likely have been much 

: higher,D DrNanteza explains. 
ers," sherecalJs. 
the dormitory's doors had been ~ Theeffects 

locked by the matron, who was sleep- The inferno affected Dr Nanteza's ed­
ing at the extrel1.!e corner of a v~ ucationandmentalhealth.Herparents 
long block. Since it was the last wee'!" of had to hire a counsellor to help her over­
the first term, some learners were still comethe depression. 
.awake, talking. . , didnot go to school for the entire 

lliey rus~ed to ilie exit ana began rut- T seconaterm due to the trauma. loy 

went back to school in the third term. 
I enrolled in a different school, Living 
Hall Primary School., and became a day 
scholar. I used to cry a lot. I would see 
people talking to me, but I could not re­
spond to them, D she says. 

The survivor says her mindset to­
wards boarding schools changed. She 
only lived in a dormitory again when 
she was in Senior Six. Today, she cannot 
allow her child or advise a parent to take 
their child to a boarding school until the 
child is atleast over eight years. 

"I am proofthatlearners in day schools 
also perform well. An eight-year-old 
child can rescue themselves from a 
tough situation. But imagine a two or 
four-year-old child in a boarding school 
I urge all institutions to follow emergen­
cypreparedness plans,D she says. 

Graduatingfrom struggle 
Dr Nantezaattended Lubiri Secondary 

School and Kawempe Muslim S'econd­
ary School before joining Makerere Uni- .. .. 
versity for a Bachelor of Medicine and 
Surgery, which she completed in 2024. 

: "Parents of my deceased colleagues aI­
. ways cry whenever they see me, reflect­

ing on how far their children might 
have gone if they were still alive. I saw 
that at my graduation party. I urge the 
government to prioritise the safety of 
learners at school.," she says. 

The scars of that terrible night still lin­
ger in the lives of survivors arid in the 
tears Qnparents who never saw their 

• children grow. 
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