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50 CASES OF STOLEN CARS PROBED LAST YEAR ACROSS BORDERS 

POLICE PROBE EMERGING 
THEFT Of CARGO TRUCKS 
FROM KENYA, S N 
~y'_~;'~!!~,.~~.~~.~~ ................ .. . 
Security agencies led by the 
POll c· are" investigating a 
growing cross-border criminal 
network shifting its focus from 
luxury sport utility vehicles 
(SUVs) to cargo trucks 
originating from neighbouring 
countries. 

According to authorities, 
this Kampala-based racket 
represents a new frontier in 
organised motor vehicle theft 
across East and Central Africa. 

confessed to 
stolen vehicles 
borders ana selling them 
within the region, exposing 
a transnational chain that 
investigators said is becoming 
increasingly sophisticated. 

Among the vehicles linked to 
the pair was a Toyota Harrier, 
registration number UBN 
885D, stolen from Francis 
Agaba in Kiwatule on July I9, 
2025. 

The suspects admitted 

INTERPOL DATA 
Elata from the Directorate of Interpol 
and International Relations in lSampala' 
shows' that 50 cases of cross-border 
motor vehicle theft were invest igated 
in 2025. 

Using the global 1-24/7 policing 
system, officers conducted 387 motor 
vehicle searches and intercepted four 
vehicles during Operat ion USALAMA Xi. 

"It further verified and cleared 600 

motor vehicles. There was a 64% 
increase in the number of recovered 
stolen vehicles last year (32 out of 
50) compared to 42% in 2024 (21 
out of 57). This was attributed to 
the directorate's role in disrupting 
motor vehic le theft through effective 
cross-border intelligence sharing and 
co-ordinated operations," reads the 
rep·ort. 

then falsely report them 
stolen to claim insurance 
compensation, making 
repatriation complicated once 
the vehicles are impounded. 

The directorate, headed by 
Assistant Inspector General 
of Police Joseph Obwona, 
credited the improvement 
to cross-border intelligence 
sharing and co-ordinated 
regional operations. 

The warning follows the 
arrest of two suspected 
members of a regional vehicle 
theft ring in August 2025, 
whose confessions exposed 
a wider criminal !3ipeline 
stretching from Kenya and 
Sudan through South Sudan 
into Kampala. 

On August I3, 2025, the Police 
arrested Ismail' Gumikiriza, 
also known as Rogers, 
Musiimenta and Musilamu .. · 
together with Fred Kinene 
alias Kevin, believing all were 
part of a local vehicle theft 
syndicate operating within the 
Kampala metropolitan area. 

transporting it to DR Congo, 
where it was sold to a 
suspected criminal kingpin, 
Ibrahim Oralega, at sh25m. 
They also confessed to stealing 
another white Harrier of the 
UBJ series from a one Baguma 
in Kyanja in July 2025, which 
they sold at shIOm. 

Gumikiriza reportedly 
admitted to stealing an Alphard 
with Ruth Musiimenta and 
Kenny Matovu from Saul in 
Katooke, Nabweru diviSion, in 
2024. It was sold at sh9m. 

The suspects were later 
arraigned· before the City 
Hall Court in· Kampala and 
remanded to Luzira Prison 
on September 5, last year, 
according to the Police report. 

CRIMINALS CHANGE STaATEGY , 
A senior officer attached to 
Interpol told New Vision 
yesterday . that vehicle thieves 
are now changing tactics. 
Instead of targeting SUV s from 
distant countries such as South 
Africa and UK, criminals are 
increasingly targeting cargo 
trucks from neighbouring 
conflict-affected regions. 

stolen or fraudulently acquired 
in Kenya and Sudan before 
being driven to Uganda for 
dismantling. 

"This is a major shift in the 
criminal pattern. Cargo trucks 
are easier to move across 
borders, easier to disguise 
within regional trade and once 
dismantled, tracking becomes 
extremely difficult," the officer 
said. 

often cross into Kenya 
and obtain trucks through 
fraudulent financing or 
mortgage arrangements. Banks 
install tracking devices, but the 
vehicles are quickly driven 
across the border into Kampala 
and dismantled into spare 
parts before they are sold." 

"Out of the recovered 
vehicles, 21 were repatriated 
to their countries of origin, 
five were handed over to 
verified owners and six remain 
under further management," 
Obwona said. 

Despite the cross-border 
progress, motor vehicle theft 
remains a significant domestic 
challenge. According to the 
2025 annual crime report, 
Police recorded 875 vehicle 
theft cases in 2025, down from 
999 in 2024· 

However, during 
interrogation, .the suspects 
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'Management Authority (NEMA) has 
·ordered the developers of Odungu 
Resort Beach in Munyonyo to 
restore a section of the Lake Victoria 
shoreline within 21 days, following an 

. investigation by The Weekend Vision 
that exposed illegal encroachment. 

In an environmental restoration 
order issued on April 7, 2026, NEMA 
said" its enforcement feam uncovered 
multiple violations during a site 
inspection carried out on April 6 in 
Mulungu, Buziga zone in Makindye 
division, Kampala. 

According to the findings, the 
encroachers constructed a perimeter 
wall extending approximately 98m 
into Lake Victoria and rising about 
I.3m above the water leveL 

The inspection further revealed that 
a stretch of the lakeshore measuring 
about 226m, covering nearly one 
acre, had been,altered and developed 
without the mandatory environmental 
approvals . . 

NEMA said the developments fall 
within the legally protected lakeshore 

According to the officer, 
cargo trucks are now being 

~ 
He added: "The suspects 

Another source revealed 
that criminals also purchase 
vehicles legitimately abroad, 
drive them into Uganda and 

NEMA orders Lake Victoria encroacher to restore shoreline 
zone and contravene proVISIOns 
of the National Environment Act, 
which restricts construction and land 
reclamation within buffer zones meant 
to safeguard water bodies. 

"You constructed structures within 
the protected lakeshore zone without 

. prior written approval, resulting in 
environmental degradation," the 
NEMA order states. 

The order was signed by NEMA 
executive director Barirega . 
Akankwasah, who said the directive will 
remain in force until full environmental 
restoration is achieved. 

As part of the directive, the 
encroachers have been instructed 
.to immediately cease all ongoing 
activities at the site. According to 
the restoration order, they must also 
demolish the illegal structures, remove 
all construction materials, including 
stones and gab ions dumped into the 
lake and restore the shoreline to its 
original condition. The authority further 
ordered the encroachers to vacate the 
protected zone with immediate effect, 

A perimeter wall of Odungu Beach constructed in the waters of 
Lake Victoria at Mulungu in Munyonyo, Makindye division 

zz 
The total stretch of 
the shoreline that was 
developed without approval. 

warning !that non-compliance within 
the stipulated 2I days will trigger 
enforcement action. This could include 
forced restoration, recovery of costs 
through legal proceedings and possible 
criminal prosecution. 

The action follows an investigation 
in The Weekend Vision, which 
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highlighted growing concerns about 
illegal developments along Lake 
Victoria, particularly in upscale lakeside 
suburbs such as MunyonyO and Buziga. 
The report documented how sections 
of the shoreline are increasingly being 
reclaimed for private resorts, residences 
and leisure facilities. 

Environmental experts have long 
warned that such encroachment poses 
serious risks to the lake's ecosystem. 
The destruction of natural buffer zones 
not only threatens biodiversity but 
also increases water pollution, disrup.ts 
natural drainage systems and heighte~ 
the risk of flooding in surrounding: 
communities. 

According to environmental experts, 
Lake Victoria, which serves as a critical 
source of water, food and livelihood for 
millions across East Africa, is particularly 
vulnerable to human activity along itS 
shores. Conservationists argue that 
unchecked construction undermines 
both environmental sustainabilitv and 
public access to the lake. . 

Akankwasah said NEMA has 
intensified enforcement operations 
targeting illegal developments it! ~ 
wetlands and along water bodies. 


