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Judy Rugasira, managing director, Knight Frank Uganda on new building Jaw: "The real test 
now is whether authorities at the city councils will use these new powers as a shield for the public or a sword for extortion." 

We lUllst protect 
enviroI1Illent 

T
he decision by the National Environment Management 
Authority (Nema) to compel an encroacher to restore the 
shoreline of Lake Victoria is a timely and commendable 
assertion of environmental stewardship in Uganda. 

Nerna,in an i:)rdefissued onApril7,2026,asked developers of 
a beach in Munyonyo,Kampala, to restore a section of the Lake 
Victoria shoreline within 21 days. 

There are over 220 metres of the shoreline that were devel­
oped without approval, which must be restored to the origi­
nalstate. 

For years, encroachment on wetlands and lake shores has 
steadily eroded the ecologi­
cal integrity of our natural re­
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Our view: 
Numa's firm action 
sends a cieal' message: 
nvil'Onmentqllaws 

13.l'e enforceable. By 
ordering the restoration 
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a specific violation, 
but also setting a 
precedent that illegal 
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applause becauser 

It al igns 'ith both 
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global commitments 
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development. 

sources. These fragile ecosys­
tems are vital buffers against 
flooding, breeding grounds for 
fish, and lifelines for commu­
nities whose livelihoods de­
pend on them. 

The degradation of Lake 
. Victoria's shoreline has had 
far-reaching consequences, 
from declining fish stocks to 
increased water pollution. 

Nema's firm action sends a 
clear message: environmental 
laws are enforceable. By order­
ing the restoration of the de­
graded shoreline, the Authori­
ty is not only correcting a spe­
cific violation, but also setting 
a precedent that illegal devel­
opments will not be tolerated, 
regardless of the stature or in­
fluence of those involved. 

.r This move deserves applause 
because it aligns with both na­
tional priorities and global 
commitments to sustainable 
development. 

Uganda cannot afford to sac­
rifice its ilatural heritage at the 
altar of Short-term gain. 
The restoration of the Lake 

Victoria shoreline is a step to­
ward reversing years of envi­

- rqnmental neglect and degra­
dation. 

Therefore, enforcement must be consistent and sustained. 
One decisive action, though significant,is not enough. 

Nema must bUild on this momentum by intensifying mon­
itoring, strengthening collaboration with local governments, 
and ensuring that all encroachers are held accountable, as well 
as increasing public awareness to understand that protecting 
wetlands and shorelines is a priority. 
In standing up for Lake Victoria, Nema has demonstrat­

ed that environmental protection is a necessity. Government 
agencies, communities,and developers must tak9 a leaf and re­
spect and uphold the sanctity of our naturalresources. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our· pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. Govt has rejected proposal to cut mobile money withdrawal tax. 
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Nutrition is an investment 
we cannot afford to ignore 
( ( nvesting in early childhood nutri­

tion is a surefire strategy.The returns 
are incredibly high."These words by 
Anne M Mulcahy resonate strong-
ly with tl}e conversations emerging 
from the recently concluded Second 

National Nutrition Financing Dialogue held 
in Kampala. 

Nutrition financing is not just asocial obliga­
tion,itis one of the smartest economicinvest­
ments any country can make Evidence con­
sistentlyshoWs that every dollarinvestedin 
nutrition yields up to 24doilars inretl.n'ns. 

These gainscomethroughimproved work­
force product::ivityeducedhealthcare costs, 
enhanced cognitive development,and ulti­
~strongereconomicgrowthJnvesting 
innutritionsaveslives,reducessttmting,and 
mmdsresilienceinfood~es~in 
the fuce of climate shocks. 

The importance of investing innutrition 
. as an engine for growth is no longer in ques- . 

tion. Uganda's development path is hinged on 
quality htunancapital that will spur growth. 
Malnutritionnegatively affects the quality of 
htunan capital and so investmentin ending 
malnutrition is investmentin the country's 
development 

This challenge is particularlyrelevantin the 
context ofUgand3's development ambitions 
underthe Fourth NationalDevelopmentPlan 
(NDP IV).Thecountry's lo-foldgrowth strate­
gy aims to expand the economyfromapproxi­
mately $50 billion to $500 billion by 2Q4O,with 
agro-industrialisationidentified as a key driv­
eL Yet,this ambition is beingundennined by 
declining and insufficient publicinvestment 
in the sector. 

WhilelJgandahad projected aninvestment 
ofSbs688 trillioninagro-industrialisation un­
derNDPN,theSecondBudgetCallCircular 
forthe Financial Year 2026/27 limits planning 
to Shs1. 7trillion,lowerthan the CI.lITffit allo-

The-question is no lon­
gervVJhetl1erUganda 
can afford to invest in 
nutrition. It is whether . 
we. cali afford not to. 

PeterEreru 
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cation ofShs1.833 trillion. This has a directre­
lationship with the quality and quantity of ag­
riculture productivity and our commitment 
to end malnutrition. 

This downward trend sends a contradicto­
ry signal at a time when agriculture remains 
the backbone ofUganda's economy and the 
primary livelihood for millions. The financing 
gap is most acutelyfelt by smallholderfunn­
ers, who face significant barriers to accessing 
private capital,includinghigh interestrates, 
stringent collateral requirements, and limited 
financiallitffacy. 

As a result,many remain trappedinlow-pro­
. ductivity,subslst.encefunningsystems,unable 

to invest in irrigation,improvedinputs,or val· 
ue addition. 

The implications arefur-reaching. With-
out targeted public investment that direct-
ly supports smallholders, Uganda risks stall­
ingits agro-industrialisationagenda,limiting 
jobcreation,suppressingruralincomes,and 
weakeningresilience to bOth economic and 

climate shocks. 
Parliament now has a critical opportuni­

tyto reverse this trajectory by prioritising in­
creased and well-targeted financing that un­
locks smallholder participation and crowds in 
private investment This situation will nega­
tively affect our fight against malnutrition 

Beyond direct financing,governmenthas 
powerful fiscal tools atits disposal to improve 
nutrition outcomes. Policies such as taxingun­
healthyfoods and subsidisingnutrient-dense 
options can shape consumption patterns and 
make healthy diets more accesslble Whenim­
plemented as part of a comprehensive strate­
gy,suchmeasures can significantly reduce the 
burden of diet-related diseases while improv­
ing overallnutrition. 

Equallyimportant is strengthenillg roor-
. dination across sectors and levels of govern­
ment.Given the multi-sectoral nature ofnutri­
tion,effective coordination ensures that lim­
itedresources areUS¢ efficiently and thatin­
terventions are aligned for maximum impact 

Both national and subnationalsystems 
must be empowered. to plan, implement, and 
monitor nutrition-sensitive investments in a 
coherent manneL 

Encouragingly,the dialogue highlighted that 
Uganda has made notable progress in im­
proviJig its nutrition indicators over the 
years. However, there was a shared recogni­
tion that progress is not enough. The coun­
try must now look beyond traditional fund­
ing sources, embrace innovative financing 
mechanisms, and improve efficiency in the • 
use of available resources. 

Ultimately,financing nutrition is not just 
about budgets-it is about choices.It is about 
recognisingthat the foundation ofUganda's 
future prosperity lies in the health and poten­
tialofitspeople . 

The evidence is clem;the returns are undeni- .. ~ 
able, and the opportunity is withinreach.So, 
the question is no longer whether Uganda can 
afford to investin nutrition.ltis whether we 
can afford not to. 

I Mr Peter Eceru works for 
Action Against Hunger. 
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