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felt different about that 
day. Earlier, the deceased 
had cleared out their room, 
rearranged everything with 
unusual precision and spoken 
about giving away some of her 
belongings. 

spoken to her on Saturday 
afternoon and was only notified 
of her death on Monday. 

When Gloria Lamwaka Achoa 
lef1home to buy diapers for her 
young son on Sunday night, 
she did not know that it would 
be her last trip in life. 

Hours later, her disappearance 
would unfold into a disturbing 
criminal investigation. 
Sources say the 28-year-old 
was .allegedly abducted by 
a gang, assaulted and later 
died under circumstances that 
investigators· have described as 
grim and deeply troubling. 

Lamwaka, a mother of one, 
was married to Abraham Lenny 
Achoa of Zion Breed Ministries 
International in Namugongo, 
Wakiso district. 

Investigations would later 
reveal that on the night of 
April II, at around IO:OOpm, 
she stepped out of their 

. home in Kyaliwajjala B 
zone, Kyaliwajjala ward in 
Namugongo division, Wakiso ' 
district,-to make a· quick trip to 
a nearby shop. Her husband, 
Achoa, waited, but she did not 
return. 

on rema 
during a funeral service at St Kakumba Chapel, Kyambogo University yesterday 

Lamwaka's death is not an 
isolated tragedy. It is the latest 
in a deeply tr.oubling wave .of 
sexual vi.olence against w.omen 
acr.oss Uganda - cases that 
share a c.omm.on thread: w.omen 
moving al.one at night, preyed 
UP.on by men wh.o count .on 
darkness and isolati.on as their . 
weap.ons. 

In Ob.ongi district, the P.olice 
are investigating the rape .of 

their home. 

. a 16-year-.old primary scho.ol . 
pupil wh.o was attacked at 
around 3:00am .on March 21, 
as she returned from a disco. 
A suspect, Ibrahim W.ongita, a 
21-year-.old businessman, has 
since been arrested . 

C.ollins Asea, the P.olice 
spokespers.on f.or then.orth West 
Nile regi.on, while c.onfirming the 
arrest, directed a sharp message 
at pare'!ts. 

FAMILY SPEAKS OUT 

''When I came back at night, 
I found the room immaculately 

. arranged. The bed was laid in a 
way I had never seen," he said. 

At around 9AOPm, Lamwaka 
stepped out. to a nearby shop. 
She never came back. 

"I picked my phone and 
called her. The first time it was 
busy. The second time, it was 
switched off and I iinmediately 
began searching for her, 
starting from the nearby shops. 
I engaged the family and 

them my wife had gone 
and was not in 

house," he said. 
Achoa added: "I began 

searching for her, but it was 
already midnight. It was 
dark. I moved everywhere." 
The search led him into a 

nearby garden, where he found 
his wife's body lying on the 
ground. 

"Gloria was a wonderful child 
and had a one-year-old son. 
She died a brutal death. She 
deserves justice and I pray that 
such violence should stop," she 
said. 

Caroline Athiambo, who had 
known Lamwaka for the past 
IO years since university in 
2or6, described her as a humble 
person who always showed up 
whenever called upon, in both 
difficult and good times. 

10 ARRESTED 
Yesterday, Kampala 
Metropolitan Police 
spokesperson Racheal Kawala 
said detectives at Kira division 
are holding IO suspects in 
connection with !be death. 

"Police at Kira division 
are holding IO suspects in 
connection with the murder of 
Gloria Lamwaka, a 28-year-old, 
that occurred .in Kyaliwajjala 
B zone, Kyaliwajjala ward, 
Namugongo division in Wakiso 
district," Kawala said. 

Achoa immediately mounted· 
a search. What he found 
would shatter him forever. 
Lamwaka was discovered 
lying unconscious in a banana 
plantation, barely 200m from 

She was rushed to hospital 
but was pronounced dead upon 
arrival. 

The case was initially 

recorded at Namugongo Police 
Post as sudden death under 
SD Ref-06/u/04/26 and the 
Police have since opened a full 
investigation. 

Speaking during the funeral 
service at Kakumba Chapel in 
Kyambogo University yesterday, 
Achoa said something had 

"I saw her topless, with her 
T-shirt lying far away from the 
body. I picked up the same 
T-shirt to cover her, as ants had 
started to feed on her." 

Lamwaka's mother, Jacinta 
Adoch Otto, said she had last 

She added that a canine unit 
was deployed to the scene and 
the Police sniffer dog tracked 
a trail that led investigators 
directly to a nearby bar, where 
the IO individuals were arrested 
to assist with inquiries. 

ppeals Tribunal has set aside 
a . taX ssment of shrr7b imposed 
by ,1hff Uganda Revenue AuthOrity 
(UR-A) against Depo, -an importer of 
tiles and other construction materials. 

The. ruling was made by panellists 
Crystal Kabajwara, . Rosemary 
Nqjjemba and Proscovia Nambi, 
who on April 13, directed that the 
assessment be overturned. 

In addition to setting aside the tax 
assessment, the tribunal also awarded 
costs to Depo Limited. 

Depo Limited, a Ugandan-registered 
company engaged in the importation 
of building and construction 
materials, regularly imports stone­
coated steel roofing tiles from various 

. international markets, including 
China and New Zealand. 

According to submissions before 
the tribunal, in 2022, the company 
entered into a transaction to purchase 
roofing tiles from Zhe Jiang Longyuan 
Sifang Machinery Manufacture Co. 
Ltd in China, with the consignment 
arriVing in Uganda in 2024. 

The company declared the goods 
under IM4 Entry No. C48339 using 
the transaction value method, in line 
with the East African Community 
Customs Management Act, 2004. 

Upon arrival in Uganda, URA's 
customs enforcement department 
seized the consignment, citing alleged 

Shl17btax assessment against importer quashed 
URA asked the tribuhal to find that the top· 

" up tax fiiDilily of sh11lb had been properly 
raised and that Depo Limited's application 
lacked merit and should be dismissed. 

discrepancies between the submitted 
invoices and telegraphic transfer (IT) 
records. 

During the hearing, URA contended 
that the invoices did not correspond 
with the IT records, noting that two 
invoices were issued several months 
after the remittances had already been 
made. In response, Depo explained 
that the discrepancies arose from the 
commercial arrangements under its 
supply contract with the supplier. 

Despite the explanation., URA 
rejected the declared transaction value 
and instead applied a substituted value 
of $L75 per kiIograrnme, which it said 
was derived from the customs valuation 
database under the fallback method. 
This led to a top-up tax assessment of 
$3I.8m (about shrr?b). 

The applicant objected to the 
assessment, arguing that payments had 

been made against multiple pro forma 
invoices and that a 4.04% discount 
was applied to the pro forma invoice 
value of $28489 (about shI05m), 
resulting in a final payment of $27.339 
(sruorm). 

Through its lawyers, Linda Mugisha 
and Tracy Ainemugisha, Depo 
Limited sought to have the overpaid 
taxes set aside, arguing that the 
overall assessment was unfair. 

The company argued 
that URA breached the 
principles of fairness 
and transparency 
under Paragraph 
8(:3) of the Fourth 
Schedule to the East 
African Community 
Customs 
Management . 
Act, which 

requires that an importer be informed 
in writing of the method used to 
determine the customs value. 

URA'S SUBMISSION 
URA, through its lawyer, Doreen 
Amutuhaire, argued that where the 
transaction value method is found 
inapplicable, the authority follows a 
strict sequence of valuation methods, 
applying each step in tum and 
resorting to the fallback method only 
as a last measure in .the assessment of 

tax. 
URA fJ.rrther contended 

that Depo Limited had 
been requested to 
provide documentation 
to enable the application 
of alternative valuation 
methods, but failed 

furnish reliable 
information. 

It was further 
submitted that 
the additional 
assessment 
was lawful 
and justifiable 
due to Depo 

Limited's 
failure 
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to provide supporting documents 
as required under the Tax Appeals 
Tribunal Act. 

Subsequently, URA asked the tribunal 
to find that the top-up tax liability of 
shrr7b had been properly raised and 
that Depo Limited's application lacked 
merit and should be dismissed with 
costs. 

Since customs tax levied by URA 
is charged based on the value of 
the goods and the authority did not 
accept the importer's declared price, 
it assigned its own value of $1.75 per 
kiIograrnme. Consequently, URA 
recalculated the value of the imported 
goods using the standard rate, leading 
to a revised and higher tax assessment. 

"In light of the applicant's failure 
to provide satisfactory evidence, the 
respondent [URA] contends that it 
correctly applied the fallback method 
utilising a value of $1.75 [sh6475] to 
arrive at shrr7b," Amutuhaire said. 

However, the tribunal ruled in 
Depo's favour, stating: "In light of the 
foregoing, the application succeeded 
and the tribunal hereby makes the 
following orders: The respondent's . 
revaluation of rpe applicant's goods 
using a fallback and database rate of 
$1.57 (sh6475) per kiIograrnme and 
the resultant top-up assessment is set 
aside and any excess taxes paid by the 
applicant pursuant to the impugned 
assessment shall be refunded in .. ~ 
accordance with the law." 


