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accountability. that's why they are bringing this Bill to silence the Opposition c)Ad civil society organisations. which is very unfortunate." 

Don't relent on · 
nutrition drive 

This week, the Director General of Health Services at the 
Ministry of Health, Dr Charles Olaro, revealed that two mil­
lion children in Uganda are stunted due to malnutrition. 
Dr Olaro, who was speaking during the launch of the na­

tional nutrition advocacy campaign dubbed "Nutrition in Kam­
pala on Tuesday this week, highlighted that there is,a sharp re­
gional variation in malnutrition, with Karamoja, Toom, and refu-
gee-hoSting diStricts being most affected. . 
One of the leading causes is inadequate dietary diversity 

Dr Sarnalie Namukose, the assistant commissioner-in-charge of 
nutrition at the ministry, said about 26 percent of Ugandan chil­
dren are stunted. That means they are too short for their age. 
She said four percent of Ugandan children are wasted,meaning 
they are too thin for their height. Karamoja Sub-region has been 
named as the region with the most stunted and wasted children. 
While it is undeniable that efforts are being made to change 

the story of nutrition in the country, gaps that must be 
quickly and effectively filled still exist. 
The Uganda Nutrition Action Plan (UNAP) II 

The issue: 
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2020/2021-2024/2025 highlights key contex­
tual challenges, such as cultural and social 
norms and economic conditions, which neg-
atively affect feeding practices,low literaCy 
levels, and ignQrance, leading to low utilisa­
tion of nutrition-specific and nutrition-sen­
sitive services by communities, and inad­
equate participation of women in devel-
opment and income-generating activities. 

It hlso mentions low literacy levels and 
ignorance leading to low utilisation of 
nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensi­
tive services by communities and inade­
quate participation of women in develop­
ment and income-generating activities. 

These are only a few of the challenges list­
ed in the plan. This is clearly a work in pro­
gress, and since the existing gaps are known, 
it should be easier to change the trajectory. 
The education and sensitisation pro­
jects and initiative by different stakehold­
ers should continue, but more important­
ly, programmes should be designed to ag­
dress the persistent roadblocks to change. 
Nutrition financing is also another issp.e 
that must not be thrown by the wayside or 
ttivialised. 

We must put the money where the statistics are bleeding the 
most. Investing in nutrition and nutrition improvement pro­
grammes will payoff in the long term as it contributes to a 
healthier populace, which in itself is an asset in the form of 
quality human capital and reduces healthcare needs and costs. 
According to the United Nations Children Fund, Uganda is 
among the 20 cOWltries in the world with the highest burden of 
malnutrition, which threatens to destroy a generation of children. 

To achieve DNAP II's vision, which is: 'A well-nourished,healthy 
and productive population effectively participating in the so­
cio-economic transformation of Uganda', all stakeholders must 
be seen to be prioritising nutrition when it comes to policy mak-. 
ing and financing. 
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We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to·allin-oUr pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd:for what we do in our 
flews gathering and decision'making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed wheneller you feel 
tha~we have fallen short in our attempt~to Keep these 
commitments. 
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Excellent laws but enforcement is key 

E 
veryfewyears,Ugandansarejolted 
by the collapse of a building, a m.arlcet 
stall, a residential block, a church un­
der construction, and the nation brief­
ly mourns before moving on. The cycle 
oftragedy"putrage, and inaction has re­

peated itself with grim predictability. 
The Building Control (Amendment) Act, 

2026, which came into force on March 19, 
may finally break that cycle. But only ifwe 
take it seriously. 
Parliament deserves credit for acting. The 

amendments affect nearly every dimension 
ofhowthiscotmtryapproves,supervises, 
and holds buildings to account. The old law, 
was a framework which was passed in 2013, 
was for a Uganda that no longer exists,one 
with fewer cities,less vertical construction, 
and more forgiving consequences for reg­
ulatory failure. The 2026 amendments ac­
knowledge the reality of the Uganda we ac­
tually live in. 

Consider the most glaring gap the law now 
closes.Any structure,exceeding six metres in 
height, what the Act defines as amulti-sto­
ried building,mustnow be accompanied 
by engineering designs stamped by a regis­
tered structural engineer,complete with cal­
culations and a valid registration certificate. 

This statement sounds obviousJt should 
have been law years ago. That it was not 
helps explain whysome buildings that col­
lapsed in KainpaIa. and elsewhere were ap­
proved by committees that never required 
a qualified engiIfeer to sign off on the struc­
tural design. We were,in effect, trusting luck 
and cheap labour to hold up concrete. 
The shift to strict liability for site accidents 

is equally significant. Under the amended 
law,if someone is injured,killed, or ifproper­
ty is destroyed due to negligence on a build­
ing site, the developer, engineer, or site su-

The 2026 amend­
ments give regulators 
real teeth. Whether 
those regulators will 
use them Without fear 
or favour remains the 
central question. 

pervisor is liable; no proof of intent is re­
quired.Afine of up to Shs10m and up to 
12 years in prison or both now await those 
whose negligence costs lives. This will con­
centrate minds. For too long,site safety in 
Uganda has been treated as an inconven­
ience rather than an obligation::That calcu­
lus must now change. 

The area-based penalty model for unper­
mitted construction is also a significant im­
provement. Charging two currency points 

. per square metre of built-up area means 
the punishment scales,with the offence. A 
developer who throws up an illegal ware­
house can no longer escape with a flat fine 
that costs less than a bag of cement. 

That said, honesty requires acknowledg­
ing what the law does not yet resolve. 

The new demolition and evacuation pow­
ers granted to Building Committees under 
section 28A are broad, perhaps too broad. 
The Act empowers committees to order 
demolitions of unsafe structures, but does 
not prescribe the criteria by which that de­
termination is made. Without clear stand­
ards, these powers risk being exercised arbi­
trarily, or worse, selectively against the po­
litically powerless while the well-connected 
build with impunity.The Ministry of Works 
must urgently enact subsidiary regulations 
to fill this gap. 
There is also the question of institution-

al capacity. The reconstituted Board and re­
muctured Building, Committees are only as 
effective as the officers who staff them. 

Many district engineering and physical 
planning offices remain chronically under· 
funded and understaffed.Passing a tougher 
law does not automatically produce more ' 
engineers in Moroto or Arua. Government 
must match legislative ambition with budg­
etary commitment. 
And then there is enforcement, always 

Uganda's Achilles heel. Excellentlaws gath­
er dust when enforcement is selective,cor­
rupted, or simply absent. The 2026 amend­
ments give regulators real teeth. Whether 
those regulators will use them without fear 
or favour reinains the central question. 

The Building COntrol (Amendment) Act, 
2026,is serious1egislation for a serious prob­
lem. 

The framework is stronger, the peqplties 
real. What Uganda needs next is the institu· .. ~ 
tional will to make them mean something 
and soon. 

Mr Godfrey Lutaaya, legal 
associate at KTA advocates. 
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