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KAKANDE: THE EVOLUTION OF A STAR A'HARDS AND MORE 
With recent wins for Best Cinematography in 
Tanzania's Zlkomo Awards, Best Cinematographer In 
Rwanda's Shinning Star Awards and Best Use of Drone 
in Tourism Awards In Uganda, Kakande has solidified 
his pOSition as a leading creative force. His Impressive 
portfolio spans music videos, documentaries, film and 
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-concert, the regulatory body, 
Uganda Communications 
Commission, cautioned 
promoters on performances 
that do not meet the minimum 
broadcasting standards, or 
what is deemed vulgar. It was 
a show on which a bed was 
brought onto the stage and 
there was a lot of hanky-

_ panky. All .. Katende says is that 
his assig{1l11ent was to capture 
footage and not to broadcast it. 

"I captured what was 
acceptable," he grins. 

After that, he got the 
opportunity to play it safe 

"As a filmmaker, the 
Toro Kingdom coronation 
anniversary was a deeply 
cultUral experience for me. It 
went beyond work. Through 
my lens, I connected with 
Uganda's heritage, unity 
and traditions. It reaffirmed. '!t. 
my belief that storytelling is 
a powerful way to preserve 
culture and celebrate who we 
are." 

Katende continues to evolve 
as a filmmaker by embracing 
new tools, including AI, 
to enhance creativity and 
storytelling. His focus now is 
"impactful, purpose-driven 
visual content that inspires, 
educates, and transforms 
audiences". 

. live event production, showcasing his versatility and 
skill in translating sound into compelling visuals. 

He has not only stuck to the so-called Kidandali 
genre. His creative direction roles on projects like 
GNL Zamba's Homecoming album and Fefe Bussi's 
HipHop Ku Nalubale and Uganda Dance Nights further 
demoAstrated his ability to shape full-scale artistic 
vision~ 

As he continues to push boundaries and tell 
"impactful" stories through visuals, Kakande's star 
is undoubtedly on the rrse. His ability to weave 
compelling narratives, vibrant colours and captivating 
choreography'has earned him widespread acclaim. 

As a director, Kakande continues to push 
boundaries, exploring new themes and styles that 
showcase the richness of Ugandan music and culture. 
His contributions have undoubtedly enriched the 
entertainment landscape, inspiring a new generation 
of filmmakers. " 

-to the gallery. He was the 
video director at last year's 
Toro Kingdom coronation 
anniversary. That gave him an 
opportunity to try his hand at 
work that captures identity, 
heritage and African narratives 
- the phrases that excite 
tourists and tourism boards. 

It seems, in a very short time, 
he has developed a knack for 
such boardroom jargon. From 
talking "vibes" and twerking" 
to "purpose-driven content 
transforming audiences" is an 
indication of the sharp turn 

that he has taken. 
. "I do not just shoot visuals, I 
craft stories that move culture. 
My mission is to elevate African 

creativity through every 
frame I create," he says. 

Away from the glitter, chaos and the maddening 
crowd that Ugandan music is, Katende's new direction 
is a challenge he takes on with pride. It is like falling 
off the celebrity ladder, but happily landing where the 
money is. He wants to "transcend 

fleeting trends". 

500 porn hubs closed as New Best Hotel, musicians cautioned 
- BY RANELL DICKSON 
NSEREKO 

Following New Vision's publication 
last Friday of a story about musicians 
performing in schools, (Musicians 
Fattening On School Fees), Uganda 
Communications CQIIlII1ission's 
Pornography Control Committee 
chairperson Dr Annet Kezaabu on 
Tuesday warned musicians to refrain 
from such performances or face the 
consequences. 

Kezaabu revealed during a 
press conference at the Uganda 

--::.. - Media Centre that one musician 
was previously summoned by 
the committee after performing 
inappropriately at a school event. 

. "She exposed her body in front of 
students. When we summoned her, 
she apologised and acknowledged 
that she is a mother of two. Such 
behaviour is unacceptable," Kezaabu 
said, adding that other personalities, 
including musician Gloria Buggie 
(who allegedly indecently exposed 
her body in a boys' school), are 
currently under observation. 

However, the crackdown on 
pornographic content is also 
targeting adult entertainment centres, • 
particularly New Best Hotel in 
Busega, a Kampala suburb. The hotel 
has over time gained notoriety for its 
patrons' sexually explicit behaviour. 
Kezaabu warned that the hotel could 
face closure if allegations of facilitating 
explicit activities persist. 

She explained that authorities 
have repeatedly engaged the hotel's 
management over reports linking 
the premises to the production and 

500 PORN SITES BLOCKED 

Uganda Communications 
Commission's Pornography 
ControlCommitteechairperson 
Dr Annet Kezaabu expressed 
particular concer-n about the ~ 
increasingaccessibilityofexplicit 
material among minors, pOinting 
tosmartphonesasamajorentry 
point. 

"Manyparentsareunknowingly 
exposing their children 
to pornography by giving 
them unrestricted access to 
smartphones," she said. "Early 
exposure to such ·content 
is dangerous, it affects their 
mental development and moral 
upbringing." 

Kezaabu further warned of a 
troublingtrendwhereminorsare 
being groomed into producing 
and sharing sexual content 
online. 

"This is exploitation, and it 
must be treated as such. We are 
urging parents and guardians to 
take responsibility and actively 
monitor what their children 
consume," she added. 

The Uganda Communications 

facilitation of pornographic content. 
Despite these engagements, concerns 
remain unresolved. 

"We have engaged and warned 
the management several times," 
Kezaabu said. "If there is no change, 
stronger enforcement action will be 
taken, including possible closure 

Commission has also ramped 
up its enforcement against 
online pornography. The 
regulator recently directed 
telecommunication companies 
to block at least 500 websites 
found to be distributing explicit 
content. 

"These standards prohibit 
the broadcast or distribution 
of content that is contrary to 
publicmorality,"lbrahimBbosa, 
thecommission'sspokesperson 
explained. "We are particularly 
focused on protecting children 
and ensuring that harmful 
materiallsnoteasllyaccessible." 

However, the commission 
acknowledged limitations in 
enforcement, noting that users 
can still bypass restrictions 
throughvirtualprivatenetworks 
(VPNs). 

Authorities say the ongoing 
crackdown is aligned with the 
National Ethical Values Policy. 
which seeks to uphold moral 
standards and safeguard 
vulnemble groups, especially 
children. 

of the premises." According to the 
committee, the establishment has 
been under surveillance over alleged 
activities that include the staging of 
explicit acts, with particular concern 
raised about events such as so-called 
"car wash" shows . . 

. These incidents, officials say, 

involve young women being filmed 
in sexually suggestive scenarios, 
content that is later circulated both 
physically and online. 

"We carri.ed out surveillance 
and confirmed that some of these 
activities are indeed happening," 
Kezaabu revealed. "Those organising 
and nosting such acts should know 
that we are coming for them. We 
shall not hesitate to close such places 
or arrest those involved." 

She added that while the hotel· 
owner has previously been 

summoned and issued an apology 
- denying direct involvement and 
citing his responsibility as a parent • 
- authorities are now prepared to 
escalate enforcement if compliance is 
not achieved. 

The case is part of a broader 
nationwide campaign targeting 
locations and platforms suspected 
of promoting pornography. Officials .. ~ 
argue that such environments not 
only violate the law, but also expose 
young people to harmful and 
exploitative content. 
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