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WIde net. After a search that attracted 48 schools, eight schools, one per region, will run ' 
the boys' programme. Kitara region's representative is yet to be confirmed at this stage. 

Fufa confirm Schools of 
Excellence in big rollout 
BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

F 
ufa believe their ambition to 
become the top most feder­
ation on and off the pitch in 
Afri~a can onlY make signif­

icant headway if Uganga is pro­
ducing the best taleru on the con­
tinent. 

In a bid to create the right path­
ways for the talent identified 
through mass football- as per Fu­
fa's technical masterplan,Fufa has 
ideil1ified 11 Schools of Excellence 
to nurture the next generation of 
players. . 
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Ah d , She Corporate's Titie Leticia Nakyeyune (R) 
battles Makerere University's Halimah Kampi in a Fufa 
Women Super League game, PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 

FWSL: She Corporate's 
title to lose in final bend 
BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

"BFWILRE ULT& 
While 
Kawempe 
struggle to 

- ,'-

"When we came into office (in 
2013), we had to deal with the 
monkey of qualification for Af­
con (Africa CUp of Nations) as fail­
ure to do that had been the stick 
to beat past presidents (of Fufa) 
with),"Fufa president Moses Ma­
gogo said on Wednesday during 
a function at their offices in Men­
go where head teachers fro~ the 
selected IDstitutions signed Mem­
oranda of Understanding (MoUs) 
with the federation to kick start 
the programme. 

Partnership. Eleven schools signed MoUs to work with Fufa to deve lop talent. PHOTO/JOHN BATANUDDE 
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make impact ~-'_ 
off the bench, 
their rivals KQ · 

National team 
'"Making qualification a habit al­

lowed us to think.In 2015, we start­
ed the Fufa Juniors League and it 
is now producing players for the 
national team. 

"But ifwe do not do what the big 
boys like -Nigeria, Ghana, Came­
roon,Algeria, Morocco, and Egypt 
are doing in terms of getting play­
ers in the top leagues in the world, 
we will not be .able to compete 
with them," Magogo added during 
the function that was also graced 
by Fufa's first vice president Justus 
Mugisha, deputy chief executive 
officer Shebah Ronah Ampaire, 
Football Development Director 
Bashir Mutyaba, and legal direc­
tor Denis Lukambi. Fufa want to 
identify talent at age 10-11 then 
send it to the idel).tified schools, 
where they tan be gmomed for 
professionalism and also receive 
a formal education. "Schools have 
children, education facilities, ac­
commodation, and pitches. That 
is the right environment to nur­
ture this talent," Magogo said. 

The schools, which will also op­
erate as Grade ill (operating at re­
gionallevel) football academies, 
will provide bursaries for play­
ers white Fufa "will act as a par­
ent" and support the programme 
with scholastic materials, tech­
nical staff, equipment, balls, and 
training kits among others "and 
also use our television and media 
power to promote some of these 
schools' events beyond what we 
have in the programme."Fufa will 
also provide coaching, refereeing, 
commentary, administration pro­
gtammes to interested parties in 
the schools. After a search that at­
tracted 48 schools, eight schools, 
one per region, will run the boys' 
programme. While Kitara region's 
representative is yet to be con­
firmed, others will be represent­
ed by Jinja SSS (Eastern), Kibu­
li SS (Kampala), St. Joseph's Col­
lege Layibi (Northern), St. Kagwa 
Bushenyi HS (Western), St. Charles 
Lwanga Koboko (West Nile),Stand­
ard HS Zana - Ndejje Campus (Bu­
ganda),and Bukedea Comprehen­
sive School (North East). 

Meanwhile, four schools will 
oversee the girls' programme with 
each covering two regions; Bish-
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Jiflia SSS (Eas-
tern), Kibuli SS (Kampata), 
St. Joseph's College Layi-
bi (Northam), St. Kagwa 
Bushenyi HS (Westem), 
St. Charles lwanga Kobo­
ko (West Nile), Standard HS 
Zana - Ndeiie Campus (Bu- . 
ganda), Bukedea Compre­
hensive School (N.orth East) 

Bishop Combo-
ni College Kambuga~Ki­
tara and Westem),Amus 
College (North East and 
Eastem), Hopeful Future 
SS (Kampala and Buganda), 
W~om HS (Northem and 
West Nile) 

op Comboni College KambugaCKi­
tara and Western),Amus College 
(North East and Eastern), Hope­
ful Future SS (Kampala and Bu­
ganda), and Wisdom HS (North­
ern and West Nile). "We expect 
these players to take part in com­
petitions between schools. But we 
also know that a player being de­
veloped for the top level will need 

more contact hours (with the ball) 
which they might not get in the 
current (education) system). 

"We are in conversations with 
the Ministry (of Education 'and 
Sports) for a tailor-made elite path 
for students. You cannot get the 
10,000 hours required for mas­
tery if you also have to study Phys­
ics, Biology, Chemistry, and Mathe­
matics,"Magogo said. 

Medial classes 
According to Jinja SSS head 

teacher Isaac Balimusangayo, the 
school has been "depending on re­
medial classes to help sports play­
ers in class" and he hopes a tai­
lor-made programme will ease 
their academic work. Bukedea's 
managing director Jonas Gumi­
siriza private schools have had 
a problem paying coaches and 
scouting talent and will therefore 
Fufa taking on this mantle. 

"Fufa has a network of scouts in 
all 146 districts of Uganda so we 
believe that we can get players 
to feed these schools. But should 
there be a need to move a play­
er from one school to another, we 
shall follow the right processes to 
effect that,"Mutyaba said. 

Rines 

KAMPALA. She Corporate find 
themselves in control of their own fi­
nance Trust Bank Fufa Women Super 
League (FTBFWSL) destiny at the right 
time in the season. 

With just three out of 22 games to 
play, She Corporate have 47 points 
- two points clear of rivals Kawem­
pe Muslim following a 1-0 win away 
at the already relegated OWa High 
School. 

Moureen Nankinga scored the lone 
goal for coach Belyse Ininahazwe's 
side which now has to match Kawem­
pe's results going forward to secure 
their second ever topflight title. 

Home games to st. Noa Girls and She 
Maroons and an away trip in between 
to Uganda Martyrs High School (UM­
HS) Lubaga lay in wait for the 2022 
~champions who are increasingly 
growing in belief 

Kawempe, on the other hand, host 
Rines SS and Olila with a trip to ri­
YalsKampala Queens (KQ) in between. 
They find their season's ambitions 
threatened right at the end after al­
lowing Makerere University to com­
plete a double over them following 
Halima Kampi's lone first half goal 
last weekend 

are mathe­
matically th­
reatenedto 
fall further -,..::,....... 
down on the 
table from 
third place. 
They have 32 _ 
poin~-just 
four ahead of 
UMHS,which 
has a game 
in hand with 
fifth pla-ced 
St. Noa(27 
points). In fact 
the latter have 
two matches 
in hand and 
couldjump 
tothird,in 
their first ever 
FWSL season, 
if they win 
against UMHS 
and She Ma­
roons.KQ's 
woes were 
compounded' 
bya2-0loss 
to Amus 
College. 
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BY MAKHTUM MUZIRANSA 

2026 F1FA l,M7 WOMEN'S 
WORLD CUP QUALIFIERS 
Rrst Round· 4pm 
Uganda vs. Zimbabwe 

Uganda leads tie 2·0 

KAMPALA. Uganda will be hop­
ing to double down on a brilliant dis­
play in Harare last weekend as they bat­
tle Zimbabwe this Saturday in the first 
round of the 2016 African U-17 Wom­
en's World CUp (WWC) Qualifiers. 

Early dominance ensured that the 
Teen Cranes beat Zimbabwe 1.-0 in the 

Teen Cranes out to_finish Zimbabwe job 
first leg of this first round tie at Ngo­
ni Stadium in Harare on kpril12 with 
goals from Immaculate Acen in the 
11th minute and Lydia Nameseruka in 
the 15th minute. 

"We approached the game tactically, 
got the goals, tried to manage posses­
sion very well, and I am so proud of the 
girls,~ coach Sheryl Botes, said in the af­
termath. "But it is not aver yet and I ex­
pect a tough match in the return. leg. We 
cannot afford to be complacent, ft she 
added ahead of the second leg of the tie 
afFilfa Stadium Kachba fliis S'atuI'day. 

The Ugandan crowd will definitely de­
mand the girls to play on the front foot 
and flood ZiInba1Jwe with goals. 

It works as confidence booster for Bo­
tes too as a dominant display will be 

another chance to endear herself to 
the home crowd.Botes is chasing 

what is still an elusive World 
CUp appearance for Ugandan 
women at all levels and the 
next one month or more wilL 
be crucial. She needs everyone 

on her side. She has propelled 
tlle U-20 'national side Queen 

Cranes to the final qualification round 
for their World CUp due September 5-27 
in Poland. Ghana, who beat Uganda 7-1 
on aggregate in 2022, still stand in the 
way of that achievement with the coun-----.' 
tries set to battle again in U-20 qualifica­
tion matches that will be played on the 
first two weekends of May. 

Meanwhile, should .the Teen Cranes 
edge Zimbabwe, they will also face the 
winner in the'first round tie between 
Nanubia and Kenya in the penultimate 
round. The latter leads that tie 2-1 and 
they humiliated Uganda last year. 


