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KAMPALA. St Peter's College, Tororo 
students say their victory in the fourth 
annual secondary schools' inSurance 
contest was achieved through hard 
work,research,and teamwork. 

The 2026 edition, held at Mbale Sen­
ior Secondary School on April 11,:2026, 
brought together leading secondary 
schools from Bugisu, Bukedi and Sebei 
Sub-regions, and offered their students 
an opportunity to showcase their knowl-· 
edge, critical thinking,and problem-solv­
ing skills in insurance-related topics. 

After four rounds of adynamic and 
engaging format of quizzes, five schools 
found themselves in the final round, 
at which only three were considered, 
with the Ton>ro' District~based school 
emerging victor, ahead of Rock High 
School, while Bukedea Comprehensive 
emerged third. 

Other participating schools included; 
Bubulo Girls'HS, Bubulo SS, Bugisu HS, 
Bugwere HS, Bukedi College Kachon­
ga,Hamdan Girls'HS,Kaderuna SS,Ka­
monkoli College, Kamuge HS, Kaserem 
SS,Manafwa HS,Manjasi HS, Mbale HS, 
Mbale Progressive SS,Mbale SS,and Na­
bUIruili HS. 

Other participants were; Ngora Girls' 
SS,Ngora HS,Nkoma SS,Nyondo SS,Pal­
lisa SS, Sebei College Tegeres, Sironko 
HS,Sironko Parents'SS,St Paul's College 
Mbale, Tororo Girls' School and Tororo 
Progressive SS. 
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Students ofSt Peter's College Tororo celebrate after emerging winners of the fourth annual secondary schools' insur­
ance contest 2026 edition, which was held at Mbale Senior Secondary School on April 11. PHOTO/PHILIP WAFULA 

Joel Waninda, a student of St Peter's • memorising concepts, but a much big­
College, Tororo, said: "As students, they : gerundertaking aimed at improvingthe 
were taughtthat it is not just about • penetrationofinsuranceinthecountry." 

Mr Luke Emuron, the headmaster of 
St Peter's College Tororo, says the com­
munity has since been gripped by ex-

citement. "We are now convinced that 
talent growth and development comes 
from joint efforts of the learner,parent 
and the teachers,"Mr Emuron said. 

"We're going to persuade other learn­
ers to deepen their research skills if they 
are to benefit from the world ofwork,in­
novation and competitiori.~ 

Tfie contest, held under the theme 
"Understanding Insurance: The Young 
Minds'Challenge,"forms part of-the In­
surance Training College (ITC) Uganda's 
broader efforts to support the introduc­
tion and integration of insurance stud­
ies within the secondary school curric­
ulum. 

ITC-U Principal,Mr Saul Sseremba,said 
the main objective of such contests is to 
bring schools together, where they can 
support the students to learn about in­
surance in a fun way as they compete. 

"We believe that when we spread the 
insurance gospel to people at a young 
age, then the Elements of insurance will 
be ingrained in them at this age and 
when they grow, they become responsi­
ble,~said Mr Sseremba 

The 202$ edition,held at Sacred Heart 
Secondary School in Gulu City attracted 
top perlorming schools from the Sub-re­
gion,includingBishop Angelo N~ Col­
lege, Restore Leadership High School 
and St Mary's College Lacor, among oth-
ers. 
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Feedback. Some 
school administrators 
and parents or guard­
ians hav~ been criti­
cised for using-corporal 
punishment to achieve 
academic excellence at 
any cost. We ask learn­
e'rs what they think of 
the practice. 

Parents should not publicly penal­
ise their children at school be­
cause it demoralises a student. It 

. will definitely leave a long-lasting 
impact on the confidence of the pun­
is.~ed student. If a punishment is to be 
given {or poor performance, it should 
not be made public. 

Desire Kuklriza 
S2 Old Kampala SS 

I think that parents should penalise 
their children publicly because this 
makes the child feel ashamed and 
therefore pushes them to work harder 
in class for fear of getting embarrassed 
again ... 
Mary G. Also, S2 St. Stephen 

SS· Katakwi 

I totally disagree VJith the idea of par­
ents penalising their children in pub­
lic because of poor academic perfor­
mance because it embarrasses the 
child, lowering their self-esteem in 
class. So instead of improving, the child 
will become discouraged. 
Josephine Amongin, S2 St ' 

Stephen SS . Katakwi 

When parents publicly punish their 
children at school, it lowers the child's 
confidence and embarrasses them. 
The punishment given for poorperfor-

. mance should also not be excessive. 

Whether to publicly penalise 
sttldents over performance 
Gideon Mugolo 
S.2 Old Kampala SS 

It is not a good idea for parents to 
publicly penalise students at school. 
Doing so makes the student feel em­
barrassed and withdraw socially be­
cause their peers have seen them in a 
negative light. Besides, punishments 
like caning do not solve the root cause 
6fthe poor performance. 
Tegra Mugisha 
S3 Old Kampala SS 

I support the idea of parents penaliS­
ing their children in public because it 
helps to shape the discipline of the chil­
dren, leading to better academic per­
formance in school. 
Florence Amede, S2 St. 

Stephen SS . Katakwi 
• 

I think poor academic performance 
should be handled at home and not 
publicly. A parent can also utilise oth­
er forms of punishment, such a'> tak­
ing away privileges like smart phones 
instead of physical punishments like 
caning. 
Isaac Mattoon 
S.3 Old Kampala SS 

I support the idea of parents 
penalising their children in 
public because of poor academic 
performance because it makes the 
parents get involved in monitoring 
the performance of their children 
at school. 
Esther Akol 
54 St. Stephen 55 • Katakwl 
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I don't support parents who public­
ly penalize their children because of 
poor academic performance because 
some parents contribute to the poor 
academic performance of the children. 
For example, not paying school fees on 
time and not providing them with all 
the necessary necessities. 
Felicity Aero 
54 St. Stephen SS . Katakwi 

It is not okay for parents to public­
ly penalize students at school because 
it can negatively impact the mental 
health of the student. Violent punish­
ments like caning students should be 

replaced with more dignified punish­
ments like taking away ¢e student's 
phone for a certain period of time. 
Ali Kaggwa, S.5 Mengo SS 

Parents should discuss the student's 
poor performance together with the 
student and teachers to understand 
the reason behind the low grades. A . 
student may find their subject com­
bination difficult or may not be inter- . 
ested in that particular combination. 
Talking to the student and his or her 
teachers is a more effective way to find 
a solution to poor performance. 

Rachael Nakidde 
S5 Old Kampala SS 

I support parents who publicly penal­
ise their children in public because of 
po or academic performance;b,ecause 
this will always make the children pay 
attention in class, making them work 
hard to avoid more embarrassment. 
Martha Aanyu, 54 St. Stephen 

SS· Katakwi 

I don't support the idea of parents 
penalizing their <;hildren in public be­
cause of poor academic performance . . 
Instead I think that guidance and 
counseling is the best option because 
penalising a child publicly causes psy­
chological torture to the child. 
Meliva Tasha Alupo, S.3. St 

Stephen SS . Katakwi 

If it is apparent that a student is try­
ing their level best at school despite the 
low grades, then the parents should try 
finding solutions such as private coach­
ing to help them improve. However if 
the student's poor performance is due 
to reluctance towards their academics, 
then alternatives, such as vocational 
training, should be considered. In any 
case, parents should not resort to pub­
liclypenalising their children at school. 
It can make the .student act out in deft­
ancetothe punishment. 
Valencia Amita 
S.5 Old Kampala SS 

Parents should penalise their chil­
dren in pubijc because of poor aca­
demic performance because it makes 
them to abandon indiscipline that 
may be the cause of poor academic 
performance. 
Esther Akello 

54 St. Stephen SS • Katakwi 

I support the idea of parents penalis­
ing their children in public because of 
poor academic performance. This will 
make children take their studies seri­
ously. 
Monica Atekit Mlshel 

S3 St. Stephen SS • Katakwi 

Parents should penalise their chil­
dren in public because of poor aca­
demic performance because it will 
make children avoid bad practices like 
dodging lessons and assessments. 
PetuaAlate 

S3 St. Stephen SS . Katakwi 

We welcome your views which 
Low grades are not a crime, so why we shalUeature on our Feed· .. ~ 

turn school into a courtroom? Public back Page and Online platfor' 
punishment just embarrasses learners, ms. To contribute your views 
and makes them shut down instead of on any topic of interest, please 

-Steppingup.One.loud"OnoyafunyeF!" ~...send-us your-viewuo our em· 
can stick in a student's head way longer ail address niecontent@ug.na· 
than the lesson ever will. Students tionmedia.com. 
don't need a crowd when they'restrug- For those seeking to send your 
gling- they need someone in their views next week, . we will be 
corner. Because truth is, confidence asking whether parents should 
grows marks,not shame. publicly penalise their children 

Shafic Xavla, Kibull SS 
at school due to poor acade· 
mlc perfonnance. What do you 
think? 


