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VISITING CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES HAIL UGANDA 
JJ.y Juliet Anna Lukwago 

A team of . visiting Catholic 
preachers have praised the 
Chutch in Uganda, describing 
it as a "spiritual river of hope" 
that is sending missionaries to 
spread' God's word in different 
continents of the world. 

Speaking on behalf of 36 
clergy from over 20 countries 
at the Uganda Manyrs Shrine, 
Namugongo in Wakiso district 
on Wednesday,. Fr cStall!.ey 
Lubungo, the superior­
general of the Missionaries of 
Africa from Zambia, praised 
church leaders in Uganda for 
upholding the legacy of the 
Uganda Manyrs. 

"1 Wish to express our 
heartfelt ' gratitude to the 
Ugandan people for generously 
preserving the heritage of faith 
handed down to you. Today, 
you generously share that gift 
with the universal Church. The 
numerous missionaries who 
have gone from this land to 
serve in different parts of the 
world are a living testimony 
to the vitality of your faith," Fr 
Lubungo ~aid. 

CLERGY: GLOBAL REPRESENTATION 
The VISitOrS were from 
Australia, Canada, Colombia, 
Italy, Algeria, Thailand, DR 
Congo, Philippines, France, 
Haiti, India, Ireland, Ivory 
Coast, Kenya, Korea, Mexico, 
Nigeria, Poland, Portugal and 
Russia. Others were from 
Spain: Switz-erland, Thailand, 
the US and Zambia. 

The team is in the country 
for a five-day International 
biennial Assembly of 
Missionary Societies of 
Apostolic Life conference that 
started on April 13 and ended 
on Friday at Lourdes House in 
Nsatnbya, Kampala. 

It was held under the theme, 
From the Blood of the Martyrs 
to the Mission of Today. The 

last assembly was in St Francis 
Xavier Shrine, India in 2024. 

The team also visited Rubaga 
Cathedral, Nabulagala Catholic 
Church, Kasubi Royal Tombs 
and the Anglican Manyrs' site 
in Namugongo. 

The visit to Namugongo 
began with a private meeting 
with the Archbishop of 
Kam}lala, Paul Ssemogerere, 

Uganda 

before he led Mass 'at the 
Basilica of the Uganda Manyrs. 

CALL TO PRESERVE LEGACY 
In his homily, Ssemogerere told 
the visitors that the Catholic 
Church in Uganda will never 
let the memories of the manyrs/ 
missionaries fade. 

"Your pilgrimage here today 
reminds us of that spiritual 

treasure and not to take it for 
granted," Ssemogerere said. 

The rector of Uganda Manyrs 
Shrine in Namugongo, Fr 
Vincent Lubega, explained the 
Uganda Manyrs' story to the 
visitors, saying they (manyrs) 
died for their faith. 

Fr Lubega also told the visitors 
about the Uganda Manyrs' Day. 

STORY OF CHRISTIANITY 
The head of laity (at Basilica 
of the Uganda Manyrs), John 
Nakadde Ssempanyi, said the 
story of Christianity in Uganda 
cannot be written without the 
first Catholic missionaries who 
reached Kigungu landing site 
in Entebbe municipality on 
February 17, 1879. 

WHAT OTHERS SAY 
The superior-general of 
Guadalupe Missionaries 
Mexico, Fr Eugenio Zacarius, 
described Ugandans as 
welcoming people. 

Fr Pawd Hulecki from Italy 
said: "I am happy to be in 
this holy place of the Uganda 
Manyrs for the first time. This 
place has inspired us greatly." 
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Spidd Africa, NfTA -u team and other stakeholders during the 
National IP Peering Exchange to Boost Intemet Efficiency 

Uganda has officially launched the National IP Peering 
Exchange (NIPX). a major step toward strengthening the 
country's digital infrastructure. The initiative. led by the 

National Information Technology Authority- Uganda (NITA-U) . 
Supported by SPIDD AFRICA LIMITED was unveiled at an event 
graced by the Minister of ICT. 

NIPX acts as a central meeting point for internet service providers. 
telecom companies. banks. data centers. and government 
networks. enabling them to exchange internet traffic locally 
within Uganda. Previously. much of this data had to travel often to 
Europe before returning. causing delays and higher costs. 

By keeping internet traffic within national borders. NIPX is expected 
to significantly improve internet speed. reduce data costs. 
enhance security. and sUpiJort the growth of locally hosted digital 
services. 

" NIPX is 
expected to 
significantly 

improve 
internet speed, 

reduce data 
costs, enhance 

security, and 
support the 
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hosted digital 

services, 

In simple terms. NIPX ensures that Uganda 's internet stays in Uganda- making 
connectivit.y:fGlster, more (]ff~F.dable. and more reliable for users across the country 
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