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Same curriculum. 
Education advocates 
say inclusive education 
should not mean sep­
arating learners with 
disabilities through 
special examinations or 
different education sys­
tems, but instead, argue 
that teaching methods 
should be adjusted to 
ensure that all learners 
-understand the same 
curriculum. c' -

BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

When the inclus~ve education 
- approach was mtroduced m 
-Uganda,it brought hope for.tbe 
future of children with special 

needs, that they would learn alongside 
their peers in ordinary schools. 

This policy aimS at breaking barriers 
and ensuring that disability does not de­
~ewheth~achildcanhaveacr~ 

-toeducation. 
Howev~ years late:t;education experts 

and stakeholders saythereality in many 
schools tells a different story as many' 
learners with disabilities continue to 
struggle in schools that have no capaci­
tyto support their needs. 

According to stakeholders in the edu­
cation sector, the challenge largely lies in 
the lin1ited teach~ training, inadequate 
learning materials and tools, as well as 
weilk implementation of inclusive prac­
tices. 

Ms Barbra Mudondo, the deputy Head 
teacher at Iganga High School, noted 
t1)at although the school tries to cater to 

' the learners with specialneeds,especial­
ly the visually impaired,lE,mIli.ng mate-

· rialsltoolsremaininsufficient - ' 
--. , Ms Mudondo explained that learners 

have-to share braille and some recording 
- machines to catch upwith their peers. 
:. . '7'We have sOme leamingtools, but they 

are not enough; learners ~eep sharing. 
.:' We have one machine that can tran­
. . scnbe braille to normal script so that 

· oth~ teachers can te able to rnark,~Ms 
Mudbndosaid . 

She explained that in some school sub­
jects,such as Mathematics arid· Physics, 
visually-impaired learners are separat­
ed while they are-beffig-taught-by-teach­
ers who specialise in special needs edu­
cation. 

Mr Filbert Baguma, the Secretary Gen­
eral for Uganda National Teachers' Un­
ion, said that while the government 
adopted the inclusive education policy, 
many schools and teachers still lack the 
capacityandresources·toeffectivelysup­
port learners with disabilities. 

He explained that although inclusive 
education was intended to ensure that 

· ail children; regardl~ of their physical 
. or intellectual disabilities, learn togeth­

- et with their peers. in ordinary schools, 
the reality in many schools is far from 
thisgoal. 

Mr Baguma highlighted the need to 
strenithen teachers' capacity to han­
dle leamer'S with' special needs, noting 

· that it is critical for inclusive education 
to sucreed 

"There is a need to empow~ or build 
the capacity of teachers to identify these 
learners and support them so that they 
are given due attention during the learn­
ingproc~,"MrBaguma said. 

He added that the absence oflearn-
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Joel Kawanguzi (right). and Susan Aciro (middle), both Persons with Disabilities share their experiences during a s~udy . 
and job fair even~ in Kampala City last week. PHOTO/DAPHINE.NAKABIRI . '. 

It~s-tiIne we Illake 
inclusive education , 

a realistic drerun 
T ettERS' UNtON VIEW 

Mr Filbert BagullJa, the 
Secretary General for Uganda 
Natronal Teachers' Union~ 
said the implementation of 
inclusive education remains 
a challenge and called for . 
strong collaboration betwe.en 
the Mini~try of Education. and 
Sports orrthe one hand and 
teacher tr'runing institutions. . 

He explainedthat teacher 
training !nstltutionS should 
include Special Needs . . 
Education so that everyteaeher . 
acquires bas!c knowledge and 
can identifY learners. who n~d 
'special att-ention. . -

"You might find a tall child whl? 
wants to-sitin-the-front, and 
you find a teacher saying, no. 
The arrangement should be tall 
ones sit at the back and short 
ones in front;' he said. 
"You might also find a child who 
does not see properly from a 
distance. So ifthe teacher does 
not have th~ best infonnation 
on disabilities, this child will be 
forced to sit at the back and will 
not see anything," MrBagUma 
added. . 

He said teachers should get 
basic information so that before 
they goto'generaf schools, the . 

-learners are treated and paid 
attention.~ " . 

Beyond teachihg, Mr Baguma 
urged the government to invest 
in learning materials such as 
brail!e equipment, hearing 
devices, and signJariguage 
interpreters to assist the 
learners with disabilities to 
catch up with lessons just like 
their peers. 

ingmaterials like braille textbooks,hear­
ing '!ids and oth~ specialised teaching 
·equipment cripples the educati.on of 
learners with disabilities as they strug­
gle to follow lessons' alongside their 
peers. 

The sitlJ,ation is not different at 
Kansanga-Seed School, as the school 
headteach~, Mr Walusimbi Kato, said 
the school lacks assistive leariring tools 
for learners with special needs. 
Howev~, he insisted that this school 

gives special attention to such learners, 
noting th;:tt those with sight problems 
and those who can't hear properly, the 
teachersensure they take front Seats. .. 

Ms F.sth~ KYozira. the Exeaitive DIrec­
tor of the National Union of Disabled 
Persons ofUganda,says inclusive ed.uca­
tion should allow chilc4"en with disabili- . 
ties to study in schools within their com-

-munities,ratherllian being forced into a 
few specialised institutions. 

She noteS that the num~ of special 
schools in the country is limited, and 
many families cannot afford boarding 
fees in such institutions. . 

"These children are expected to go to 
the nearest schools within their com­
munities. The government cannot af" ' 
ford to build special schools everyyvhere, 
so the most practical solution is t? make 
ordinary schools inclusive,"she said . 

However, 'Kyozira said many teach­
ers are not adequately prepared during 
their training to deal with suchlearI).ers, 
leaving them unsure how to adjust les­
sons to acrommodate different abilities ... 

"For many learners with disabilities,. 
this lack of preparation [bytea,chers] 
means they attend school but stru~e 
to follow l~ons effectively,"she sai~ 

"In disability advocacy, wesaythere is 
no one- size-fits,all approach. But creat­
ing ~parate exams for learners with dis­
abiliti~ can also lead to exclusion," she 
explained 

She argued that life' outside school 

"" Clarion call. T~eoreiicat 
"If you are . "When it comes 
train~d as a to'sciences, 
teacher, you they [visu'al- -
shoul'd also be Iy impaired 
equipped with learners] do 
skills 'to handle: . study a subject 
lear.ilers with ' called the ge- . 

· sP.eCial needs. . neral-science, 
Otherwise general scienee 
teachers fiAd in physics, 
thems~hies '.' chemi~ry, and 

· overWhelmed . biolpgy, which 
when suc~ ' .' , does not call for 
learners come 'practicat It is 
to their class- taught to them 

· rooms," Ms in Ii theore 
Esther Kyozira, tical form," 
the Executive Mr George 
Director ofthe Tumusiime, the 
National Union lJead teacher 
of Disabled of Hornby High . 
Persons of School in Ka-
Uganda bale District 

does not separate peopl~ based on dis­
ability. , 
-"TheTeiilities we face:in society are the ., 
same.Hunger does not feel different-be- -
causesomeoneis blind or deaf Medica} 
billsarethesameforeveryone,"shesaid 
. For this reason,!'4e believes the edu-

cation system should focus on adapting 
teaChing approaches ra~tbari]ower-
ing expectations. . ' 

Sofie learneFSmay need braille mate­
rials, others may need sign language in­
terpretation, whileth6se withintellectu­
aI disabilities may require practical life­
skiDs training rath~ than conventional 
academic instruction. . 

Ms Sarah Bugoosi, the Commission~ 
Special Needs Education at the Minis­
try of Education and Sports, noted that 

Uganda is making progress in the im­
plementation of inclusive education, al­
though challenges persist 

"Much as there is progress, I can't say 
we are at 50 percent, it is still at a very 
minimal level. It means we still need to 
do a lot in terms of allocation of funds," 
Ms Bugoosi said 

She explained that the gov~ent is 
aware of the challenges affecting inclu­
sive education, including limited skilled 
teachers, inadequate learning tools! ma­
terials,among others. 

Howeve:t;she emphasized that the gov­
~ent is doing its best to carry out _ 
teach~ capacity training, provide learn- ;­
ing tools, subvention grants to some ~ 
learners,and special instructional mate­
rials to support the learners, among oth­
ers. 

"As government, we have aJways tried 
to address all those concerns. But what 
we are giving still does not match the 
need.It's very small compared to what is 
required in the schools,"she said 
Howev~,Ms Bugoosi emphasised that 

the government is committed to im­
proving inclusive education by recruit­
ing more teachers, especially in the next 
.financialyear. '. 
. "When you analyse the results, (or all 
levels, learners with special needs have 
been improving year by year because 
there have been quite several interven­
tions that include supporting teach­
ers with capacity building in the areas 
Qfbraille-and sign language,"Ms Bugoo­
sisaid. 

Ms Bugoosi insists that all gov~ent 
schools should be able to admit all cate­
gories oflearners regardless of abilities. 

Mr Muhammad Bbosa, a teacher at . 
Wasiko Secondary School for the Deaf, 
said teaching learners with hearing im­
pairment requires instructors, who un­
derstand sign language grammar, which 
differs from spoken and written English. 

He explains th1it while teachers often 
write notes on the board for learners to 
copy, effective understanding depends 
on signlanguage interpretation. 

"When we are teaching the syllabus, 
-we write on the board and use English 
as the language ofinstructi6n.Books are 
also written in English.Howev~ the dif­
ference comes in interpretation through 
signing,even though whatlearners copy 
from the board remains in English,"Mr 
Bbosasaid 

Citing their approach at the school,MI: 
- Bbosa noted that they employ teachers, 
whoarewell-v~insignlanguage. 

HO\'kve:t;he noted thatinschools with­
out signs languageinterpreters,learners 
with hearing impairment may struggle 
to keep up with their peers in the same 
classroom, as they rely on sign language 
for effective underst.anding. 

"There must be a teacher who und~­
stands sign language to explain conceptS 
in a way these learners can grasp and fol­
low what is beingtaught,"Mr Bbosa said 

Mr George Tumusiime, the head 
teacher of Hornby High School in Ka­
bale District, said the school acrommo­
dates-Iearners with visual impairment, 
emphasising that inclusive education 
can only be achieved when schools are 
equipped with the learning tools. 

Mr Tumusiime explained that the vis­
ually~impaired learners study alongside 
their peers in some subjects. Howeve:t;in 
science subjects, they follow a different 
curriculum; instead oftakiilg subjects 
such as Chemistry, Physics, and Biology 
separately, they are taught a combined 
gen~science. 

He added that during the national ex­
aminations, visually-impaired candi­
dates sit for the Gen~ Science papers 
that diffei'from those taken by oth~ stu­
dents. "These learners are given an addi­
tional45 minutes and support during 
examinations;'Mr Tumusiime said • 


