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The crackdown follows
the release of a list on

‘April 6, this year, with

authorities citing wide-
spread non-compliance
and poor infrastructure.

BY SEGUJJABYOMUGABI &

~ALEXASHABA

ore than 200 private schools op-

erating without valid licenses

in Kagadi District are set to be

closed, effective next term, as
the district moves to enforee compli-
ance with regulations set by the Minis-
try of Education and Sports.

The crackdown follows the release of a
list on April 6,this year, with authorities
citing widespread non-compliance and
poor infrastructure.

The decision comes in the wake of a
_vecent scandal involving Titas Muk-

wasira, the director of Kabuga Demon-
stration Nursery and Primary School,
who allegedly forged Primary Leaving
Examination (PLE) results and recom-
mendations for candidates, later sold

- theschool and disappeared. v
Education officials said the incident

exposed serious oversight gaps and
highlighted the need to strictly regulate
private schools.

Kagadi District has-a total of 503 pri-
mary schools, of which 136 are gov-
ernment-aided and 367 are private-
Iy owned. However, only 164 private
schools currently hold valid opera’aon—

- allicences.

According to district data, at least 200
private schools are operating illegally,
while others have expired provisional
licences or lack key requirements such
as Education Management Informa-
tion System (EMIS) numbers.

A total of 10 private schools this term

did not reopen, after they were eatlier
given notice of non-compliance of hav-

der EMIS.

Ms Pauline Opodoi Apio, the chief ad-
ministrative officer (CAO) of Kagadi Dis-
trict, said some schools lack basic facil-
ities. =i

“How cana school operate without
latrines, trained teachers, or enough
space for learners? What kind of re-
sults do we expect? These conditions
put learners at risk of disease outbreaks
and compromise the quality of educa-
tion?shesaid.

She decried pit-latrine shortage in
- schools; saying this forces learners and
: teacherstoshare the few available.

about health and dignity Overcrowding
msamta!mﬁcilmesther&

ing a valid licence,while 19 schools that
are still operating are not registered un- :

District leaders said many of the af-
fected schools fall short of the mini-
mum standards required for operation. :
: kind of results do we expect?

“This is not just about education; itis :

Kagadi private schools
face closure over llcen(:es
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Disappointed.
How can a school ope-
rate without latrines,
trained teachers, or
enough space for learners? What

These conditions put learners at
risk of disease outbreaks and com-
promise the quality of education,”
Pauline Opodoi Apio, the Chief
Administrative Officer of Kagadl
District

of disease outbreaks,”Ms Opodoi added.
The Resident District Commissioner

: (RDC), Ms Caroline Nanshemeza, said
¢ enforcement of the closures will begin
: at thestart of the second term. _
“Parents have already paid schoolfees - peated warnings. :

: and learners are preparingtositforend : i
: leads with 16 unlicensed schools.

?§oftamexams.Wehaveanowedthjs

are now implementing the policy”said
¢ Mr Julius Alinda, the senior inspector of
schools in Kagadi District.

The enforcement comes amid a
broader challenge of limited access to
govemment schools across the district.

According to district officials, more
than 60 parishes and 16 sub-counties in

: Kagadi lack government-aided prima-
. 1y schools, forcing communities to rely
- heavily on private institutions.

Mr Peter Zilapa, secretary for health

and education, acknowledged the gap
- butinsisted that compliance cannot be
i compromised.

“Private schools are filling an impor-

i tant gap, especially in underserved ar-
. eas.However, they must operate legal-
. Iy Even if they are profit-driven, they
¢ provide an essential service and must
: meet therequired standards,”he said.

He added that district officials have

. written to the Ministry of Education
¢ requesting government support to ex-
: pand access to public schools in under-
. served areas schooling options.

District officials said affected learners

¢ will be absorbed into licensed schools.

Private school proprietorsargued that

compliance is often hindered by finan-
- cial constraints.

The Director of Ebenezer Primary

School,Mr Jackson Kwesiga,said low en-
. rolment levels limit revenue, making it

= | difficult to invest in infrastructure and

Good Times school, one of the unlicensed schools that faces closure in Kagada District. PHOTO/SEGUJJA
BYOMUGABI.

licensed school will be allowed to reo-

pennext term,’she warned.

She added that the district securi-

ty committee had resolved that all
: schools which donot meet the require-

ments must stop operations.
“Thereisno debate about this.Schools

Ministry of Education,” she empha-
sised.
Under the Education Act (2008), all

: schools—whether pre-primary, prima-
| Ty,0r post-primary—are required to ob-

tain an operational licence before com-
mencingactivities. g
Inspectors said some schools were

previously granted provisional licenc-
: es,but failed to meet the conditions re- :
: quired for full licensing even after re- :
--cies have the highest number of unli-

:ers andmany have not complied. We

: meet licensing requirements.

“Starting a school is an investment,

: but enrolment is often low. The lit-
. . tle money we collect goes into salaries
: term as a grace period. However,noun- :
- loans to pay We need more time toraise
: funds and meet the requirements,”he

and operational costs. Some of us have

Follovw'ng the release of the list of
non-compliant schools, some proprie-

¢ tors have responded and secured tem-
i porary one-year licences to allow them
must meet the standards set by the

tomeet the necessary standards.

The Kagadi District Chairperson, Mr
Ndibwami B Yosia, acknowledged that
private schools play a big role in easing
congestion in government school.

He added that some government
schools host more than 1,500 pupils
with limited teaching staff, underscor-
ing the importance of private sector
participation in education.

Data from the district shows that Buy-
aga West and Buyaga East constituen-

censed schools. Sub-county
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