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~Kagadi private schools 
face closure over licences 

are now implementing the policy," said 
Mr Julius Alinda, the senior inspector of 
schools in Kagadi District. 

The enforcement comes amid a 
broader challenge of limited access to 
government schools across the district. 

According to district officials, more 
than 60 parish-es and 16 sub-counties in 
Kagadi lack government-aided prima­
ry schools, forcing communities to rely 
heavily on private institutions. The crackdown follows 

the release of a list on 
'ApriI6, this year, with 
authorities citing wide­
spread non-compliance 
and poor infrastructure. 

BY SEGUJJA BYOMUGABI & 
ALEX ASHABA 

M 
ore than 200 private schools op-

- erating without valid licenses 
in Kagadi District are set to be 
closed, effective next term, as 

the district moves to enforce compli­
ance with regulations set by the Minis­
try of Education and Sports. 

The crackdown follows the release of a 
list on April 6, this year, wit:h authorities 
citing widespread non-compliance and 
poor infrastructure. 

The decision comes in the wake of a 
=-,ecent scandal involving Titas Muk~ 

wasira, the director of Kabuga Demon­
stration Nursery and Primary School, 
who allegedly forged Primary Leaving 
Examination (pLE) results and recom­
mendations for candidates, later sold 

- the sch0!31 and disappeared. .. 
Educaticm officials said the incident 

exposecl serious oversight gaps and 
highlighted ~e need to strictly regulate 
private schools_ 

Kagadi DistI'i.ct hag,a total of 503 pri­
mary schools, of which 136 are gov­
ernmep.t;aided and 367 are private­
ly owned. However,.only 16'4 private 
schools currently-hold valid operation-

-- allicences. . 
According to district data, at least 206 

private schools are operating illegally, 
wh:ij.e others have· expired provisional 
licences or lack key ~ents such 
as Education Managemetlt Informa­
tion System (EMIS) nu:mbers. 

A total of 10 private schools this tenn 
did riot reopen, after they were earlier 
given notice of non-compliance ofhav-

I . 

Good Times school, one ofthe unlicensed schools that faces closure in Kagadi District. PHOTO/SEGUJJA 
BYOMUGABI. 

ing a valid licence, while 19 schools that 
are still operating are not registered un­
derEMIS. 

District leaders said many of the af­
fected schools fall short of the mini­
mum standards required.for operation. 

Ms Pauline Opodoi Apio, the chief ad­
ministrative officer (CAD) ofKagadi Dis­
trict, said some school$lack basic facil­
ities. 

"How carra scbool operate without 
latrines, traine~ teachers, (ll' enough 
space fqr learners? What kind of re­
sults do we-expect? These-cGilditions 
put1eaI+lers-at tlsk of disease outbreaks 
and co~pronllsethe quality of educa­
tion,'shesai,<i 

She deq::ied pit-latrine shortage in 
schools; saying this forces learners and 
teachers to sharetbe few available. 

"This is not just about education; it is 
abouthealtb. and dignit'f0vercr0wding 
in sanitation fucilities increases the risk 

Disappointed_ 
How can a school ope­
rate without latrines, 

trained teachers, or 
enough space for learners? What 
kind of results do we expect? 
These. conditions put learners at 
risk of disease outbreaks and'com­
promise the qllality of education; 
Pauline Opodoi Apio, the Chief 
Administrative Officer of Kagadi 
District . 

of diseaseoutbreaks,"Ms Opodoi added. 
The Resident District Commissioner 

(RDC), Ms Caroline Nanshemeza, said 
enforCement of the closures will begin 
at the start of the second term. 

"Parents have already paidschool fees 
andleamers are preparingtositfurend 
of term. exams. We have allowed this 

tenn as a grace period. However, no un­
licensed school will be allowed to reo­
pen next term,"she warned. 

She added that the district securi­
ty conimittee had resolved that all 
schools which do not meet the requITe­
ments must stop operations. 

"TheI'f:! is no debate aboUt this. Schools 
must meet the standards set by the 
Ministry of Education," she empha­
sised. 

Under. the Education Act (2008), all 
schools-::-whether pre-primary, prima­
ry,or post-primary-are requiredto ob­
tain an operational licence before com­
mencin:~·activities. 

Inspectors said some schools were 
previously granted provisionallicenc· 
es, but failed to meet the conditions re­
quired for fulilicensing even after re­
peated warnings. 

"Wehave given them several remind­
ers andmany have not complied. We 

Mr Eeter Zilapa, secretary for health 
and education, acknowledged the gap 
but insisted that compliance cannot be 
compromised. 

"Private schools are filling an impor­
tant gap, especially in underserved ar­
eas. However, they must operate legal­
ly. Even if they are profit-driven, they 
provide an essential service and must 
meet the required standards,"he said. 

He added that district officials have 
written to the Ministry of Education 
requesting government support to ex­
pand access to public schools in under­
served areas schooling options. 

District officials said affected learners 
will be absorbed into licensed schools. 

Private school proprieto:rs.argued that 
compliance is-often hindered by finan­
cial constraints. 

The Director of Ebenezer Primary 
School,Mr Jackson Kwesiga,said lowen­
rolment levels limit revenue, making it 
difficult to invest in infrastructure and 
meet licensing requirements. 

"Starting a school is an investment, 
but enrolment is often low. The lit­
tle money we collect goes into salaries 
and operational costs. Some ofus have 
loans to pay. We need more time to raise 
funds and meet the requirements,"he 
argued. 

Following the release of the list of 
non-compliant schools, some proprie­
tors have responded and secured tem­
porary one-year licences to allow them 
to meet the necessary standards_ 

The Kagadi District Chairperson, Mr 
Ndibwami B Yosia, acknowledged that 
private schools play a big role in easing 
congestion in government school. 

He added that some government 
schools host more than 1,500 pupils 
with limited teaching staff: underscor­
ing the. importance of private sector 
part;icipationin education. 

Data from the district shows that Buy­
aga West and Buyaga East constitUen­
cies have the highest number ofunli­
censed schools_Kyaterekera Sub-county 
leads with 16 uiilicensed sChools. 
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Supreme Court holds special sitting to honour ex-Chief Justice DoUo 
BY ANTHONY WESAKA 

~ I<AMPALA. The Supreme Court of 
Uganda has held a special sitting to 
honour the distinguished service offor­
mer Chief Justice Alfonse Owiny-Dol-
10, whose tenure ended earlier this year 
upon reaching the constitutional retire­
mentage. 

During the session held on Friday, a 
panel of judges led by Chief Justice Fla­
vian zeija granted an application seek­
ing to formally recognise Justice Dollo's 

'- {:ontribution to the Judiciary. 
The motion was presented by Solic­

itor General Pius Biribonohwa, who 
asked the court to allow judicial of- . 
ficers, members of the Bar, family, and 
friends to commemorate the retiredju­
rist's legacy. 
In a ruling delivered by Justice lillian 

Tlbatemwa Ekirikubinza, the court said 
Justice Dollo's tenure was marked by 
significant institutional transfo~a-

£; ll,~ J)1: 

tion, including expansion of judicial former Chief Justice for strengthening 
infrastructure, increased staff recruit- the institution and fostering an inclu­
ment,and adoption of information and sive leadership styie. 
communication technology, hence the "I must speak about the Twin Towers. 
need to honour him. During your tenure, the Supreme Court 

"The court is satisfied that this is a fIt and Court of Appeal acquired perma­
and proper application to commemo- nent homes. This is a milestone worth 
rate the distinguished service rendered celebrating,"she said. 
by Justice Dollo to the people ofUgan- Justice Dollo was also praised for his 
da,"Justice Tibatemwa ruled. open-door policy and efforts to build 

on the work ofhis predecessors. 
Tributes Personal tributes 

The court further directed that all Justice and Cohstitutional Affairs 
speeches and tributes delivered dur- Minister Norbert Mao recalled his per­
ing the sitting be recorded as part of the sonal encounter with Justice Dollo dur­
permanent record of the apex court ing his university days at Makerere Uni-

Speakers at the ceremony described versity, where he received legal guid­
Justice Dollo as a "consultative leader" ance from him following a student 
whose tenure saw major reforms with- strike, and he was not expelled along­
in the Judiciary, including expansion side the late former Speaker of Parlia­
of court buildings, creation of regional ment Jacob Oulanyah. 
High Court circuits, and improvement He also noted that the retired Chief 
in staffwelfare. Justice plans to focus on promoting cof-

Justice Tibateinwa, speaking on be- fee growing in northern Uganda during 
half of her colleagues, commended the his retirement. 
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Chief Justice Zeija described his pre­
decessor as a "titan of the law"whose 
leadership shaped the modern Judici­
ary. 

"He led with mentorship, consulta­
tion, and integrity, demonstrating that 
judicial independence is safeguarded 
through hard work and commitment 
to the rule oflaw;" Justice Zeija said. 

He pledged to preserve and build on 

RETIREMENT 

Justice Alfonse Owiny-Dollo 
officially retired on January 
18 upon attaining the age of 
70, as stipulated undtlr the . 
Constitution. 
He remained in office for an 

additional three months to . 
conclude pending matters, a 
period that has now lapsed. , 

the gains made during Justice Dol­
lo's tenure, including a strengthened 
Bench, improved service delivery, and a 
growingJudiciruybud~ 

Justice Dollo officially retired on Jan­
uary 18 upon attaining the age of 70, 
as stipulated under the Constitution.' 
He remained in office for an addition­
al three months to conclude pending 
matters, a period that has now lapsed_ 
In his remarks, Chief Justice Zeija as­

sured the gathering that the Judiciary 
would continue to uphold the values .... 
and reforms championed by his prede­
cessor. 

"As you transition into retirement, you 
leave behind a legacy oftrarisformation 
and strength. The Judiciary will always 
remain your home,"he said. 

The special sitting marked a rare cer­
emonial session dedicated to recognis­
ing the contribution of a retiring head 
of the Judiciary, underscoring Justice 
Dollo's impact on Uganda's legal land-
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