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National News 

The 14th prosecution 
witness says the suspect 
threw the knife outside 
the chain-link fence of 
the school after the 
killings. 

BY JULIET KIGONGO 
& ANTHONY WESAKA 

The killer knife that prime sus­
pect Christopher Okello Onyum 
allegedly used to stab four tod­
dlers to death at a daycare in 

Ggaba, was yesterday displayed be­
fore the court at the ongoing mobile 
High Court rrlaiatfion trial. 

Detective Assistant Inspector of Po­
lice Jim Mutaka, a Scene-of-Crime­
Officer (SOCO), attached to Kabalaga­
la Police Station, said the type of killer 
weapon was black in colour, labelled 
'Mingfen', a kitchen knife. 

. Measuring approximately 1.1 feet 
in length, he said the suspected kill­
er weapon was then treated as a crit­
ical exhIbit. 

"'A black knife labelled 'Mingfen. 
Kitchen Knife' was recovered and 
dumped outside the school fence," 
Mutak~ testified before the court 
presided over by JUStice Alice Komu-
hangi Khaukha. . 
. Mutaka, 32, explained that he was 

-disp.atched to the scene at Ggaba Early 
Childhood Development Programme 
at about 11.30am, where he processed 
the crime scene at the same institu­
tion and collected exhibits. 

According to his testimony, the re­
cOEery of the knife followed informa­
tim} froma/eywitness. 
i "I was briefed by the caretaker, Phoe­
be Namutebi, that upon arrest, the 
suspect threw the knife outside the 
chain-link fence," the 14th prosecu­
tion witness told the court presid­
ed over by Justice Alice Komuhangi 
Khaukha. 
I Acting on that tip, Mutaka.said he 
searched the area and located the kili­
erweapon. 

"Using my visual ability, 1 saw the 
knife. 1 measured the distance it had 
been thrown about 21 feet from the 
western wall," he told the court. 

Mutaka described a gruesome scene 
at the daycare, which he identified as 
the primary crime scene. 

"It was the seat of the crime," he said, 

Ggaba killer e 
displayed in court 

Assistant Superintendant of Police James Eserait displays one of the knives that was reportedly recovered from 
Christopher Okello Onyum's house, in court yesterday. PHOTO / ABU BAKER f-UBOWA 

explaining that although some vic- " Critl('a ex 'b . blades, gloves, tablets, a padlock with 
tims were found elsewhere, the attack A black knife labeled keys, and a smartphone," he said. 
occurred at the centre Mingfen Kitchen Knife The bag also contained a receipt 

Inside the compound, investigators was recovered and from Ggaba Community Church 
said they found widespread signs ofvi- dumped outside the . dated the same day as the incident. 
olence. school fence. I was briefed by the ~ Mutaka further told the court that 

"I observed suspected blood stains caretaker, Phoebe Namutebi, 1 investigators proceeded to Wentze 
at different spots. Some appeared dry, that upon arrest, the suspect ~ Medical Centre, which he described 
while others were on the carpet. Play threw the knife outside the chain- 1 as a secondary scene where more 
toys were scattered on the ground," he link fence," Detective Assistant : victims were found. "Three bodies 
testified. In pector of Police Jim Mutaka. a : were lying on emergency beds, 

The body of a young victim, identi- Sene Of Crime Officer. : covered with a green bedsheet," he 
fied as Ryan Odeke, was found on the : said. 
verandah. "The body was lying in a edlyfoundon the suspect. • The deceased were identified as 
prone position with visible cuttings on "Two black knives with sharp ends 1 Eteku Gideon, Sseruyange Ignatius, 
the right side of the neck," Mutakasaid. and branded 'Pigeon' were handed 1 and Agenorwoth Keisha. 

He'added that swabs were taken from over by a police officer who recovered . All exhibits recovered were sealed 
the wounds and various blood-stained , them from the suspect," Mutaka testi- 1 and submitted for forensic analysis as 
areas to preserve DNA evidence. : fied. ~ the prosecution continues to build its 

CWe swabbed different spots and ! A bag believed to belong to the sus- case. 
JI1a.Ikal. themfor analysis; he said : pect (0keIl0) was also recovel'ed. con- Further hearing continues today 

Additional items recovered includ- ~ taining a disturbing collection of with the prosecution expected to line 
ed sUnglasses suspected to have blood 1 items. up more witnesses to testify against 
stains, as well as multiple knives alleg- ~ "Inside the bag, we found surgical Okello. 
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Okello confessed to killing four toddlers, cm officer says 
--- - -

BY JULIETKIGONGO 
& ANTHONY WESAKA 

to respond ! conversation. - "Hetoldmeheboughtseveralknives 
. "On arrival, we found a huge crowd i "I asked him who he was, and he : prior to the murder and used some 
of cQmmunity members who were f identified himself as Christopher ' of them in committing the crime," 

KAMPALA. Court has heard that highly charged," he said, adding that OkelloOnyum."hetold the court. - . Eseraitsaid 
Ggaba murder suspect Christopher ' police had to disperse them to seCure ~ When asked why he was at the ' In a moment that stunned the 
Okello Onyum confessed to killing the scene and evacuate the suspect ! police station, the suspect reportedly j cOurtroom, the officer recounted the 
four toddlers, apologised for his safel¥ admitted to the killings. suspect's final remarks during their 
actions, and admitted he was aware of The suspect had already be~n "Hesaidhehadkilledfourchildren , interaction 
the consequences he fueed . . arrested by private security guards . at the day-care,"Eserait testified. . "He said he was so~he apologised 

Dete..."ti:ve Assistant Superintendent and was being held at the school Pressed on his m.otive, the suspect . and knew-that whathe had done had 
of Police James Eserait, the Division "He was later picked and taken to . gave a chilling response. "He told me consequences;"Eserait testified. 
cm Officer at Kabalagala Police, Kabalagala Police Station," Eserait ' he killed these children because he "He said he could be jailed or even 
t:est#ied that the suspect made the testified. waslookingforrich~,"theofficersaid ' killed." 
admission shortly after his arrest on . According to the officer, the suspect I Eserait further told the' court that , 1hecourtlatersawphysicalevidence 
~pril2. , appeared visiblyirijured the suspect admitted to planning the . backing this claim whep a set of six 

"He told me he was arrested ~ . "I observed bruises on his arms, crime in advance. "He said he took knives ~ linked to the suspect 
killing four children at a daycare mouth and forehead.He later tOld me . time surveilling the school and noted were presented. "Six knives,five black, 
centrein'Ggaba,"Esel'ait told court. he had been beaten by the mob," he ' that there was no security guard and and one grey were recovered from the 

Eserait, 40, said he was alerted about l said. ' mostlywomenwerepresent,"hesaid. : accusedsresidence,"Eseraitsaid 
the attack at around 11.30aQl and At the police station,F.seIait said he According.t{) the testimony, Okello Trial Judge Alice Koniuhangi 
-immediately mobilised.a team of personally interacted with Okello also revealed that he had prepared for - Kbatikha adjourned the matter until 
·dftectivesandsCer1e-of-crime-ofH.ters - in what he' described as an initial 'j theattack: -- - - -' toda'yforfurthercrossexamination.... 
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CCTV footage 
captures 
key suspect 
ANl:HONYWESAKA 
&JULIETKIGONGO 

KAMPALA. Newly-presented ccrv 
footage has revealed that the prime sus­
pect in the killing offour toddlers at Gga­
ba Early Childhood Development Pro­
grammewastransportedona boda boda 
shortly before the attack. 
The footage, played before the mobile 
HighCourtsittinginGgaba~ 
presented by Assistant Inspector ofPolice 
(AlP) Emmanuel Odongo, who detailed 
the suspect's movements on the day of 
the attack and the preceding day. 

According to Odongo, police surveil­
lance cameras installed at Ggaba-Kawu­
kujunction captured the suspect carry­
ing a backpack while riding as a passen­
ger on a motorcycle headingtowards the 
daycare. 

"The cameras identified the suspect be­
ing transported on a boda boda but not 
with a visible number plate as they ap­
proached the scene," Odongo told the 
court. 

He said he identified the suspect based 
on ciothing observed at the time of arrest. 
After the suspect was taken to Kabalaga­
la Police Station, Odongo cross-checked 
the attire with footage from the junction 
cameras. "Upon observing his dress code 
at the station, 1 reviewed the ccrv foot­
age and confinned it was the same indi­
vidual,"he said 

Further evidence showed that private 
ccrv cameras at Wentz Medical Centre 
captured. the victims bcing rushed in for 
emergency treatment shortly afterthe at­
tack. The first child arrived at 11.20 am, 
followed by the second two minutes la~ 
and a third at 1.1.24 am. 

Odongo noted that the time lapse be­
tween the suspect being seen near the 
scene and the victims'arrival at the med­
ical fucility was about one hour and four 
minutes. 

The court also heard details of the sus­
peers movements on the eve of the at­
tack, reconstructed using police surveil­
lancesystems. . 

Odongo testified that the suspect was 
first captured driving a Toyota RAV4 
from Kyanja through Kisaasi, Nakawa 
and near the Electoral Commission offic­
es, before proceeding through Kibuli, Ka­
balagala,Bunga and Ggaba. 

Footage from a private camera at Re­
newal Sacco showed the suspect parking 
before walking towards the daycare cen­
tre a few metres a~ 

"I observed the driver exit the vehicle, 
lock it,and physically check the doors be­
fore proceeding toward the daycare,"Od~ 
ongosaid 
The suspect reportedly returned about 

11 minutes later and drove off using a 
smaller road to reconnect to Ggaba Road. 
However, investigators flagged a pro­
longed stop in an unmonitored darl< spo~ .. 
~Ggaba andBunga. 

"A distance of about 500 metres cannot 
reasonably take one hour and 40 min­
utes,"Odongo noted. 

The vehicle later reappeared on ccrv 
moving through Bunga,Kasanga and Ka­
balagala before heading to Jinja Road, 
where it stopped at a Shell fuel station. 

Last week,Juma Hashim, a director of a 
car hire company; told court the suspect 
had rented the Toyota RAV 4 and experi­
encedmechanical problems along J~a 
Road on the eve of the attack. 


