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MUDOMA URGED CITIZENS TO PRIORITISE LOCALLY MADE GOODS 
MBALE 

By.-PaOI 
~ •• 4"_. ,.;;<"""" ."",,,~~~. 

- t They¢uka of Bugisu, Jude 
Mike. ,.Mudoma, has renewed calls 
for Ugandans to fully embrace the 
Buy Uganda, Build Uganda (BUBU) 
policy, describing it as a vital pathway 
to strengthening local industties and 
achieving economic self-reliance. 

Umukuka rallies Ugandans 
to embrace local products 

'~ 

Speaking on Friday during the launch 
of the · 4th Uganda Manufacturers 
Association (UMA) Eastern Region 
Trade F~ in Mbale city, Mudoma 
urged citiieris to prioritise locally 
made goods, saying this would help 
retain wealth within the country and 
generate sustainable employment.· 

"The success of our economy lies 
in our willingness to support what 
we produce, Buying local ensures 
that money circulates within our 
communities and promotes national 
development," Mudoma said. 

locally produced goods.' • 
Mudoma commended government 

efforts such as tax incentives, the 
establishment of industtial parks, 
and the promotion of local content in 
public procurement, noting that these 
interventions are already supporting 
local industry. However, he pointed 
out that -negative perceptions about 
the quality of Ugandan products and 
inconsistent production standards 
continue to hinder progress. 

Mudoma said regional trade fairs 
playa crucial role in addressing these 
challenges by offering local producers 
a platform to showcase their products 
and build consumer confidence. 

He· said the event will also feature 
business-to-business matchmaking 
sessions and small and medium-sized 
·enterprises clinics on finance, taxation 
and standards, in collaboration with 
key government agencies, alongside 
exhibition opportunities for more than 
300 businesses. 

"We are providing a platform for 
Ugandan businesses to connect directly 
with consumers and regional markets, 
while reinforcing the importance of 
supporting local m:rnufacturing," 
Muhumuza said. 

The BUBU policy, introduced in 
204, encourages consumers and 
government institutions to prioritise 
Ugandan products in order to 
reduce import dependence and 
stimulate domestic manufacturing, 
Mudoma stressed that beyond policy 
frameworks, the initiative requires 
a fundamental shift in mindset to 
·appreciate the quality and potential of 

The trade fair will run from June 
5-4, at Mbale Secondary · School 
gro)lllds under the theme: FormaJising 
TFade t() SeCUI€· Uganda:S EC()l1emic 
Future, The event is expected to 
attract exhibitors from Uganda and 
neighbouring countties including 
Kenya, Rwanda, South Sudan, and 

Mudoma during friday's function at the 
launch of the trade fair In Mbale city 

Security agencies 
have assured 
exhibitors and 
visitors of safety 
during the event. 
Elgon regional deputy 
Police commander 
Michael Ongicha said 
adequate deployment 
of both uniformed 
and plain-clothes 
officers will be made 
to maintain order 
throughout the trade 
fair. 

Regina Namuwonge, the chairperson 
of the UMA marketing and events 
committee, said the event will 
highlight innovation, value addition 
and technology in manufacturing. 

HOIMA 
(mwe 

[he O-xygen plant at Hoima 
Regional! Referral Hospital 
bas started producing up 
to 200 cylinders of medical 
oxygen daily, a milestone that 
is transforming healthcare 
delivery in the Bunyoro sub­
region and neighbouring 
areas, 

The plant is equipped with 
double-capacity production 

_ - technology, enabling it to 
simultaneously fill medical 
cylinders and supply oxygen 
directly to the hospital through 
·a .modern medical gas piping 
system, Dr Ibrahim Bwaga, the 
hospital director, said. 

On . Monday, Dr Bwaga 
said the plant had not been 
operating optimally since its 
installation two years ago due 
to an unstable power supply 
and the high cost of running a 
generator. 

He said the hospital has 
now installed a transformer, 
which is powering the plant to 
full capacity, Bwaga said this 
means the hospital can finally . 
.pteet its own · oxygen needs 
while also supplying lower­
level health facilities within 
Bunyoro sub-region. 

He added that to ensure 
sustainability, local biomedical 
and technical staff have 
already be n trained to 0 erate 
tIi\l.~ · li'WiHdU :n~Si-
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Tanzania. 
Ezra Muhumuza, the executive 

director of the Uganda ManUfacturers 
Associatior{ said the trade fair will 

strongly promote the BUBU agenda 
by showcasing locally made products 
ranging from food and textiles to 
machinery and agricultural produce. 

She said special arrangements have 
been made to support women-led 
enterprises, youth businesses and co­
operatives from the Elgon, Bukedi, 
Teso, Sebei and Karamoja sub-regions. 

·· Hoima hospital's new·oxygen plant breathes hope into Bunyoro 
line maintenance, reducing 
dependence on external 
engineers and ll1l.l1ll1lIsmg 
downtime. He said oxygen 
remains one of the most critical 
resources in any hospital, often 
referred to as "a big and rare 
medicine which every hospital 
and every person craves for. " 

"The new plant has helped 
to relieve people and health 
facilities of this challenge," 
Bwaga said. With the plant 
now operating at full capacity, 
Hoima Regional Referral . 
Hospitru will not only meet 
its internal demand, but also 
serve as a reliable oxygen hub 
for the wider region. 

He said the hospital had been 
spending about shIm per week 
on fuel to run a generator 
that powered critical services, 
including the oxygen plant. 

Bwaga said the hospital 
serves a wide catchment area 
covering Hoima city and the 
districts of Kibaale, Kakumiro, 
Kagadi.· Kikuube, Buliisa, 
Masindi, and Kiryandongo in 
Bunyoro sub-region, as well 
as parts of Kyankwanzi and 
Kiboga in the central region. 

He said this dependence 
on generators had become 
financially unsustainable, 
especially with increased 
demand from refugees in 
settlements in Kikuube and 
1WYanag.Qgq:~;, . 

"Th~ oxygen plant had been 
relying on a generator because 
it was not cOl:mected to a stable 
power supply. The installation 
of the transformer is a major 
milestone because we are now 
producing our own oxygen,» 
Bwaga said. 

He also said the Government 
has allocated funds to address 
staffing shortages in the next . 
financial year. 

"We are going to attract 
several specialists to Hoima 
to help treat our people. The 
Government has already 
provided the funds," Bwaga 
said. 

He sC!id the hospital has been 
s1t1t~o deliver services 
ue~~ge of spe8MfstS f1 

needed "to operate equipment 
and manage patients. 

Some of the missing workers 
irl,clude a senior anaesthetist, 
. pa't?dfclfBClaR~"9 'l·qtfpe'nser, 

oxygen 
cylinders 
connected 
to ·a gas 
piping 
manifold 

Holma 
Regional 
Referral 
Hospital In 
Holma city 

gynaecologist, surgeon, and 
obstetrician. 

Following renovation and 
expansion works, Bwaga said 
the Government installed 
new equipment and created 
additional units to improve 
service delivery. 

The hospital senior 
administrator, Gloria Iyamet, 
said the facility had been 
spending about shun per week 
on fuel to run the generator, a 
cost she described as high and 
unsustainable. 

"We have been spending 
shun per week on fuelling the 
generator to power the oxygen 
plant. I am happy that the 
Government has pr0w..d.t4 <! 

llr~f~nu"r.!o run th~~~W!Y.; , 

she said. 
Iyamet commended the 

Government's commitment 
to strengthening the health 
sector, saying it was aimed at 
improving service delivery. 

She also revealed that the 
hospital had received and 
installed two new X-ray 
machiIies. 

Iyamet said the new mobile 
X-ray machine, equipped 
with computer-aided software, 
is designed to enhance 
tuberculosis (fB) screening 
and diagnosis in the district 
and beY0!fd. 

The facility now has three 
fixed machines in addition 
to the newly acquired mobile 
unit, which was received 
earlier this year, 

She expressed gratitude to 
the Ministry of Health, assuring 
that the equipment would be 
properly managed and used to 
benefit the community. 

Iyamet described the 
acquisition of the machines • 
as a major milestone for the 
Bunyoro sub-region, saying 
they will significantly improve 
TB screening and diagnosis 
while strengthening overall 
service delivery. 

YWlUS Businge, a resident of .... 
Buhimba in Kikuube district, 
urged medical staff to ensure 
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