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The' curious irony 
of sovereignty in . 
a banana republic 

The Museveni and Gaddafi 
irony in Libya's cOllleback 

to $0.008 per kWh for residential use. It is 
cheaper than bottled water. 

However, on April 11,2026,somethingtru­
ly remarkable happened. The rival eastern 
and western administrations agreed to a 
unified national budget for the first time in 

W 
hen several Ugan-
dans hear the phrase 
:'banana republic," or 
the localised version 
ofIllij.tooke repub­
lic,many assume it is 

alight-heartedjab at our love 
for matooke. 
But the term has nothing to 

do with growing bananas. Its 
roots lie elsewhere,in a dark­
er chapter of history that still 
~oesinnolitical 0 en-

taq today. The expression 'j)ac... 
nana republic"was coined in 
1904 by AmeriCan wrlierWil­
liamSydneyPorterinhis'story 
The Admiral. It described the 
small Central American na­
tions, whose economies,gov­
ernments, and even elections 
were·effectively run to serve 
the interests of a single foreign 
corporation: the United Fruit 
Company. 
The so-called banana repub­

lics were not sovereign states 
in any meaningful sense, They 
had puppet presidents in­
stalled or toppled at the con­
venience of the fnrit bar­
ons,sham elections, and en­
tire national policies bent to­
ward maxiJIV.sing banana ex­
ports while ordinary citizens 
lived in poverty. The coun-
try existed,in essence, as a pri­
vate commercial outpost for 

... agenuine 
course correc­
tion ·or a selec­
tive shield? 

distant capitalists. Over time, 
the label expanded to any na­
tion marked by weak institu­
tions,foreign economic dom­
inance, and a ruling elite that 
appeared more accountable 
to outsiders than to its own 
people. 
Fast-forward to Uganda The. 

phrase has resurfaced in local 
- discourse. It has been invoked 

by critics who argue that 
Uganda's political economy · 
bears uncomfortable similari­
ties to the old model: heavy re­
liance on foreign capital,stra­
tegic sectors dominated by ex­
ternal players, and a percep­
tion that key decisions some­
times align more with inter­
national interests than purely 

I Walkisekris@yahoo,com 

U
P in North Africa, along the Mediter- 13 years. There is a lot of speculation about 

domestic ones. ranean Sea,in the damaged nation Libya bas the cheapest how this "miracle" happened. 
Now on that basis comes the ofaman who managed to be close to 1. hoi · 'ty' Afri (d The answer is oil. Libya has reached its 

Sovereignty Bill. The Bill seeks both the military dictator ldi Amin e.LeCLLJ:CI m ca an highest production in 12 years at 1.37 mil-
to.do exactly what its name and his political enemy,President arguably the world),., It lion barrels per day, generating roughly $22 
suggests: protect Uganda from Yoweri Museveni,somethingremark- is cheaper than billion in annual revenue. This windfall will 
foreign interference. • able is happening. t get bigger, and it is partly thanks to Nato-
As we have heard from min- That man, eccentric and volatile Muam- ,va er~ specifically its leading force, the USA, which 

isters, the government frames mar Gaddafi, who was nevertheless quite wrecked Libya with bombs in 2011. While 
the Bill as a straightforward pan-African, was killed in 2011 in the Liby- Nato's 2011 intervention led to over a dec-
assertion of Article 1 of the an chapte{ of the Arab Spring popular pro- ade offragmentation, the 2026 global ener-
Constitution: Power belongs tests that SWept away other autocrats in the gy desperation,fue1led by America's attack 
to the people, not to outsiders region, like Egypt's Hosni MUbarak and Tu- on Iran and the closure of the Strait ofHor-
wifuchegueboo~~llQ~rters~~~~~~·~iau's~~~·~e~ru~-~A~m~·din~·~e~B~en~Ali~·~. ~~ __ ~ ____ ~~~ __ ~ ______________ ~~m~uz~~J,Q~~oili~1I 
say itis long overdue in aILag"-...--i-_1nthe dayswhenLibyaandGaddafifaced. _ erfulenQugb not to be_treated so dismiss----Iactions_to.keepiighting over.B¥-accident,-
when foreign money can qui- record sanctions from the West,Museveni ive1y. Second,he argues that the current in- those who broke Libya are fixing it. 
etly shape elections, advocacy, was virtually the only leader who dared stability in Libya and in the Sahel,fue1led by There are two lessons for Uganda here. 
and public discourse. stick his head Uoined later by South African Gaddafi's fall,proves that the AU's rejected First, that the country that eats togeth-

Here lies the irony. The very statesman Nelson Mandela) out to advocate roadmap was the superior path. er stays together; secondly, all this (the re-
government accused by critics . for the long-ruling dictator, who had been a Libya all but collapsed with the lynching of serves, energy policy, and all) is driven or 
of operating within a web of key backer of the National Resistance Army/ Gaddafi in 2011. Though the picture has im- managed by the Libyan Investment Author-
foreign economic and politi- Movement in its bush war.However, under proved considerably,it doesn't have a uni- ity (LIA) and the Central Bank, acting as a 
cal influence is now the one ta- pressure,he too often spoke from both sides fied government. It has the Government of massive buffer that has allowed the coun-
bling legislation to crack down ofhis mouth about the man who styled National Unity (GNU), based in Tripoli. Led try to survive years of civil war withouttotal 
on.foreign ftmding and "for- himself King of Africa by Prime Minister Abdul Hamid Dbeibeh, currency collapse. The fact that Libya reads 
eign agents" operating outside There is a popular video on African, it is the internationally recognised admin- in these categories despite having no uni-
state approval.· pan-African and nationalist social media of istration. fied government for 13 years suggests that 

Ifparts of the state are al- Museveni decrying the arrogance of Nato There is the parallel Government ofNa- the "administrative state" (the Central Bank 
ready seen by some analysts during the uprising in Libya in 2011, which tional Stability (GNS) in Benghazi, in the and the National Oil Corporation) has been 

. as compromised by external was sliding into a civil war when Nato inter- East. The third main force is the Libyan Ar- more resilient than the political state. 
forces, then this Sovereignty vened and heavily bombed Gaddafi's forces ab Armed Forces (LAAF),led by the warlord Gaddafi, the man who famously told Mu-
Bill becomes a striking case of imd regime installations. In the speech Mu- Field Marshal Khalifa Haftar. Controlling seveni in 2008 that "Revolutionaries ao 
the accused stepping forward seveni·delivered to the Pan-African Parlia- Sirte, Gaddafi's home region, gives Haftar to- not retire" ,didn't think of the coda to that 
as the prosecutor. . ment in Midrand, South Africa,he recounts tal leverage over the oil crescent, where the prophecy: that "the revolutionary will even-
It raises an obvious question an incident from March 2011 in which a majority of Libya's oil terminals are located. tually perish, and the nation's survival in-

that the Bill itself does not di- high-level African Union (AU) delegation, Now, for those who think Libya is a sham- stincts will eventually outlive his ghost". 
rect1y answer: Why focus regu- including several African heads of state, was , bles, this might come as a surprise.First,Lib- Still,! imagine Museveni might justly 
1atory fire-power on NGOs,op- flying to Tripoli to mediate a ceasefire be- ya holds the largest foreign reserves in Afri- chuckle at the irony that the US bombs and 

. position figures, churches, and tween Gaddafi and the rebels. ca,at $92.9 billion (including foreign curren- the crisis they brought to the Gulf are fuel-
diaspora remittances while Museveni says that as the aircraft carrying cy and gold). To put this in perspective, this ling a Libyan resurrection. 
leaving untouched the much the delegation approached Libyan airspace, is significantly higher than Algeria ($83 bi!-
larger flows offoreign capital Nato ordered it to turn back. His case is that lion) and South Africa ($65.4 billion). Sec-
into banking, extractives, or in- to avoid such humiliation,Africa should be ondly,Libya has the cheapest electricity in 
frastructure deals that critics united, which is the only way it will be pow- Africa (and arguably the world) at $0.000 
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What the Bill has done, above 
all~is force Ugandans to stare 
~atthegapbetween 
rhetoric and reality.In acoun­
try where the term "banana 
republiC"is sometimes thrown 
around precisely becil.use of 
perceived foreign sway, the 
government's attempt to leg­
islate sovereignty becomes ei­
ther a genuine course correc­
tion or a selective shield. 

The conversation should not 
be reduced to for-or-against 
shouting matches. It should 
instead probe deeper: What 
does genuine sovereignty 
look like in a globalised world 
where no economy is an is­
land? How do we distinguish 
legitimate foreign partner­
ship from undue influence? 
And can a law that claims to 
protect the people's w:Wl actu­
ally strengthen institutions, 
or does it risk concentrating 
power further in the hands of 
those already holding it? 
The matooke on ourpiates 

will remain delicious regard­
less.But whether Uganda truly 
escapes the political shadow 
once cast by the original ba­
nana republics depends less 
on any single Bill and more 
on the honesty with whichwe 
confront these.ironies. 

We can;t kick out malaria 
while ignoring PWDs 

A
s Ugandajoins the rest of the world 
to commemorate WorldMalaria 
Day 2026 on April 25 inIgangaDis­
trict,theurgency of this years global 
theme: "Driven to end malariaNow 
we can.Nowwe must."- could not be 

more fitting. Coupled with Uganda's nation­
al call for "Zero Malaria Deaths,"the mo­
ment demands not only renewed commit­
ment, but a deeper reflection: who is still be­
ing left behind in the fight against malaria? 
Women and girls with disabilities often 

face multiple and intersecting barriers: pov­
erty,stigma,limited mobility, and exclusion 
from mainstream health communication 
systems. In malaria prevention and treat­
ment, these barriers translate into: 

Reduced access to insecticide-treated mos­
quito nets, limited access to timely diagno­
sis and treatment, exclusion from public 
health messaging that is not disability-in­
clusive. 

Increased exposure due to dependence on 
caregivers or unsafe living conditions. 

While Uganda has made strides in malar­
ia control; through mass net distribution, 
indoor residual spraying, and community 
health interventions, these efforts are not 
always designed with disability inclusion 
in mind. 

For instance, a standard health campaign 
may distribute mosquito nets, but does it 

\Vithout intentional in­
clusion, even the best 
interventions risk wide­
ning inequality. 

Elizabeth Kayanga 
WorIdMaiariaDay 

ensure that a visually impaired woman un­
derstandshowtouseitproperly? 
A radio message may promote early treat­
ment, but does it reach a deaf adolescent 
girl in a rural household? 

Without intentional inclusion, even the 
best interventions risk widening inequality. 

The aspiration of zero malaria deaths can­
not be achieved through a one-size-fits-all 
approach. It req~ equity-driven strate­
gies that prioritise those most at risk ofbe­
.ing excluded. 

Women and girls with disabilities are not 
just passive beneficiaries- they are critical 
actors in community health systems. When 
empowered, they can: Champion malar-
ia prevention practices within households, 
support community surveillance and re-

porting, influence social norms that shape . 
health-seeking behaviour. However, this po­
tential can only be realised if systems are ac­
cessible,inclusive, and responsive. 

As Uganda moves from commitment to 
action,several priority areas must shape the 
next phase of malaria response. 

Disability-inclusive health communica­
tion: Malaria messages must be adapted in­
to accessible formats-sign language inter­
pretation, braille materials, simplified vis­
uals,and community-based interpersonal 
communication. 

Inclusive service delivery: Health facil­
ities and outreach programmes must be 
equipped to serve persons with disabili­
ties- physically accessible spaces, trained . 
health workers, and respectful care. 

Data that counts everyone: Current ma­
laria data rarely disaggregates by disabil­
ity. Without this, WGDs remain statistical­
ly invisible, and policy responses remain in­
complete. 

Partnerships with organisations of per­
sons with disabilities playa critical role in 
bridging gaps between policy and lived re­
alities. Their involvement should be institu­
tionalised,not incidental. The fight against 
malaria is at a defining moment. The tools 
exist: effective treatment,preventive meas­
ures,and growing political will. As the glob­
al theme reminds us,"Now we can. Now we 
must."But we must also ask: Can we tru-
ly end malaria if some lives remain unseen, 
unheard, and under-served? 

I Ms Elizabeth Kayanga, CEO­
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