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The tax body insists it 
~ollowed procedure and 
immediately notified 
security agencies after 
the interception. . 

BY BUSEIN SAMILU 
. . 

The 'Uganda Revenue Authority : 
(URA) has provided fresh details : 

J, on the interception of $10.2 : 
. million (about Shs37.6 billion) • 

allegedly smuggled into the country 
by a Ugandan ~~g from Turkey, 
seeking to clarify isS).les raised in earlier 
reports. 

In an interview with Daily Monitor, 
URA Assistant Commissioner for Public 
and Corporate Affairs Robert Kalumba 
.said they acted within their mandate 
and promptly involved all relevant 
institutions. Below are excerpts from 

. the interview; 

At what stage was the cargo ! 
flagged? • 

There was no whistle-blower in this : 
case. The container arrived at the ! 
Lexus Warehouses in Namanve and : 
was subjected to routine physical • 
verification. Previously, verification : 
relied heavily on invoices, which made : 
it'ecisyJor some traders to misdeclare : 
goods. For example, someone would : 
declare a few items on Raper while : 
conce~ large quantities inside the : 
container. • 

We shifted tlf physical verification' . 
to address that gap. In this case, the : 
cargo was declared as kitchen items . • 

URA answers queries on 
$.10m cash smuggling case 

During inspection, officers found forks 
placed on top of a box, but on closer 
examination, they discovered!'cash 
hidden underneath. This confinns why 
physical verification is important, even 
though some traders may not favour it. 

When did URA involve security 
agencies? 

Immediately after the discovery. We 
informed the Bank of Uganda, the 
Financial Intelligence Authority, and 
other security agencies. That is the 
standard procedure, and we followed it 
without delay. 

Why did URA take weeks to speak 
publicly about the matter? 

The priority in such situations is not 
public communication but securjng 
the money and notifying the relevant 
authorities. We acted immediately 
where it mattered. The timing of when 
we speak publicly should not be the 
main issue as long as due process was 
followed. 

Did URA reward the staffinvolved 
before investigations were 
complete? 

Claims that staff was given a ShsSo 
million cash reward are false. There is a 
formal procedure for recognising staff: 

Robert Kalumba, URA Assistant 
Commissioner for Public and Corpo­
rate Affairs 

and it does not' involve such payments. 
The officer involved was only given 
a certificate in appreciation of her 
conduct. 

Why expose staffwhile the suspect 
remains unidentified? 

URA position. 
I go there quite often 
to see my parents. 
The thing is the time I 
sp~nd there is' limited 
and putting a h9me 
up there to me would 
appear like keeping 

re- sources idle instead 
of channelling the same where you. 
are likely to get maximum benefits. 
- Robert Kalumba, URA Assistant 
Commissioner for Public and Cor­
porate Affairs. 

~ 

Who is leading the investigation? 
The matter was handed over to the 

appropriate authorities, including 
the Financial Intelligence Authority 
and other security agencies. They are 
best placed to provide updates on the 
progress ofinvestigations. 

What is URA's role now? 
Our role was to detect the anomaly,se­

cure the money and hand over the case. 
Issues of investigation, arrest and pros­
ecution fall outside our mandate, so we 
cannot comment on them. 

Which clearing firm and shipping 
companies were involved? 

I do not have those details readily 
available. They will be provided by in­
vestigators once inquiries are complete. 

Has the matter been escalated in­
ternationally,including to Turkey? 

URA did not officially release the 
identity or images of the officer. The 
photos circulating are not from us. 
What I can say is that the officer 
demonstrated exceptional integrity. For 
someone to report such a large sum of 
money requires honesty of a high order. 
She deserves recognition, and she is 
safe. That is a matter for the investigating 

agencies. URA fulfilled its responsibility 
Why are URA and police giving by handing over the money and notify­

differing accounts on who is ingtherelevantinstitutions. 
handling the case? 

Matters of investigation fall under Who owns the companies linked to 
security agencies, so it is best to seek , the shipment? 
clarification from them. From our side, ! Ownership and accountability will be 
we ensured all relevant institutions ' established after investigations are con­
were notified and involved as required. cluded by the responsible authorities. 
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Refugee crisis: Uganda tur.ns to China amid US funding cuts 
BY KARIM MUYOBO 

KAMPALA. The Government ofUgan­
da has appealed to financially capable 
countries to each contribute at least $1 
million (Shs3.7 billion) towards refugee 
support, following significant funding 
cuts by the United States to United Na­
tions agencies. 

The Office of the Prime Minister said 
the counu:y's refugee response pro­
grammes have suffered a major setback 
after the UN system lost up to $6Sm 
(ShS240b) in previously committed 
funding. The cuts have affected several 
agencies, including the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, (UN­
HCR) which plays a central role in refu­
gee protection and assistance. 

While receiving a $1 million dona­
tion from China on Tuesday; the Minis­
ter for Reliet:Disaster Preparedness and 
Refugees, Mr Hillary Onek, said Uganda 
is facing mounting pressure as donor 
support declines. 

"Previously; America was the main 
donor for refugee programmes, espe­
cially in logistics and fe..eding. Howev­
er, under the new administIation, they 
have withdrawn much of their funding 
to UN organisations. For countries like 
Uganda that host refugees, the burden 
now falls on us,"Mr Onek said. 

He welcomed China's intervention 
and called on other countries,particu­
larly in Asia, to step in. 

"We are encouraged by good Samari­
tans like the Chinese government. We 
appeal to other countries.with capaci­
tpuchas India and others in the East, 
to\:ome forward. Even a contribution 
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REFUGEE" NUMBERS 

Uganda currently hosts more 
than 1.6 million refugees, the 
largest number in Africa and 
the third highest globally, 
placing increasing strain on 
national resources. Most of 
these refug~es are from ORC 
and Sudan. 

manage refugee operations,"he said. 
China's Charge d'Affaires ad interim, 

AmbasSador Fan Xuecheng, said the $1 
million assistance has already been dis­
bursed and will provide essential sup­
plies. 

"Starting today; hot meals, bread, hy­
giene supplies and other basic necessi­
ties will be delivered to those in urgent 
need,"he said. 

Left to Right: China's Charge d'Affaires ad interim Ambassador Fan Xuecheng, Prime Minister Robinah Nabba~a and 
ministers (Ullian Aber, State, Disaster Preparedness and Refugees); Hillary Onek (Relief and Disaster Preparedness) 

. and Henry Okello-Oryem (State, Foreign Affairs) during the launch of~he $1 million Emergency Humanitarian Assis-

. tance Project in KampaJayesterday. PHOTO/GEOFREY MUTUMBA 

Amb Xuecheng attributed 
displacement largely to conflict and 
urged the international community to 
prioritise peace efforts . 

of$lmillioneachwouldmakeasignifi- . arrivais, women and children. 
cantdifference,"headded. Humanitarian funding for Uganda's 

Uganda currently hosts more than 1.6 refugee response has declined sharply 
million refugees, the largest number over recent years. Data from UNHCR 
in Africa and the third highest global- shows contributions stood at $490m 
ly,placing increasing strain on national in 2018 and peaked at $SOOm in 2019, 
resources. before falling to $491m in 2020, $370Dl 

The remarks came as the government in 2021, $414min 2022, and dropping 
yesterday launched implementation further to $294m in 2024. In 202S, 
of China's $1 million emergency funding is projected at'between $130Dl 
humanitarian assistance, targeting and $140m. 
v.ulnerable groups, including new • _ The shortfallha&forced:reductions in 

"Wars and conflicts are the root~ 
causes of large-scale displacemenf 

food rations,strained healthcare servic- • The international community should 
es and weakened education support, . promote ceasefires and advance 
with some refugee households receiv- political solutions,"he said. 
ing only 30 to 60 percent of their basic He added that China would continue 
needs. supportiIig Uganda's development 
Mr Onek noted that the situation is agenda, including Vision 2040, 

particularly challenging because UN- through investments in infrastructure, 
HCR relies largely on voluntary contri- agriculture and industrialisation. 
butions rather than the UN's central Commissioner for Refugees Mr 
budget. Patrick Okello said the funds will 
.:"When donors .withdraw, the agency ' supportJOperations in Nakivale and 
is left withoutadeq1l:ate resounfes to! '·aKyangwalirefugeesettlements. 
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