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'Allege4 baby killer scouted 
schools before Ggaba attack~ 
The suspect initially 
searched for "schools 
near me" using Google 
M'aps before narrowing 
down to specific institu­
tions. 

BY ANTHONY WESAKA 
&. JULIET KIGONGO 

E
vidence tendered yesterday in the 
trial of Christopher Okello Onyum, 
who is a~cused of killing four tod­

. dlers at a Ggaba daycare centre,re­
vealed that he conducted extensive on­
line searches about several nursery and 
p~school facilities across Kampala and 
Wakiso districts before the deadly at­
tack occurred. 

Testifying on Wednesday, Assistant 
Superintendent of Police Kenneth Hen­
ry Angulo,a digital forensic aruilyst, told 
the mobile High Court sitting at Ggaba 
Community Church playground that 
analysis of the suspect's electronic de­
vices x:evealed a pattern of searches fo­
cused on early childhood learning cen· 
tres. 

"When examining exhibit 1-5,whichis 
the Motorola phone, we observed that 
it was used over time to search for key­
words revolving around kindergartens, 
preschools, play centres, and nursery 
schools," Angulo said. 

He added that the suspect initially 
searched for "schools near me" using 
Google Maps before narrowing down to 
specific institutions. 

According to the forensic finding'7pre­
sented in court, some of the schools 
Okello reportedly researched include 
Kyanja Junior School, Matugga PI:e 
School, Lam Kipdergarten and Daycare 
Centre in Matugga,Mom's Love Kinder· 
garten on Ssemuto Road, Edibet ECD 
and Play Centre on Kiiti Road in Matug­
ga, and Golden Infant Kindergarten, al­
so in Matugga 

The testimony paints a picture of a 
suspect who. may have been scouting 
potential targets before eventually set­
tling on Ggaba Early Childhood Devel­
opment Programme, where the attack 

Christopher Okello, who is accused 
pfmurdering four children at Ggaba 
~arly Childhood Development Pro­
gramme, in the dock as ASP Barnar­
bas Harelimana, a forensic biologist, 
presents evidence collected at the 
prime scene. PHOTOS / ABUBAKER 
j..UBOWA 

!occurred on April 2, leaving four tod­
kllers dead. 
; Earlier last week, Detective Assistant 
:Superintendent of Police Jame Eserait, 
:the Division CID officer at Kabalagala 
Police Station, testified that during in­
terrogation, Okello admitted to surveil­
ling the Ggaba facility prior to the at­
tack. 

"He said he took time surveilling the 
school and noted that there was no se­
curity guard and that mostly women 
were present,"Eserait told the court. 

Eserait further testified that the sus­
pect indicated he had prepared in ad-
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The forensic analyst told the 
court that shortly after the at­
tack on the Ggaba day care 
school. education authori-
ties started inspecting schools 
around Wakiso and Kampala 
districts, checking on their se­
curity readiness to avert simi­
lar aitacks. 

vance for the killings. 
"He told me he bought several knives 

prior to the murder and used some of 
them in committing the crime,"he said 

Additional digital evidence present­
ed in court showed that Okello also 
searched for locations and services that 
investigators believe may have been ; 
linked to the planning of the attack. • 

These included Bunga Police Station, : 
"Pow long it takes to get a Uganda fire-

'r • 

arm licence", "Church Close in Ggaba", 
and "Trip Car Rental Uganda". 

The forensic analyst told the court 
that he examined nine exhibits recov­
ered from the suspect's rented house in 
Kyanja, including two laptops,four mo­
bile phones, and flash disks. The anal· 
ysis focused on user activity, browsing 
history, call logs, mobile money trans­
'actions, and car hire inquiries between 
March 12 and March 31,2026. 

According to the charge sheet, Okel-
10 is accused of unlawfully causing the 
deaths of Gideon Eteku, Keisha Agenor­
wOth Otim,Ignitius Sseruyange, and Ry­
an Odeke at Ggaba Early Childhood De­
velopmentProgrammein Makindye Di­
vision, Kampala. 

Postmortem reports presented to 
the court during the committal to the 
High Court about three weeks ago, in­
dicate that the children died ofhypo­
volemic shock resulting from deep neck 
wounds. 

The injuries were descnbed as severe, 
cutting through critical structures. 
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BY ANTHONY WESAKA &. 
JULIET KIGONGO 

KAMPALA. Unsettling evidence pre· 
sented before the ongoing community 
mobile High Court yesterday revealed 
that Christopher Okello Onyum, the 
prime suspect in the Ggaba daycare 
killings, conducted distu¢ing online 
searches related to terrorism, weapon 
acquisition, and execution methods 
prior to the attack. 

Testifying before Justice Alice Komu­
hangi Khaukha,Assistant Superinten­
dent of Police Kenneth Henry Angulo, 
a digital forensic analyst, said the anal­
ysis of the suspect's electronic devices 
uncovered searches linked to the ex­
tremist group Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria (ISIS). 

"Under search 40, he searched for 
ISIS-beheading," Angulo told the court, 
drawing audible shock from members 

.L r j'.-

Okello searched about beheading online -witness 
of the public attending the communi­
tytrial 

The court heard. that the suspect also 
researched how to acquire a firearm in 
Uganda,including queries on how long 
it takes to obtain a gun licence. This 
was under search term 39. 
Howev~prosecutors did not indicate 

the exact motive behind those search­
es. 

In addition, the forensic analyst re­
vealed that Okello had downloaded a 
digital copy of The Art o[War, a histor­
ic military strategy text attributed to 
Sun Tzu. 

The book was reportedly saved on 
one of the flash disks recovered from 
his rented house in Kyanja. From his 
analysis, the witness said Okello saved 
that book on his flash disc on Novem­
ber 6,2025,ap,32 am. _ 

The prosecution argues that the com· and that his client had intended to use 
bination of these searches points to them for farming activities in Nwoya 
premeditation and deliberate plan- District 
ning ahead of the April 2 attack that Last week, Ms Phoebe Namutebi., a 
left four toddlers dead at Ggaba Early : caretaker at the facility, testified that 
Childhood Development Programme. : she initially thought the Okello was 

Unconfirmed reports indicate that 1 be~ting a child when she saw him 
investigators may seek further court ": ' through a window. 
orders to interrogate tqe S\1$pect over : . "I thought he was beating the child .. . 
possible links to extremist ideologies, : but whEm I rushed there, I found one 
following the revelations. . ~ . child in a pool of blood," she told the 

This publication could not verify the • court. 
reports. . • She added that the attacker, armed 

Earlier testimony from a prosecution '-1 witl).. a knife, moved swiftly from one 
witness indicated that atleast six kitch: .... j child to another during the incident. 
enkniveswererecoveredfromOkello'~ : . The trial continues to draw intense 
residenceinKyanjauponhisarrest. • public attention as more evidence 

However, during cross-examination, ' emerges detailing the events leading 
defence lawyer Richard Kumbuga dis- up to the brutal killings. Okello has de-
missed this as ordinary, arguing that nied all four murder charg'es. 
knive~ are common household items 

. DNA links 
Okello to 
knife in Ggaba 
murders 
BY ANIHONY WESAKA &. 
JULIET KIGONGO 

KAMPALA. Proceedings in the · 
murder trial of Christopher Okello 
Onyum were abruptly halted yester­
day after a powerful thunderstorm 
tore through the makeshift court at 
Ggaba, sending tents flYing and trig­
gering panic among court attendees. 

The afternoon session,hadjust re­
sumed for the fina1 prosecution wit­
ness. Strong winds ripped apart the 
main tent, forcing an emergency 
evacuation. 

The suspect, was equally affect­
ed as he was in the same tent as the 
judge, state prosecutors,and <terence 
lawyers. '!he prison warders swiftly 
took him away into a nearby hold­
ing cell, from where the Luzira pris­
on bus picked him up and took him 
back to Luzira prison. Court docu­
ments for the lawyers and the judge 
were seen scattered all over_the wet 
ground 

However, earlier in the day, the 
prosecution led by Jonathan'Mu­
waganya and Anna Kiiza tightened 
their case against Okello,~ren­
sic evidence linked his DNA to the 
suspected murderw~on. 

Testifying before the High Court, 
police forensic analyst Barnabas 
Harelimana said DNA analysis es­
tablished that Okello's genetic mat­
terwas predominantly found on the 
handle of a black kitchen knife be­
lieved to have been used in the April 
2 killings. 

He told the court that on April 10,. 
he received a request from Kabala­
gala Police Station to examine sever­
al exhibits recovered from the crime 

. scene. These included the suspected 
murder weapon,a pair of black trou­
sers allegedly worn by Okello during 
the alleged attack, sunglasses, blood 
samples, and school uniforms be­
lieved to belong to the victims. 

"Analysis revealed that the DNA 
profile on the knife handle matches 
that of the suspect,"Mr Harelimana 
testified. 

The court further heard. thatmixed 
DNA profiles belonging to the vic­
tims were also detected on the knee 
area of the trousers recovered frOm 
Okello, as well as on his sunglasses, 
strengthening the prosecution's as­
sertion that the suspect had direct 
contact with the children during the 
attack. 

Last week, Detective Assistant In­
spector ofpolice JimMutaka,a scene 
of crime officer attached to Kabala­
gala Police Station, described the 
weapon as a black "Mingfen" kitch­
en knife measuring approximately 
1.1 feet in length. He told the court 
that the knife was recovered outside 
the daycare fence following a tip-off 
from a witness. 

This is the second incident in re­
cent days to disrupt the high-pro­
file trial. Last week, a van transport­
ing the suspect failed to brake and 
rammed into a journalist, leaving 
him with serious injuries. 

The trial is expected to resume on 
ThUrsday, weather permitting. 


