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T uka stars Senkusu tips UWbF Victorious Sailfish habour big ambitions Time for Oilers 
to ~ep forward By Michael Nsubuga 
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UGC Monthly Mug 
• Overall winner 
Walter Tukahiirwa 65nett 
• Group A 
Shaban Ram 
Ernest Rukundo 
• Group'B 

70 
75 

Francis Mukonyezi 70c/b 
Lucas Kimara 70 
• Group C 
Alex Muwanguzi 68c/b 
Ian Mutiibwa 68 
• Group A-ladies 
Gloria Mbaguta 73 
Berna Musanabera 74 
• Group B 
Patience Musiime 78 
Olivia Nakuya 79c/b 
Seniors 
Wilson Karuhanga 73 
Peace Muyege 79c/b 

Walter Tukahiirwa carded 
an overall (65nett) to win the 
Uganda Golf Club Monthly 
Mug tournament for the 
month of April at Kitante on 
Saturday. 

Playing off a handicap of 
9, TukahllnNa beat over 80 
golfers on the day, includ-' 
ing Shaban'Ram and Ernest 
R.ukundo, who returned 70 
and 75 nett, respectively, as 
hI". claimed his first career 
m'onthly mug tournament 
and his first win this year. He 
birdied the par-3 hole 4 and 

--the par-5 holel3 enroute to 
scoring 2-over 74 overall. 

"I had a very good round. 
To be honest, I didn't expect 
to score this well when I teed 
off today," Tukahiirwa said. 
But slowly by slowly, thjl 
numbers started adding up, 
and I was. like, "Okay, I think I 
have a chance." "I had actually 
given up on the mug becailse 
I thought at this level, it's very 
hard to win the mug." 
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The Kira Municipal Education officer 
Michael Senkusu has urged Uganda 
Woodball Federation to focus on the 
growth 9f the sport in both primary and 
secondary schools for a bright future. 

Senkusu made the appeal at the closing 
ceremony of the inaugural Kira Municipal 
schools' Woodball tournament held at 
Tooto Ndiwulira school-Mbalwa'in Kira 
MUnicipality on Saturday. 

"We are excited to see that the first 
tournament has attracted such numbers. 
This is the way to go and Uganda Wood­
ball Federation (UWbF) should focus on 
growing the sport in scbools especially 
primary and secondary for the future," 

. Senkusu said. 
"Train more gariles teachers so that they 

can spread the sport. As sports officers, 
we shall support you by organising work­
shops_ So, give us facilitators,"he added. 

Senkusu's words were echoed by the 
area inspector of schools Edward Mubiru 
who lauded UWBF for the initiative to 
start the sport in the municipality and 
urged children to embrace sports to 
develop their talent. The one-day tourna­
ment ended with Shimon Demonstration 
School and hosts Tooto Ndiwulira school 
Mbalwa emerging champions in the boys 
and girls categories respectively. 

By Olivia Nakate ...................................... ...................................... 

Dolphins Junior Championships 
Top three 
Sailfish 465.5 
Dolphins 279.5 
Altona 248.5 

After putting up a dominant perfor-
. mance at the Dolphins Junior Cham-
. pionships last Saturday, Sailfish Swim 
Club has set its sights on even bigger 
prizes this season, with a renewed 
focus on the Uganda Aquatics National 
League and the National Champion­
ships due in July. 

Club coach Joseph Kabogozza believes 
the recent vietory has injected confi.-

dence and hunger into the team as they 
prepare for tougher competitions ahead . 
"The win gave our swimmers a lot of. 
motivation, and they are now hlUlgry for 
more victories," Kabogozza said. 

The club's long-term ambition this year 
extends beyond local success. Sailfish is 
targeting strong representation on the 
national team that will compete at the 
Africa Aquatics Zone III Championships 
due in Kampala in November. 

Sailfish clinched the junior champion­
ship title in emphatic fashion, accumu­
lating 465.5 points, thanks to stand-out 
performances from Emmanuel Mutebi, 
Abigeal Muttamba, and Barack Etot. 

Hosts Dolphins Swim Club finished 
second with 279.5 points. 

FR. GRIMES CHESS RETURNS 
.~y..~~!~~.~~ .. ~!~!-'uka .............. .. 
All is set for the 2026 Fr. 
Grimes National Schools 
Chess championships which is 
expected to attract over 1,000 
players at Ntare School in 
Mbarara on May 2-7. This will 
be the first time for the event 
to be held outside the central 
region. 

The 3!ith edition of the event 
will feature school teams in 
the primary and secondary 
categories (boys and girls) 
with promising intense 
competition and a celebration 
of youthful brilliance on the 
chessboard. 

The prestigious 
championship, organized 
under the Uganda Chess 
Federation calendar, remains 
Uganda's biggest schools' 
chess competition, a platform 
that has conSistently nurtured 
talent and produced future 
national stars. 

This year's edition returns 
to the hIstoric Ntare School 
in Mbarara, one of Uganda's 
most respected academic and 
sporting institutions, known 
for their strong tradition in 
both education and co-
. curricular excellence. The 
school has been among the 
top 10 in the past five events_ 

UCF official in charge of 
school's development, Calvin 
Ntumwa says they have 

extended the registration 
deadline from April 21 st to 
27th to allow more competi­
tors to take advantage of the 
last window for entries. 

The championship is played 
by teams of four players and 
one non-playing captain for 
each team. 

"Any school is allowed to 
enter as many tearns at a 
cost of sh500,000 each. We 

expect to have over 150 teams 
for this event because many 
schools in the western have 
shown interest to compete," 
noted Ntumwa. 

The venue is expected to 
host a large contingent of 
teams, with participation num­
bers in past editions reach­
ing over 150 school teams, 
underlining the tournament's 
growing popularity. 

The defending champions in 
the boy's secondary category, 
St Henry's College Kitovu, St 
Mary's College Kisubi, Ndejje 
SSS, and Ntare School itself 
are expected to be among 
the top contenders,. following 
strong performances in recent 
editions. 

The event will also serve as 
a scouting ground for national 
youth teams. 
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National Basketball 
League 

- Today (Women) 
Jaguars v UCU 
Men 
Sommet v Jaguars 
Tomorrow, Mukono 
Women 
Angels 
UPDF 
JKL 
Men 

v Eaglets 
v Nabisunsa 
v KIU 

Oilers v KCCA 
UCU v Rezlife 
Sunday, Lugogo 
Women 
Queens v Stormers 
UCU v UPDF 
Men 
UPDF 
UMU 
Rezlife 

v Rockets 
v JKL 
v Oilers 

National Basketball League 
(NBL) teams offered a 
public reminder of the 
importance of location after 
turning down an invitation! 
directive by sport govern­
ing body FUBA to play at 
the Hoima Stadium Arena, 
raising questions about the 
facility's usefulness in the 
short to mid-term. 

The three-day, 18-game 
hoops fest, originally 
slated for May 22-24, was 
supposed to be a histor-
ic moment for Ugandan 
basketball, who have long 
waited for an arena like Ho­
ima. Instead, the occasion 
was rejected by NBL teams 
because of the high travel 
and accommodation costs it 
would entail. 

FUBA listened and 
scrapped' the arrangement, 
with a new venue for 
those particular games to 
be decided. The biggest 
unknown, though, is how 
the government will make 
the facility truly useful to 
Ugandan sport regularly. 

As the concerned author­
ities look for the answer to 
that question, NBL teams 
will shift their focus to 
protecting or improving 
their locations on the NBL 
table, which looks familiar 
at the top but unpredictable 
everywhere else. The City 
Oilers and Namuwongo 
Blazers are unsurprisingly 
first and second in the 
standings following impres­
sive first rounds that yield­
ed identical records of 10-L 
Oilers, who face the KCCA 
Panthers tomorrow at UCU 
Mukono, wort their first 
niile games of the season ,," 
before a shock 62-48 loss to 
the Rezlife Saints that was 
rendered more stunning. 

f 


