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The problem with |
L ] L ]
Sovereignty Bill
t
overeignty of anation has of ourlabour force toiling in the i
essentially two perspec- diaspora,which is now our big- t
tives,external andinternal.  gest export and increasinglyour | f
In substance, the adoption of largest foreign exchange earn- E
the structural adjustment pro- erahead oftourism and coffee |
grammes (SAPs) in May 1987 combined. The large-scalean- - v
was asurrenderofourexternal  nualrepatriation of funds north
sovereigntybytheNRM govern-  of $3 billion by the 4 million I
menttothe World Bankandthe  Ugandans in the diaspora has t
International Monetary Fund boosted thelocal economy by E
(IMF),which descendedonour - increasing availablecapitaland | g
internal sovereigntywiththeir ~ taxrevenue,thereby strength- i
blueprint demanding privati- ening the Uganda shilling. For-
sation and relinquishingofna-  eignnationalshaveequallycon- | f
tional control over our exploita- - tributed to investment capi- I
ble resources. . tal. The prohibitive measutes |
International borrewing, reg- proposed in the Bill will crip- E
ulation and promotion of for- ple business operations,forcing | t
eigndirectinvestment (FDI),in-  capital outflow that could weak- | v
ternational grantsand develop-  entheshilling. €
mental assistance through local The Bill also does not antici-
financial and creditinstitutions ~ patethat Uganda’s ability to ac- E
weretoolsemployed todestroy  cess foreign financial markets C
theexternal aspectof our sover-  would be filled with pitfalls.It t
eigntyDomestically financialfa-  islikely that more developed €
cilitieshavebeenmanipulated = member countries of the East t
by the IMF and World Bank to African Community (EAC) will
destabilise and disorientourfi- = attract more foreign aid,accen- F:
nancial system through multi- tuating inequality. This would 3
national companies which we lead to continued underdevel-
furnish with endless tax holi- opment and migration of Ugan- I
days,concessions and subsidies ~ dans to those countries. -]
while they milk the country dry There has been talk of Par- C
and then migrate elsewhere. liament grabbing the civic du- t
Welive in a world where tril- ty of citizens to elect their presi-
lions of dollars move electroni- dent without public consent by i
cally around theworld without ~ way of referendum. We have to C
borders.Therefore, the propos- * challenge that political culture
alin the Sovereignty Bill that where politicians assume gov- .
“international monetarytrans-  ernanceistoo complex for the
. common man, holding consul- 1
S e tations after decisionsaremade, | |
The prohlbmve ~ whichinitselfis aviolation of
» = SOV 2 tY,
MEASUres Pro- “Acaymthelifeofalgandan | |
Adin 3 is beginning to feel like every-
P QSe'd III the Bﬂl oneis on their own and the gov-
VV]H Cﬂpple bll- ernment is removed from reali- 5
. - ty What then might be the rem-
SINESS opera- edytoafailingstatewheresepa- | -
ﬁOIlS.. - ration of power is replaced with I
separation of the state from the I
people?
Think about agovernment S
limited by guarantee; a com- i
munity-based systemofgovern- | s
ance in which representatives S
are held to account fortheirpar- | ¢
ticipation in the design and de- E
livery of change. Citizens would C
not be personally liable for gov- 1
ernment debts beyond their
agreed guarantee, hence pro- 1
tecting individual sovereign- S
actions be subject to the crite- ty.Communities would man- t
ria and limitations specifiedby =~ age common resources collabo- I
theBillisameremantrawhich  rativelywhich is more fair and C
cannot be effectively enforced sustainable than top-down reg- i
because technicallywehaveno  ulation or privatisation. E
sovereignty left to preserve. The solution to the challenges f
The Bill suggests that obtain- of sovereignty doesn’t liein po- €
ing funds from Ugandansinthe  litical will,but in the will of the
diasporaistantamounttocon-  people.We must zero govern- £
cluding a treaty with a foreign ancedown toself-ruleat a per- t
state, technically declaring 8 sonal level,then to commumni- V
percentof our populationstate-  tylevel before advancing tona- v
less. All citizens should be af tional sovereignty. g
forded equal rights and access We should concern ourselves I
toresourcessuch asland,labour  with the quality of occupants of
and capital, with equitable dis- Parliament not only becauseit 1
tribution of social products.The ~ has become a breeding ground E
proposed Bill would violatethe ~ forbad ideas,but because those I
constitutional right to access men and women arean existen- | t
national resources by denying tial threat to the dignity of the S
the people access to the fruits common man and the destiny S
. t
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