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Progress. While stu­
dents br ing energy and 
aspiration in French 
educat ion, teachers and 
school leaders provide 
a longer view of how 
language learning has 
evolved over time. 

How French learning 
is evolving in schools 

BY PROMISETWINAMUKYE 

F 
ormanystudentsinnorthern Ugan­
da, especially those near the border 
with the 'Dem6cratic Republic of 
Congo,learning Freilch is not an ab­

stract academic exercise but a lived ne­
cessity shaped by dailyinteraction,trade 
and aspiration. 

And with Uganda eyeing East African 

et Seydou, came books like On y va; but 
much of that content-was influenced by 
West Africa, so even the characters and 
contexts reflected that region. 

"Today, language teaching is based on 
what we call1'approche actionnelle (the 
action-oriented approach). Students 
are no longer just repeating content, 
they are actively using the language," 
Chwiny'ay said. 

The l.eaJ:oers take on a biggerrole.1hey 
are expected to search for information, 
to be creative, and to work on projects. 
The idea is that language is something 
one does,notjustsomething one studies, 
This mirrors the lower secondary cur­

riculum's push since 2020. Kiswahi­
li compulsory in Sl-S2,French elective 
with projects,role-plays,and themes like 
greetings or global issues. 
. Textbooks like Pierre et Seydou paved 
the way for oral skillS, as well as today's 
methods, which add AI songs and group 
tasks for engagement. 

Conununity integration and events like Inside the language classroom 
Afcon 2027, French, Kiswahili, Arabic, In Arua,French teacher Scovia V.on of-
even Chinese will more than ever need fers a glimpse into how language teach-
to be integrated across sciences and hu- ing itselfis changing underthenew cur-
manities, riculum.In a recent lesson on numbers, 

For now, students near the border are she moved beyond traditional chalk-
leaning more into French and Kiswahili and-talk methods, using audio record" 
as trade languages, with hopes of prom- "~ ings, songs and online resources to im-
ises beyond. • • " ' merse students in authentic pronuncia-

"I study languages becausetheycreate French students listen tovistors from Alliance Francaise de Kampala earlier this month. PHOTO/PROMISE tionandlisteningpractice. 
opportunities, especially in businessTWINAMUKYE "I began by playing a song featuring 

and communication. You do not want numbers, allowing students to listen 
to be left ~d,~said Denis Okerwoth, worlting in Paris.Now I introduce myself way from Senior Orte to Senior Six went in Paris. That experience m.arlced a turn- and familiarise themselves with the 
a seniorfour student atNebbi Town Sec- confiden1:l}f Asante said. on to university, excelled academically ing point, leading to a career that in- sounds before introducing visual and 
ondary School,Nebbi. and was selectedfor a short programme volves worlting across African countries, writtenforms,"she said. 

His classmate adds that Frelich has Lessonsfi'omthestaffroom particularly in Francophone regions, Her classes, which can have up to 43 
made a difference in their family shop, While students bring energy and as- students, reflect both the opportuni-
close to the border.It used to be hard to pi:ration, teachers and schoolleaders .. ...... .... .... .. ,...... .. .... .. ...... .... . Evolution of teaching languages ties and challenges of the new cur-
understand what customers were say- provide a longer view of how language French professor Milburga Atcero of riculum, where subjecf choice has ex-. but bus' , , Despite the progress made, 
mg, mess IS now easIer. learning has evolved over time and Makerere University Business School, panded but competition from other 

A S di fi iris S d challenges remain_ 
t t Mary's E 0 e G econ ary what challenges remain. who has taught French since 2000, re- subjects like ICfhas reduced uptake in 

Sch 1· , d Bel According to Sr Josephine 
00 mArua,SeniorOnestu ent, - Atone secondary school, deputy head- ca1lshowFrenchteachinghasevolved. langu"oes. 

Omal drearnsb' Aciro Acan, the Headteacher ...., 
ta e Igger. teacher of at Vurra secondary school in "Early methods were grammar-heavy, "To address this, the. school has intro-

really lik ch, d also at St Mruy's Ediofe Girls' SS 
"I eFren an I wantto AruaAliceAl~ recalls how her own in- teacher-centered, involving students duced subject clustering,ensuring that 

1 Chin Arab· doth ...,., in Arua, the new curriculum earn ese, IC,an ers.I want terest in French J..on" ... after admiration >l. _ memori-nno con;110"tions and losmg' in- students choose at least one langu"~e, a 
1 , th .r "'-&"-'" requrres students to make .~.., "....,.. ...., 

to exp ore e world, achieve things, from a fellow student, who had learned terest,"She recalls. practical intervention aimed at preserV-~ 
d 4'> ...... ; 1'" lik fath subject choices earlier than an supportmy J.CU'~I emy er, thel~ ... ~'~neinCongoandspokeitwith . "Now it is competence-based, ac- mg' I., ... ~,.,nelearnmg· inanincreasingly 

h 1 ed ch through ed uu"6uao before. This often happens uu"6uao 
W 0 earn Fren R Cross fluency and confidence. tion-oriented. crowded curriculurn,"she said. 

rk, Omal 'd. without sufficient exposure wo" e sal She remembers being struck by how We simulate realli£e, including, stu- According to CWinya'ay, institutions 
ch d ' to all options, which can lead 

"In DR Congo,Fren opens oors.So It the student carried herself and how nat- dents role- playing asjournalists or mar- like the National Curriculum Develop-
. . fi sch 1," bee . gl b- - to confusion and misplaced 
IS not JUSt or 00 It IS ommg 0 urally she communicated, yet French ket sellers. Groups creating menus, and ment Centre, are looking to create' new 
al." decisions. "Teacher shortages, 

was not offered in her school, so the op- limited resources and dialogues that teachers facilitate among teaching materials that are aligned with 
Senior One student,LonaAsante from portunitypassedher ~ other methods. This builds confidence this approach -the new curriculum. 

the same school, chose French after ori- Years late!; when the subject was intro- competition from other for hosp·;"., Ii+"trade, and hea1th,beyond "You cannot use old content with a . subjects further{:()mplicate the ~""'Ch 
entation. ducedinschool,she dah~luencour- exams." new methodology.Tqat is why there is a 

+'- peaks v, ___ '-'" fl +1.. =.u=a.=I picture, particularly in rural and 
"MbYuilr.n°ulerthas the1Ul>w.:urd11ll'bou~u I> aged her children and niece to study it, under-resourced schools,. Sr Complementingthis,Karim ChWiny'~ push to develop new books that reflect 

so I ton tJust wo nJour' convinced ofits potential to open inter- Acan adds. . Head of Courses,!Jliance Franc;aige de both the competency-based curricu-
hooked me to French and the teacher national doors. Kampala, a non profit association in lum and the action-oriented method of 
explained worldwide opportunities like Her niece, who studied French all the Uganda, said that after books like Pierre teaching,"he says. 
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Kibuku SS gets a new lease of life with new classrooms~ 
BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA 

KIBUKU. For years, students at Klbu­
ku Senior Secondary School in the east­
ern district ofKibukuhave beenholding 
classes in overcrowded but incomplete 
classroom structures, due to shortage 
of space. In some cases,some classes are 
conducted under tree shade. 

But that reality is set to change fol­
lowing a major infrastructure support 
worth Shs786mllion,from government, 
which is aimed at transforming the 
learning environment. The construc­
tion, led by the UPDF Engineering Bri­
gade, will run for three months. 

The school headteacher, Mr Fred Ssa­
manya is pleased Kibuku Senior Sec­
ondary School will soon be trans­
formed with the construction of a ma­
jor classroom block. 

"This new classroom block [will] sig­
nificantly ease congestion and improve 

academic conditions for both students 
· and teachers,"Mr Ssamanya explained. : 
• The project, comes at a time when the • 
• school is struggling with a growing stu-
· den:t population that has outstripped 
: available classroom space, 
• . According to Mr Ssamanya, the school 
: enrollment stands at 1,015 student . 
· ·stuck in four classrooms. ' 
, He added that the UPDF e.'1gineering 
• brigade is set to construct 5 classrooms, 
• 3 unit science Labs, 2 VIP pit latrines 
· [fivestancesJ. 

"The school is meant to have at least 
: 20 classrooms but [the new project will] 
: leave a deficit Of13 classrooms to match 
; the growing number of students" Mr 
i Ssamailyaexplained. 
· The school has produced several 

prominent alumni,including State Min­
ister for Bunyoro Affairs Ms. Jennipher 
Namuyangu as well as MPs, Mr Abdu 

~ new classroom block being constructed at Kil?uku S§.Iast ~~eJ<-. PIjQTQ/ . .. Byakatonda and Mr,Saleh Kamba . 
MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA . "This project is a big relieffor us,"Mr 

Robert Keno, the chairperson PTA not­
ed. 

"We have been facing serious chal­
lenges with overcrowding, and this new 
block will create a more conducive en­
vironment for both teachers and stu­
dents." 

The chairperson Board ofGovemors, 
Mr Faustino Waluya, expressed opti­
mism that improved learning spaces 
would enhance academic performance 
in the schooL 

"The situation before was compromis­
ing the academic performance ... it is a 
timely intervention that aligns with 
broader national goals of improving ac­
cess to quality education,~ Mr Waluya 
explained. 

The school has 32 teachers, of whom 
22 are on government payroll, while the 
rest are catered for by the Parents and 
Teachers' Association. In addition, some 
of the schooPs 22-he.ctares are. undet at7 
tack frOm area neighbours. 
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