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IUEA, GERMANS PARTNER 
ON BIOGAS EXPANSION 
'-Y-~!!~~!!.~!~.~ .................................. . 
]n an ef!Prt to break the chain of 
cooking with wood or charcoal, three 
points of action are set to inform 
exPert discussions at the 2026 Biogas 
Conference to be hosted at the 
International University of East Africa 
(IUEA). This is aimed at breaking the 
tradition of 'cooking with wood and 
charcoal. ' 

knowledge and innovations that 
can directly improve livelihoods and 
support sustainable development." 

. ~. 

The conference, scheduled between 
June r-3, 2026, is being convened by 
the IUEA and the Landlmis Giessen 
District of Germany under the theme: 

The cooking of meal,\ especially 
in rural areas and amdng ·the poorer 
sections of the urban population, is 
still done on open fires with wood and 
charcoal. This has led to a reduction 
in forest cover, resulting in increasing 
soil erosion and desertification and a 
decline in agriculrural yields .' Smoke 
gases also have health consequences, 
especially for women and children. 
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Biogas for All. 
The IUEA vice-chancellor, Prof. 

Emeka Akaezuwa, told journalists 
that the conference will be graced 
by representatives of municipalities 
in Uganda, companies in the biogas 
sector from Germany and Uganda, 
universities and research instirutions 
from both countries, investors, 
political and technical administrators, 
and biogas interest groups. That it 
is expected to advance' clean· energy 
solutions, climate resilience; and 
sustainable waste management in 
Uganda. 

Akaezuwa said the conference 
will underscore the university's 
commitment to applied research and 
innovation that responds to Africa's 
development challenges. 

The Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
. Energy and Minerals Statistics Report 
(2024/2025) showed that about 90% 
of total final energy consumption in 
Uganda is derived from bioenergy, 
mainly firewood and charcoal, while 
elt~ctricity acco~nts for about 2% of 
total energy use nationwide. It added' 
that electricity is largely limited to 
lighting and small appliances. 

The cooking of meals, especially in rural 
areas and among the poorer sections of 
the urban population, is still done on open 

Akaezuwa said. 

INNOVATION 
With funding from the federal 
ministry for economic· co-operation 
and development of Germany, IUEA 
and Landkreis Giessen District are 
building a biowaste fermentation plant 
in Mubende. The plant will supply a 
secondary school of 2,800 srudents with 
biogas for preparing hot meals. 

fires with wood and charcoal. 
consumption, driven mainly by 
cooking needs. 

suitable for biogas production. 
Akaezuwa said this gap between energy 

potential and acrual uptake highlights the 
need for stronger collaboration among 
universities, policyrnakers, and the private 
sector. 

"Biogas presents a practical and 
locally relevant solution to energy 
poverty, environmental degradation 
and waste management," Akaezuwa 
said. 

Although electricity generation 
capacity has -continued to grow, 
with thousands of new connections 
added annually, household energy 
use patterns have changed only 
marginally. The residential sector 
remains the largest consumer of 
energy in the country, accounting for 
more than 60% of total final energy 

Biogas adoption remains modest 
despite favourable conditions 
for its elq?ansion. It is estimated 
that fewer than 30,000 functional 
household and instirutional biogas 
digesters are currently in use 
across the country, representing 
less than ~/o of households, even 
though Uganda has abundant 
organic waste from agriculture, 
livestock, and urban centres 

"Instirutions of higher learning must 
serve as centres for innovation, policy 
engagement and skills development. By 
bringing researchers, policymakers and 
practitioners together, this conference 
seeks to rum biogas from a promising 
concept into a widely adopted solution," 

Akaezuwa said the biogas not used 
for cooking will be converted into 
electricity and heat to supply the school 
and adjacent facilities with electricity 
and hot water. For this reason, separate 
collection of organic waste and plastic 
bottles has been introduced in Mubende 
since 2024. 

Since the deadly Kiteezi landfill collapse 
in Wakiso district, the Government 
is considering a similar model for 
nationwide biowaste recycling. 

"As a university, our role goes 
beyond teaching to generating 

By l1tson:1(iva 
.~".'~.~.}.;.;z'':'' ...... ,...:-." ........... :Y'"'"''' ' '''''' ' ' 

The Uganda Registration 
Services Bureau (URSB) has 
realised sh3IIb in non-tax 
reqenue, making it one of the 
~rofit-making state entities. 

URSB realises sh311b in non-tax revenue 
URSB registrar general Mercy 

Kainobwisho said the non-tax 
revenue has been contributed 
to the consolidated fund over a 
period of five years. 
. Kainobwisho, speaking on 
URSB's five-year performance 
report in Kampala on Friday, 
indi~(lted that digitisation of 

. the entity's services was the 
ruming point. 

"By the time I took over office 
in 2020, URSB was a paper­
heavy agency battling long 
queues, manual files, and a 
pandemic that shut its doors. 
Five years on, URSB has 
become one of the country's 
most digitised public bodies, 
collecting sh3IIb in non-tax 
revenue," Kainobwisho said. 

The non-tax revenue, she 
said, rose by 55.2% to sh3IIb 
from shr93.4b in the previous 
five years. 

The lmreau's performance 
report indicated that over 
t)1e five-year period between 

2020/202r and 2024/2025, 
uptake of registration services 
increased at an average annual 
rate of 21.46%. The growth, 
according to the ' report, 
exceeded earlier projections 
and revealed sustained demand 
for registration services over 
the period, despite intermittent 
economic disruptions. 

It added that the rollout of the 
Online Business Registration 
System cut registration time 
from between one and three 
business days to between 
two and three hours. The 
Security Interest in Movable 
Property Registry, according 
to Kainobwisho, recorded the 
sharpest growth. 

"Seclirity interest notices rose 
from 4405 to 42,547, enabling 
small firms to use cars, stock 
and equipment as collateral," 
she said. 

"To meet demand, URSB's 
workforce grew by 44%, 
from 296 to 426 staff. New 
speCialist units were created 
in intellecrual property, lCT 
and enforcement, and gender 

The total non-tax 
revenue collected 
by the URSB over a 
five-year period. 
balance was niaintained 
throughout," the bureau 
indicated. 

Kainobwisho added: "Our 
service points expanded to 55, 
one head office, six regional 
offices, one Kampala branch 
and 47 service centres, 
reducing geographic 
barriers for businesses 
in every comer of the 
country. We have 
had government 
confidence follow. 
URSB's approved 
budget grew , 
by 152%, from 

sh25.74b to sh64.8rb." 
According to the report, the 

registration of marriages rose 
by 2r6%, from 2,136 to 6,79. 
Special licences, aCcording to the 
report, increased ne.lJly fourfold 
by 319.96%, from 531 to 2,230. 
Civil marriages grew by over 
50% to 10,672. In total, marriage 

certifications, 

civil, church, customary and 
single starus letters, increased . 
by 48% to r8,239. Searches 
on the marriage register, 
according to URSB, increased 
by 45-74% to 5,917· 

"These trends indicate 
expanded reach of civil 
registration services, increased 
public engagement, and 
growing reliance on URSB­
administered registers 
for 1egal recognition and 
documentation," Kainobwisho 
said. 

Under the Government's 
rationalisation programme, the 
marriage registration function 

was transferred to the 
National Identification 
Registration AuthOrity 
on October r, 2024. 

Kainobwisho 
said they secured 
ISO 9001:2015 
certification, 
validating 
standardised 
workflows and 

. accountability. 
In the report, 

URSB highlighted that 
beneficial ownership reforms 
helped drive Uganda ' off the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FA IF) grey list, boosting 
investor confidence and 
safeguarding correspondent 
banking relationships. FA IF 
is an intergovernmental 
organisation that sets global 
standards to combat money 
laundering, terrorist financing, 
and proliferation financing. 

The report highlighted that 
over shr8.5b was recovered 
in counterfeit goods seized 
in intellectual property (IP) 
infringement operations with 
the Police, Uganda Revenue 
Authority and Interpol. 
According to URSB, an 85% 
conviction rate was achieved in 
prosecuting cases related to !P 
violations. 

Kainobwisho said in their 
Strategic Plan Four, URSB's 
focus shifts from reform 
initiation tb consolidation, 
scale, and sustained national 
impact, deepening digital 
transformation, expanding 
!p. commercialisation, and 
positioning Uganda as tJ: ~ 
premier investment destination 
in Africa. 


