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ASSESSORS IN GGABA 
MURDER CASE TELL JUDGE 
TO CONVICT OKELLO 
By . F'arooq Xasule 
and Barbra Kabahumuza 

. .,. 
centre, the assessors said the . ' 
prosecution not only placed' 
him at the crime scene, but also 

Okello (wearing face mask), 
arriving for trial at Ggaba 

Community Church In Kampala 
yesterday. (Scan picture using the 
Vision Digital Experience to watch 

. ~'. 

Th~ assessors in the Ggaba demonstrated his participation 
toddlers' murder case in the coIiunission of the 
yesterday. advised Justice Alice offences. video) r......;;....Ji ...... __ --:...;....:~ ____ ...&.i--=""""'-= ...... _..;;..._"" 
KomuhanlJi Khaukha, who After the assessors rendered 
is preSiding over the case, to their op1Illon, Justice 
convict Christopher Onyum Komuhangi aI11).ounced that 
Okello on all four counts of she will deliver the final verdict 
murder brought against him. on Thursday (April 30). 

Okello is accused of stabbing Before the assessors gave 
to death Ryan Odeke (1.5 their opinion, there was a 
years), Keisha Agenorwoth legal showdown between the 
Otim (2 years), Gideon Eteku prosecution and the defence 
(2.5 years) and Ignatius lawye.rs as defence lawyers 
Sseruyange (2.5 years) at asked court to acquit Okello, 
Ggaba Early Childhood claiming that he was sick at 
Development Centre on April the time of cOmmitting the 
2. offences. 

In a joint layman's opinion, Presenting the final 
the three assessors, including submissions on behalf of 
Musa Musana, Racheal the prosecution, chief state 
Ainomugisha . and Maria· Attorney Jonathan Muwaganya 
Theopista Kyolijja, said the asked the court to convict 
prosecution proved beyond Okello, saying the defence 
reasonable doubt all the failed to prove the defence of 
ingredients of each count of insanity. 
murder that were brought "My lord, we invite you 
against Okello. . .. to find that the prosecution 
. Citing the medical reports of has not just proved all four 
Dr Rogers Agenda and that of ingredients of the offences 
Dr Emmanuel Nuwamanya, of murder, but the accused's 
the assessors said Okello was defence of insanity is 
mentally stable at the time of unavailable because he has not 
committing the offences. discharged the legal burden on 

Based on the closed-circuit him and find him guilty on all 
television (CCTV) evidence, four counts of murder. We so 
the call data records and the pray," Muwaganya submitted. 
evidence of Phoebe Namutebi, On the supposed effect 
a caretaker at the daycare of sickle cell on Okello, 

PROSEcunON ON MADNESS 
Citing the Supreme Court decision in the case of 
Nsabimana versus Uganda, chief state attorney 
Jonathan Muwaganya said the defence failed to prove 
that Okello was suffering from a disease of the mind 
which deprived him of understanding the nature and 
consequences of his actiorts. 

Rebutting the defence claims that Okello was suffering 
from the disease of the mind at the time of committing 
the offence, Muwaganya said Okello, in his defence, 
merely said he believes that his actions on the fateful 
day could have been influenced by the distress he could 
have had between January and March this year. 

"My lord, it is not enough for the accused to say 'I 
have ever suffered from the disease of the mind,'" 

. Muwaganya said. ' 
Citing a Philippine case, he said for the defence of 

insanity to succeed, insanity must be present at the time 
of the crime's commission, must be established to have 
been the primary cause of the criminal act and must be 
medically proven. 

Muwaganya submitted that it 
cannot be a basis for killing the 
children. 

DEFENCE SUBMISSIONS 
In their suSmissions, defence 
lawyers Richard Kumbuga and 
Sarah Awero invited the court 
to acquit Okello, saying he was 

suffering from schizophrenia, a 
mental disorder. 

Citing the Penal Code Act, 
Kumbuga submitted that 
a person is not criminally 
responsible for any act or 
omission if, at the time of 
doing it, he or she is, through 
any disease affecting his 

or her mind, inCapable of 
understanding his or her 
actions. 

"Therefore, my lord, the 
conduct of the accused and 
the mind must work together 
for him to be criminally 
responsible for his acts. My 
lord, it is on record that 
between 2016 and 2025, the 
accused 'was suffering from 
mental illness," Kumbuga said. 

Citing the evidence of Dr 
Nuwamanya, who said Okello 
had informed him that he not 
only had a history of mental 
illness and had lived on the 
street for some time, Kumbuga 
invited the court to find that 
Okello was suffering from 
mental illness at the time of 
committing the offence. 

Drawing from.the evidence of 
the doctors that mental illness 
episodes can occur at any time 
in the victim's life, Kumbuga 
submitted that finding Okello 
guilty was tantamount to 
finding an innocent person 
guilty. 

"My lord, upon the arrest 
of the accused person on 
April 2, he was taken to a 
police surgeon on April 7, 

and Prosecution Witness 6 
alluded to the fact that he 
was breathing heavily. He 
was found in possession of 
painkillers, which the doctors 
said can also cause mental 
illness. We invite.you to acquit 
the aCcused," he said. 

Regarding Okello's 
participation, Kumbuga 
submitted that the CCTV 
evidence was insufficient 
because it was opaque, 
making it difficult to recognise 
the person in the video. He 
also said no visitor's book 
could ascertain that Okello 
visited the daycare centre on 
April 2. 

Kumbuga also said there is 
no medical report on the court 
record concerning the mental 
state of the accused, claiming 
that convicting him of the 
offences will be tantamount to 
convicting an innocent person. 

"My lord, in concluding 
remarks, poor investigations 
are not merely administrative 
errors but systematic 
breakdowns that cause 
profound harm to the victims 
and erode public trust in law 
enforcement," he submitted. 

Pupil disappears from st Savio Junior School, Police launch investigations 
By Stuart Yiq,a 
... . . ..... - .... ".~ . . -,. ..... . .... p . . . . . . ..... . .. . ...... . .... . . .. .. ..... . 

The Po1ice ' Kisubi, Wakiso district, 
have 1aunched a search for Victor 
Kafurigf, a Primary Six pupil, who 
disappeared from St Savio Junior 
SchooL 

The Kampala Metropolitan 
deputy police spokesperson, Luke 
Owoyesigyire, told New Vision that 
the II-year-old disappeared on 
Thursday. 

"We appeal to anyone with 
information regarding his 
whereabouts to report to the 
nearest police station or contact 
+2567059733II and +256775318345 
immediately," Owoyesigyire said. 

Investigations indicate that Katungi 
was last seen at around 9:00pm. The 

case was registered at Kisubi Police 
on Friday morning. Both Katungi's 
father and the class teacher have 
already made statements to the Police 
over the matter. 

Patrick Katungi, Victor Katungi's 
father, who is an official at theMinistry 
of Internal Affairs, revealed that he 
received information regarding the 
disappearance of his son on Thursday 
midnight through the class teacher. 
;'How can my son disappear at 

9:00pm, and the school informs me 
about the matter three hours later?" 
Katungi lamented. 

Preliminary investigations indicate 
that before the disappearance, the boy 
had engaged in a verbal disagreement 
over the term one mathematics 
examination results. 

Missing: Victor Katungl 

It is alleged that while in class, 
the pupil allegedly protested the 
mathematics r€Sults which . his class 
teacher, one Mangeni, had awarded . 

him, claiming that they were below 
what he scored. 

The teacher allegedly tasked him 
with presenting any evidence and he 
said the examination result paper was 
inside the dormitory. 

"When the pupil stepped out to 
collect his purported true results from 
the dormitory, he never resurtaced 
again," one of the eyewitnesses said. 

Even in his statement at Kisubi 
Police, Mangeni confirmed that the 
child had protested his mathematics 
results. 

The victim's father (patrick Katungi) 
told New Vision that his wife, Diana 
Nakato, once told him that their son 
had once complained about the class 
teacher for being tough. 
, ~Since the claim was not solid 

enough, as a parent, I took it Simply, 
though I cannot be sure this could 
have led to his disappearance," 
Katungi said. 

He said the school presented 
two different CCTV footage, one 
indicating an engagement between 
the teacher and the pupil inside the 
class and another that was not clear 
enough to indicate someone climbing 
a perimeter wall at around 9:30pm. 

Efforts to get a comment from 
the school's headteacher, James 
Mukwana, remained futile since he 
did not answer calls to his known 
phone number. The 2025 annual 
police crime report indicates that 
a total of 2,092 cases of child 
disappearance were reported to the .. .. 
Police. 


