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The NTV story brought 
rest to Mr Ochenge and 
his family after more 
than a year of looki ng for 
their lost son, Jordan 
Om use. 

BY BETTYMUDONDO 
&SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

F
or more than a year, Jordan 
Omuse's disappearance lingered 

. as an open wound for his family, 
marked by uncertainty, quiet des­

peration, and a search that seemed to 

. ~' . National N,ews 

NTV story solves 
IDissing child case 

walked toward them, embraced them, 
and asked about his mother. 

For Ocheng, the moment was over­
whelming, as the reality of finding his 
son alive after months of uncertainty 
was almost difficult to comprehend. 

Matia Kakooza, a senior social work­
er at Sanyu Babies Home, said Omuse 
was found in Nabweru, Wakiso District, 
shortly after his disappearance. 

"A good Samaritan had spotted him 
alone and reported the matter to police, 
who later alerted the home,"he said 

He added that the boy was described 
JordanOmuse's disappearance as traumatised and disoriented at the 
was reported at Kawempe Po- . time. Efforts were made to trace his 
lice Station on March 17, 2025, family based on the limited irlforma-
under SO REF: 89/17/03/20,25. tionl).eprovided,includingmentions of' 

- - lead-nowhere. 1:h,en,-ffi . .aD.-UIlexpejd,--.;.....:J 
ed twist, a routine television broadcast , 
on NTV Uganda last Friday (April 24) : 
changed everything. . : 

, However, like many missing ~r- "Ntinda", but these attempts were un-
~--;--;,;--'--~~""" -+----saAs-eases,pregresswas-sla.w.- --+--<,uccessful -------

; . Ocheng said efforts to follow "With no identification or immediate 
~'tj:si~~ up across different police sta- way oflocating his relatives, the home 

tions were constrained by li- took him in and temporarily named 

I 

What followed was not just the resolu- : 
tion of a missing child case, but a pow- : 
erful illustration of how chance,persis- : 
tence, and the reach of media carl con- : 
vergeto reunite a family long separated. : 

Mr Martin Ocheng, Omuse's fa- : 
ther·.said Omuse's mother, Gorreti Ka- : 
tusiime, had travelled from Tororo : 
District to Kawempe in Kampala with : 
three of their children: Omuse, Mary : 
Racheal Alowo, and William Ajore, to : 
visit him in Kampala where he wow. : 
Their first-born child had remained in ' 
Tororo. 

"The visit, intended to be brief: took a : 
tragic turn when Omuse disappeared : . 
just a ~eek after their arrival,"he said. :-

Omuse disappeared on March 16, : 
2025, at around 11am, during a peri- : 
od of heightened tension in Kawem- : 
pe North following a highly contested : 
by-election. 

Mr Ocheng says the young boy be- : 
came frightened after encountering se- : 

mited resources, while the cost -him Paul Baraka to facilitate his care" 
of making public announce- he said. 
ments further complicated their He added that for nearly a month, he 
search. barely spoke and appeared deeply dis­

: come to terms with the loss, unable to 
• return to the village without her son. 

.. : The brea1ct:hrough came unexpected­
, : ly. Last Friday, while watching NTV Ak­

: awungezi news segment on new regu-
: lations governing early childhood de­
: velopment centres, a relative noticed 
: a child in the background who bore a 
: striking resemblance to Omuse. 
• Although the appearance was brief, 
: it was enough to trigger suspicion and 
• -immediate action. The relative alerted • 
: the family, prompting swift follow-up_ . 
: Omuse's cousin, David Owuta, helped 
• trace the footage and accompanied his 
: uncletotheN1VUgandaofficestoseek 
• assistance in retrieving clearer images. 

tressed,butovertime,he began to open 
up,mentioning names of family memo. 
bers and gradually adjusting to,his new 
environment. -

"He also learned Luganda, which 
helped him interact with other chilo 
dren. Attempts to place him in foster 
care did ~ot succeed, as he consistently 
insisted that he had a family and want­
ed to return home,"he said. 

Mr Kaliisa added that Omuse's repeat­
ed desire to reunite with his parents re­
mained a constant throughout his stay 
at the home. 

"The reunification process followed 
procedures outlined in the Children's 
Act, including identity verification and 
coordination with relevanHluthorities 
to ensure the child's safety,"he said. 

Curity personnel and ran off in panic, l 
disappearing into the confusion of the : 
moment. It was only later that ~ neigh- : 
bour reported seeing him run, but the : 
chance to quickly trace him had already . 
passed. • 

He adds that returning home With- : 
out her son was not an option for Ka- : 
tusiime. She chose to remain in Kam- : 
pala,clinging to the hope that he would : 
be found, a decision that Ocheng says : 
placed a Significarlt burden on the fum- : 
ily due to his unstable income.". : 

Jordan Omuse with his father Martin Ochieng (rjght) and cousin, David Owuta 
(left) after their reunion at Sanyu Babies Home. 'PHOTO/BETTY MUDONDO 

: Further inquiries revealed that the 
: footage had originated from an earli­
: er feature aired on Spark Tv, in which 
: Sanyu Babies Home appealed to the 
: public to help identify children under 
: its care. Among them was a boy identi­
: fied as Paul Barata, whose resemblance 
• to Omuse was unmistakable. For the 
: family, it marked the first credlble lead 

Only after these steps were complet­
ed was the family allowed to take him 
home, guided by the principl~at the 
best interests of the child must remain 
the primary considernaon.Mr Kakooza 
also appealed to families of several oth­
er children at the facility to come for.­
ward and reclaim them. For Omuse's 
family, the reunion maLks the end of a 
long and painful chapter. 

"We had planned a short visit, but : 
smce then, my wife had refused to go : 
back to Tororo without our son. As days 1 

turned into weeks, and later months, 
the trail went cold, leaving the family 
with no confinned sightings or credIble 
leads,"he says. 

Desperation eventually drove Ocheng 
to seek help beyond formal systems. 
He visited prophets recommended by 
friends and even traditional healers 

for answers, but none yielded results. : in more than a year. 
He says for more than a year, the fami- : Contact was quickly established with 
ly has lived in a painful state ofuncer- • Sanyu Babies Home, and arrangements 
tainty, where each rumour of a possible : were made for the family to visit and 
sighting raised hope, only to end in dis- : verify the child's identity. The encoun­
appointment. : ter that followed was deeply emotion-

For Katusiime, the emotional toll was : al. Upon seeing his father and cousin, 
particularly severe. She struggled to : the boy immediately rec~ them, 

The family is both overwhelmed 
yet relieved to return home togeth­
er. Ocheng is thankful to Sanyu Babies 
Home for taking care ofhis son so well. 
He also thanked Spark Tv, and NTV 
Uganda, for their role in reuniting his 
family,saying it is unbelievable. 
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BY JULIET KIGONGO 
& ANTHONY WESAKA 

KAMPALA. Three court assessors 
have recommended that the High 
Court convict Christopher Okello 
Onyum, the prime suspect in the grue­
some killing of four toddlers at Gga­
ba Early Childhood Development Pro­
gramme, saying the prosecution had 
sufficiently proved its case qeyond rea­
sonable doubt by squarely placing Okel-
10 at the scene of the crime. 
In their joint layman's opinion deliv­

ered on Monday night, the assessors 
urged presiding Judge Alice Komu­
hangi Khaukha to find Okello guilty 
on all four counts of murder, setting 
the stage for a pivotal ruling tomorrow 
(Thursday) in one of the country's most 
shocking recent criminal trials. 

Below is the jgint assessors' opinion as 
read out to the court by Mr John Musa­
na: 

"Below are the ingredients to prove 
death. That death was unlawful, malice 
aforethougP.t,and participation, - . 

On ~~~~e~~JVip,. ~~S 

'This is why Okello should be convicted' 
from the evidence of Prosecution Wit­
ness (PW)1~ Dr Katongole Abdu, who 
examined the four juveniles, prepared 
post-mortem reports, which were ten­
dered in this honourable court. . . 

To this hOllorable court, he exam­
ined the bodies of Gideon Eteku, whose 
cause of death.was a deep cut injury 
on the neck; Keisha Agenorwoth Otim, 
whose cause of death was a hyperbol­
ic shock following a deep cUt wound on 
the neck; Ignatius Sseruyange, whose 
cause of death was a deep cut injury on 
the neck; and Ryan Odeke, who died of • 
hyperbolic shock following a deep cut . 
injury on the right side of the neck. 

His evidence was collaborated with 
that OfPW2,PW3,PW4, PW5,PW6,PW7, 
PWll, and PW14. We are, therefore, • 
convinced that the prosecution has 
laid overwhelming evidence which is 
beyond reasonable doubt on the first 
three ingredients of murder. 

.A! Rr~tR·WU"tifii1l!goIhHl~~ 

H isgu tty. 
The accused person 
brought two witnesses 
to defend him, but ac­
cording to us, their evt-
dence was not concrete 

enough to water down the prose­
cution's evidence. 
- Mr John Musana, assessor 

ent four, we relied on the evidence of 
PW6,PW7,PWll,andPW15,AIPOdon­
go Emmanuel, who authored the CCIV 
analysis report, which was subsequent­
ly tendered in this honourable court 
and markedPEX9A. 

He concentrated on the images of 
the accused person (Okello) captured 
on April 2, 2026, in the CCTV analy­
sis report_ The images are on pages 50 
and 51; the flash disk of ccrv footage 
marked as PEX9B contains a video.of 
th~ accused person captured on th~.day 

. the· cinent..inJ:he ,,,,In-ric> lot fW<{fYr 1fil> Z',." ~ I?'1T~y. 

• 

at Renewal Sacco. 
This prompted us to believe that this 

act was premeditated. 
The evidence OfPW17 also implicates 

the accused person, most especially in 
the forensic report, which was tendered 
in this honourable court and marked as 
PEX16. 

On pages 19 to 28 of the report, in par­
agraph 18, putting the accused person 
at the scene of the crime by virtue of the 
DNA examinations made on his sun­
glasses,shirt;black trousers,knife, vis-a­
vis the DNA examinations done on the 
bodies and clothes of the four deceased 
juveniles. 

With the above, we are convinced that 
the prosecution has proved the ingredi. 
ent beyond reasonable doubt. . 

My lord, the accused person says he 
did not intentionally cause the death 
of the four children, and that he was co­
en:ed into accepting the charges. . 
:o~J.1~'~~qWon-

ourable court not to honour the pros­
ecution's prayer to convict him on the 
four counts of murder because he con­
tends that there are circumstances that 
forced him to act the way he acted on 
April 2, 2026. He didn't present any evi­
dence to support his claim. 

The evidence ofPW 11,Dr Nuwaman­
ya, who examined the accused person 
on Police Form 24, which was tendered 
in this court as PEX 7, he was absolute­
ly cleared that based on his psychiat­
ric interview and personal mental state 
examination, he established that Mr 
Onyum Christopher Okello had no es­
tablished mental disorder: 

This collaborates with evidence of Dr 
Rogers Agenda in his sanity assessment 
report, which was tendered in court as 
PEX 8A. We are, therefore, convinced 
that the accused person is mentally sta­
ble as opposed to the evidence in his de­
fence. In conclusion, we are convinced 
that the prosecution has-proved all the _ 
ingredients in the four counts beyond 
reasonable doubt. We advise this court 
to convict the accused person in the 

; four counts as chargedB 
- t< .... Ii ~ .. •• .t 

I 


