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Letters 
LETTERS 
When ftu)ding faltel"S,lives are atd~k: 
Stand with refugees in Uganda 

Uganda stands as one of the world's most Powerful ~am­
pIes of compassion, hosting nearly two million refugees, the . 
largest population in Africa. Its progressive model allows 
refugees to live alongside host communities, wolt, and re­
build their lives with dignity. Today; that model is at risk. 
A deepening funding crisis is colliding with rising needs. 

Every day;families continue to arrive seeking safety; yet the 
resources to support them are shrinking at an alarming 
pace. The consequences are no longer theoretical they are 
real and unfolding now: food rations are being cut, health 
systems are overwhelmed, malnutrition is rising, and chil­
dren are leaving school as survival takes precedence' over 
education. 
This is not a crisis affecting refugees alone. Uganda's in­

clusive approach means that refugees and host commu­
nities rely o~.the same sehools,clinics, and water systems. 
As funding declines, these shared services deteriorate for 
everyone, placing immense strain on already vulnerable 
communities and increasing the risk of social tension. 
For refugees, the stakes are even higher. Families are be-. 

ing pushed into impossible choices of early marriage, child 
labour, and unsafe work. Women and girls face escalating 
risks of exploitation and abuse, while weakened protection 
systems leave many without safeguards. What begins as a 
funding gap rapidly escalates into a full-blown protection 
crisis. The implications extend beyond Uganda The Uganda 
refugee'model has long been a global benchmark for dig­
nity;inclusion,and stability. Without sustained investment, 
it risks becoming unsustainable potentially leading to re­
duced freedoms for refugees and heightened regional in-
stability. . 
Now is not the moment for donors and partners to pull 

back. Humanitarian funding'is not charity; it is a strategic 
'investment in stability; security; and our shared humanity. 

. Reductions today will only fuel deeper,more costly crises 
tomorrow Organisations continue to deliver critical servic­
es in some of the most cballenging environments. But com­
mitment alone cannot fill funding gaps. 
Uganda has kept itS doors open. The world must now 

match thatcoriunitment. .. 
Because when funding falters, it is not systems that col­

lapse,it is lives. .. 

Fikru Abebe, CEO, 
African Initiatives for Relief and Development 

Allocating biDionsto MPs wllile 
hos.pitals sb·uggle deepens inequality 

As Uganda grapples with persistent challenges in its pub­
lic health system, a proposal by Parliament to allocate Shs 
5 billion for a specialised medical insuiance scheme target­
ing Members ofFarliament above 65 years has triggered 
sharp public debate. 

Atit:S core, the issue is not merely about whether the gov­
ernment can afford such a scheme, but whether it should, 
given competing national priorities. 

Uganda's healthcare system remains under strain. Pub­
lic hosIJitais frequently report drug stock-outs, understaff­
ing, and inadequate infrastructure. For many citizens, ac­
cess to quality healthcare is still a privilege rather than a 
guarantee. 

Against this backdrop, the optics of dedicating billions to a 
small group of political elites are difficult to ignore. 
Proponents argue the scheme is practical and necessary. 
Older MPs are more vulnerable to complex health condi­
tions requiring specialised care. Ensuring their ~ell-being, 
they contend, supports a functional legislature. 
However,leadership is as much about symbolism as it is 
about policy. , 

This is not the first time parliamentary expenditure has 
come under scrutiny. Recurring allocations' for vehicles,al­
lowances, and now enhanced medical coverage contribute 
to a growing narrative of disproportionate personal benefit. 

The more pressing question is whether such access 
should be prioritised ahead of systemic improvements that 
would benefit the broader population. 

Ultimately; governance is about choices. Those choices 
send powerful signals about whose interests come first. 
If Parliament is to maintain public confidence,it must en­
sure that its decisions reflect not just institutional needs, 
but the lived experiences of the millions of people it repre­
sents. 

Japheth Godwin Walakira, 
aphethnexus@gmail.com 
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. the {~;'im reality of sexUalvioi~nce; .. , 
A-call· to action beyond stati~ti~s ' 
The release of the 2025 Annu­

al Crime Rep9rt by the Uganda 
Police Force offers a sobering re­
flection of the state of our soci­
ety. While the report indicates a 
slight·~ownward trend in over­
all sex-related crimes, dropping 
from 14,425 cases in 2024 to 
12,606 in 2025; the devil, as they 
say,isin the details. 

Beneath these figures lies a 
harrowing narrative of-vulnera­
bility; systemic failure, and a cul­
ture that continues to prey on 
its most innocent members: our 
women and girls. 

The data is nothing short of an 
indictment. OUt of 12,700 vic­
tims of sex-related crimes last 
year, a staggering 10,654 were 
female juveniles. Perhaps most 
disturbing 'is the breakdown of 
defilement cases. We are not just 
dealing with "sqanger danger"; 
we are facing a crisis within our 
institutions of trust. When 94 
pupils are defiled by their teach­
ers, 65 by guardians, and 40 by 
their own parents, the "sanctu-

. ary" of the home and school i( 
-revealed to be a facad~for rnany ~ 
. ugandan children. . 1: 

The physical and psychologH · 
caltoUonthe7,750·victimsaged 
15-17 is imfneasurable. T-hese' 
are not just numbers; they rep­
resent lives spattered by mv 

- contraction, unwanted preg-, ' 
nancies, and the :qeavy shroud 
of clinical depression. 

However, the police report al­
so highlights a secondary cri­
sis: the bottleneck of justice. 
Of the 12,606 cases registered, 
only $,!S44 reached the coUrts, 
and a mere 790 secured convic­
tions.When 4,610 cases remain 
pending and thousands more 
stay under inquiry, the mes­
sage sent to p erpetrators is one 
of near-impunity. Inrape cases 
specifically, the conviction rate­
is even more dismal, only 22 

convictidns ffoIJl 1,675 report­
ed cases. This judicial sluggish­
ness emboldens offenders and 
silences survivors. 

We must also a~owledge the 
"dark figure" of crime. The Po­
licethernselves admit that these 
numbers are likelytbe tip of the 
iceberg. Stigma, vfctim-blam­
ing, and the intimidation of sur­
vivors mean that thousands of 
crimes never make it into a po­
lice ledger. 

As we observe sexual assault 
awareness monUl (SAAM) this 
April, if is not enough to sim­
ply read these reports with pass­
ing sympathy. The theme of pre­
vention must move from policy 
papers to our dinner tables, our 
pulpits, and our classrooms. 

We must: gotiable. 
Strengthen the Judiciary: Pri- The.2025 report shows we are 

oritise the disposal of sex-rei at- making marginal progress in 
ed cases to ensure that "justice numbers, but the "shockingvul­
delayed" does not continue to nerability" of our girls suggests 
be "justice denied." we are losing the moral war.It is 

Empower bystanders: Shift time to stop treating sexual vio­
the culture from one oflooking lence as a "women's issue" and 
away to one of active interven- . start treating it as the national 
tion. security emergency it truly is. 

Utilise every platform: Sexual · Be the change. Use your voice 
assault happens anywhere, in this month to ensure that the 
schools,homes, sacred places, at 2026 report tells a story of jus­
workplaces,publictransport, on tice found, not just crimes re-
streets and online. corded. 

Therefore, whether itis a ser-
mon in a mosCJl!e, a post on X, 
Facebook, TikTok, or a commu­
nitymeeting, the message must 
be clear: sexual vjolence is pre­
ventable, and consent is non-ne-

Leonard KamugishaAkida, 
kamugishaJeonardakida@ 
gmail.com 

What do'you think ofNTV PrograIlllning @20years? . 

Lillian Acabo, 
Social worker 
They should continue giving 
us the in-depth researched 
accurate news, don't get 
tempted to copy and paste 
news like other media hous­
es despite the challenges. 

Blessing Nuwe, 
Accountant 
I have no issues withNTY.It 
is the television I watch be­
cause of the quality ofre­
porters it employs. Other tel­

. evision station should con­
sider hiring professional 
staff. 

Sr Dr Grace Nannyondo, 
Medic 
I do not watch locai news be­
cause most of it is depress­
ing,some ofus have weak 
hearts. 

Dorah Namirembe, 
Housewife 
NTV used to be mytelevi­
sion when it hadjust started 
I loved the in-depth soaps. 


