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Embrace the early childhood education reforms · 
THE new Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) EDITORIAL practices. 
policy is a step toward building a stronger educational However, implementation will deteimine the 
foundation for our children. By clearly separating daycare policy's success. With less than 20% of Uganda's over 
(ages 0-3) from preschool (ages 3-6), the framework Editorial Tel: 0414337000/337139/337125; 20,000 early childhood centres registered and 58% 
addresses decades of confusion where nursery schools Fax: 0414 235843; P. 0_ BOX 9815 Kampala. failing to meet basic standards, authorities should 
have been operating dual structures without proper Email: news@newvision.co.ug; rigorously enforce the new licensing requirements 
regulation. Daycare centres will now focus exclusively on Marketing/Advertising Tel: 0414337000 without exception. Past initiatives have faltered due 
social development and life skills iIl"corporate settings, Fax: 0414 232050 to lax enforcement, leaving policies gathering dust 
while preschools will provide structured early education, Email: advertising@newvision.co.ug while substandard facilities continue operating. The 
which will end the tendency of drilling academic material Member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation (ABC); education ministry could allocate sufficient resources 
to toddlers who previously wore uniforms in holding Company listed on the Uganda Securities for monitoring, provide meaningful support during the 
facilities. _ .. ~ ~:~~i!vision:co.ug transitional period and follow through on closing non-

This reform responds to various challenges: With compli~t centres. 
1.8 rpillion eligible children (nearly half the target These reforms come at a time when Uganda is striving 
population) lacking access to early educagon and over for socioeconomic transformation. Therefore, investing 
600,000 primary school repeaters costing Uganda stage requiring specialised approaches, not merely in early childhood education will deliver great returns, 
sh6.8b' annually, the economic and developmental case preparation for primary school. The competency-based including reduced grade repetition, improved learning 
for qualify early childhood education is now clearer. curriculum, elimination of homework, age-appropriate outcomes and stronger human capital. The policy's 
Teaching standards across the sector will rise because of content and the introduction of cursive writing for brain emphasis on parent engagement and community 
the policy's requirement for professional qualifications, development reflect modernity in educational science. understanding addresses the persistent awareness gap 
mandatory licenSing through the National Teachers' Expanding learning areas, including physical health, that has undermined previous efforts. 
Council and continuous professional development. environmental interaction and English language, will While the over 8,000-school shortfall in under-served 

Most importantly, the framework acknowledges that ensure holistic development aligned with global best areas remains challenging, the policy's proposed 
early childhood education is a critical developmental subsidies for private investors in rural cOllUP-unities 
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Trump shooting: ~et us reject the polarisation 
_ Iharlk God no one died on Saturday 

inside the Washington Hilton 
Hotel, where President Donald 
Trump and most of his cabinet were 
hosting the annual White House 
Corr~pondents' Dinner (WHCD) 
when a 31-year-old teacher from 

California charged the security checkpoint and 
-allegedly fired shots at a Secret Service agent Cole 
Allen ofTorrance, California, whose resume shows 

, a highly educated young man with engineering 
and master's degrees, was quickly subdued by 
Secret agents and taken away to await court 
appearances_ Trump, who was never directly in 
harm's way and was already seated at the dais, was 
whisked away to safely-!' 

When violent incidents of this nature happen 
near the President of the US, as expected, every 
talking head jumped into the limelight on mOrning 
television shows to decry political violence and to 
recall a time when the US was a safe place where 
one could disagree on political issues without 
resorting to violence. 

Across the world, from Tel Aviv to Tokyo, Paris 
to Panama City, world leaders joined in the chorus 
to mentIon the obvious - by its very nature, 
democracy eschews violence of any kind. And they 
'did the right thing to call out to Trump to wish him 
well. 

Like elsewhere around the world, Americans 
. are llving in an era where political beliefs and 

ideologies tend to harden into very strong, 
unyielding positions. In the new landscape, some 
people see those with whom they disagree as 
enemies, people to be vanquished, extinguished 
and neutralised, their voices silenced forever. As 
if at war, we root for the side we support while 
ch¥1ting death to the other side. For a small 
group, being on the right or the left requir~ one 
to be willing to go beyond verbal arguments into 
physical violence against the other side. 

That is to say, the level of political violence in the 
US cannot be explained by the wide ideological 
divide between the left and the right, between 
conservatives and liberals or between the so-called 
'woke culture' and 'anti-woke culture'. If this were 
the case, Similar gun-related violence would be 
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registered elsewhere around the world where the 
same passionate debates-are happening. After all, 
look no further than Europe, where there is a very 
strong affiliation to political ideologies - the Left 
is focused on social policies on healthcare and 
public education, and the Right is strongly anti­
immigrant, anti-union and pro-business. Strong 
emotions accompany debate!not only inside the 
various legislative chambers in Madrid, Rome, 
Berlin or Brussels, but also into the streets where 
angry demonstrations happen daily for one 
thing or another. Yet these strong feelings 
do not tum ugly into political violence. 

The uniquely US problem is that there 
are more registered, legally purchased 
and owned firearms than there are 
citizens, almQSt two guns for every 
child, man and woman. Gun violence 
is a matter of daily expectation across 
America. Victims of gun violence are 
among the most ignored in the US, 
mainly because every single day brings 
another fresh batch of-victim-hood. 
Charlie Kirk's strong right-wing 
views made him a target for 
those who disagreed with 
him. Luigi Mangione 
was cheered in 
some quarters 
when he shot in 
cold blood Brian 
Thompson, the 
chief executive 
officer of 

UnitedHealthcare, an insurance company that 
the gunman believed represented greed and 
was to blame for the thousands of sick people 
being denied treatment We no longer distinguish 
between where a healthy argument stops and 
where the lust for hurting those we disagree with 
begins. . 

In America, from the personal to the 
philosophical, the political' to the physical, the gun 
has become the sole arbiter of differences. If you 
cannot win your arguments by words, the gun is 
always available to sort things out Someone tries 
to beat you to the only parking space at the mall, 
you pull out your .45 pistol and sort them out. In 
2023, road rage shootings - which often include 
fights over parking spots - reached a rate where a 
person was shot every 18 hours, according to Gun 

Violence Archive data. 
Is it any wonder then that within the 
72-hour time frame of the now famous 
shooting incident at the White House 
Correspondents' Dinner, there were 
three separate major gun violence 
incidents with two deaths, 15 injured 

and four arrests. On Thursday, two 
days before the WHCD shooting, an 
argument among teenagers at the 

Mall of Louisiana in Baton Rouge 
escalated into gunfire, leaving one 
dead and as many as five wounded. 

At !0:30am on Saturday, about ten 
hours before the WHCD incident, an 
individual being escorted by police 

to Endeavour Health Swedish 
Hospital in Chicago for 

observation, somehow, 
obtained a firearm 
which he used to kill 
a police officer and 
injure another. Of 
course, that same 
evening, the incident 
at the WHCD left one 
injured and an arrest 
was made. 

Yet even before 
the echoes of the 

gunfire at the WHCD event had subsided, another 
deadly shooting occurred early Sunday morning 
near the University of Indiana in Bloomington, 
Indiana. Police sources sayan argument between 
two young women quickly escalated with multiple 
people pulling out their guns and began shooting, 
leaving one dead and nine injured. 

This is why the shooting at the WHCD should 
not be seen in isolation, as if it is some kind of 
aberration, while ignoring the daily violence that 
attends not only the daily lives of Americans but 
thousands of people across the world. What 
we must be willing to ask is - Can we disagree 
over political issues and still get along, meet for 
discussion and leave with handshakes rather than 
with daggers thrown at our opponents? Can we 
still find meaning in civil discourse without at the 
same time wishing death, suffering and plague -
upon those we disagree with? 

Yes, we can do all that, foremost, when we 
acknowledge that the other side is as passionate as 
our side because they, too, love life and love their 
country as much as we do. 

The far right in Italy should still speak plainly 
against immigration coriling into Italy without the 
left accusing them of beipg ogres who hate people 
from different backgrounds. 

The left should be able to advocate for social 
policies that promote better living for the majority 
without being accused of being woke and anti­
White. 

Secondly, as former US President Barack Obama 
tweeted following the WHCD incident, '~. _ . it's 
incumbent upon all of us to reject the idea that 
violence has any place in our democracy." We 
must reject the polarisation that serves only to 
sharpen the divide, create more anger and perhaps 
morph into political violence, as happened on 
Saturday during the WHCD. 

Opiyo.oloya@gmail.com 
Twitter: @Opiyooloya 
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