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Kikuub~lea ers. want 
byelection rescheduled 
KIKUUBE 

By Peter Abaanabasazi 
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Leaders dn . Kikuube district 
have asked the Electoral 
Commission (EC) to reschedule 
the upcoming by-election date 
so that all registered voters can 
fully participate. 

According t~ EC chairperson 
Justice Simon Byabakama, the 
qy-election to fill the Kikuube 
district LCV chairperson seat, 
which fell vacant following 
the death of district boss Peter 
Banura, is scheduled for June 
10,2026. 

Banura, a son of Maj. Gen. 
(Rtd) Matayo Kyaligonza, 
died on April 4, 2026, 
after he was knocked. by a . 
speeding commuter taxi in 
Butyamba-Kamusunsi village, 
lGziranfumbi town council, 
along the Hoima-Fort Portal 
Road. 

Speaking during a 
stakeholders' engagement 
meeting organised by the EC to 
help participants understand 
their roles and responsibilities 
during the election, district 
leaders said the proposed 
polling date was not favourable. 

Kikuube district vice 

OUT 
Michael Ayeranga, the presidential advisor on Bunyoro 

"affairs, warned voters against selling their democratic 
rights for small bribes. 

He said candidates who buy votes often prioritise 
recovering campaign expenses instead of serving the _ 
public. . 

---" A chicken is sold for sh30,000, but you sell your vote 
for sh2,000_ Someone gives you kombucha, a packet 
of salt or sh2,000 and'you surrender "your vote. T~ 
chicken is worth more than such a person's vote," he 
said. . • 

He revealed that Kikuube district currently has 330 
polling stations and more than 143,000 register-eCi • 
voters. 

chairperson Vicente Opio, who 
has also expressed interest in 
the seat, said June 11 every 
year is the date when subjects 
of Bunyoro-Kitara Kingdom 
celebrate the coronation 
anniversary (Empango) of 
the Omukama of Bunyoro, Dr 
Solomon Gafabusa Iguru I, at 
Karuzika Palace in Hoima city. 

He said the celebrations 
.. usually begin on June 8, and 

are highly significant to the 
people of Bunyoro, including 
residents of Kikuube district 

Opio warned that many voters 
could miss the election because 
they would be attending the 
cultural celebrations. 

He asked the EC to consider 
changing the ·voting date to 
allow all people to take part in 
the election. 

"We do not want people to 
lose these elections and start 
complaining that their ,voters 
did not turn up to vote for them 
because they were attending 
Empango celebrations," he 
said. . 

Kyangwali sub-county LCS 
councillor NestoryTumwesigye 
also raised concern, saying 
June 11 is the day when 
Owobusobozi Bisaka, leader of 
the Faith of Unity Movement, 
celebrates his birthday in 
Kapyemi, Muhoro town 

~ 

council, Kagadi district. 
Tumwesigye said the 

celebrations are equally 
impbrtant, noting that many 
residents of Kikuube are 
followers of the Faith of Unity. 

He added that believers from 
different parts of the country, 
including Kikuube district, 

_travel to join Bisaka for the 
celebrations, which also begin 
on June 8. 

According to Tumwesigye, 
Iiolding the election on June 10 
would deny many people the 
'chance to vote. 

He appealed to the EC 
chairperson to consider the 
matter and revise the election 
date. -

Michael Ayeranga, the 
presidential advisor on 
Bunyoro affairs, who has also 
shown interest in the seat, 
suppof\ed the request for 
rescheduling. 

"This issue should not be 
overlooked if we need to 
realise good turnout during 
this by-election. 

We are requesting the 
Electoral Commission to 
~d a way of addressing this 
challenge so that no one has 
an excuse for failing to vote," 
he said. 

Responding to the concerns, 
Justice Byabakama said he 

security task force head Brig. Gen. Omero after an 
Electoral Commission stakeholders' meeting on roles 
during the election recently 

had already received similar 
complaints from several 
people. 

He said since the issue had 
again been raised during 
the meeting, the commission 
would sit and discuss it before 
giving a final position. 

"Right now, I cannot give you 
an answer, but we are going 
to discuss it and we shall give 
you an answer. We organised 
this byelection quickly because 
we observed that the district is 
likely to face a leadership crisis 
since the current leadership 
ends on May 12, 2026," he 
said. 

Byabakama added that after 
that date, the district would 
have no chairPerson or vice 
chairperson, meaning no 
executive committee, which 

would affect district operations. 
However, he assured leaders 

that the commission had no 
problem considering their 
request. 

National Security Task Force 
cluster head for Kikuube 
district Brig Gen. Omero 
Tingira Irumba cautioned 
youth against engaging in 
election violence. 

Fenekasi Timanyire of the 
National Unity . Platform, who 
contested against the late 
Banura in the February general 
elections and is aspiring again, 
called for a level playing field 
for all candidates. 

Kikuube Resident District 
Commissioner Godwine 
Agalia commended the EC for 
releasing the roadrnap to fill 
the vacant LCV position. 

Uganda rallies for zero malaria deaths on World Malaria Day 
~v OAA'atd KUrya 

Uganda marked World Malaria 
Day 2026 in Iganga district 
with a renewed pledge to 
eliminate malaria deaths, as 
the Ministry of Health passed 
out 105 Community Health 
Extension Workers (CHEWs) 
to strengthen prevention and 
treatment at household level. 

Held under the global theme 
"Dn'ven to End Malaria: Now 
We Can, Now We Must" and 
the national call "Zero malaria 
starts with me, " the event 

. <tttracted government officials, 
development partners, cultural 
and religious leaders, and 
health workers from Busoga 
and across the country. 
. Representing Health Minister 
Dr. Jane Ruth Aceng, Director 

Dr. Olaro (right) addressing Community Health Extension Workers (CHEWs) as they 
received medical kits during passout at the celebrations to mark World Malaria Day 
2026 held at Bulamajl sub county headquarters ground In Iganga district last week 

General of Health Services Dr. 
Charles Olaro said the joint 
celebration of World Malaria 
Day and CHEW graduation 
was deliberate. 

"You are very unique, the 105 
CHEWs that we are ~assi!lg out 

here: Your chief responsibility 
is actually to respond to 
malaria," Dr. Olaro said. 

He stressed that "Zero 
malaria deaths" is more than 
a slogan. "No Ugandan should 
di~ from preventable and 

treatable diseases." 
Dr. Olaro said gains from the 

Busoga Health Forum model 
had already reduced malaria 
cases in the region. 
. "Health is made at home 

and is only repaired at health 

facilities; 750J0 of the burden 
of disease . we see in facilities 
could have been managed at 
home," he said. 

EXTENSION WORKERS 
The CHEWs received bicycles, 
gumboots, medicine boxes, 
blood pressure machines, 
glucometers, malaria test 
kits and tablets for real-time 
reporting. To date, over 8,000 
CHEWs have been trained in 
68 districts. 

"No child should have a fever 
for 24 hours without treatment. 

o mother should stay for 24 
hours with a fever without 
treatment," Dr. Olaro said . 

World Health Organsisation 
Country Representative Dr. 
Kasonde Mwinga, represented 
by Dr. Christine Musanhu, 
said malaria elimination is 
now within reach due to 
better diagnostics, treatment, 

surveillance and vaccines 
introduced in 25 African 
countries."More than 52 
million vaccine doses have 
been delivered since 2023, 
with early evidence showing 
meaningful reductions in child 
mortality and malaria cases," 
she said. . 

However, she warned that 
global malaria cases rose to 
an estimated 282 million, with 
610,000 deaths in 2024. 

"The cost of inaction is simply 
too high," she said, Citing a -
projected $:45 billion funding 
gap between 2026 and 2030. 

Busoga remains one of 
Uganda's highest-burden 
malaria regions, with Iganga, 
Luuka, Kamuli and Kaliro 
among the top 10 districts .. ~ 
nationally, according to 
Makerere Universi1¥ Joint AIDS 
Program malaria specialist 
Marie Gorreti Zalwango. 
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