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KAGADI 

3 passengers have been 
ed dead following a canoe 

a t on River Ngusi in KyalenL 
wllage, Pacwa town- coune" m Kagadi 
Cllstrict. . . 

Twenty-three fear~d_ de~ad- after 
canoe capsizes on River NCJusi 

The tragedy happened on Tuesday 
night at about 8:00pm when a canoe 
carrying passengers and bags of 
charcoal overturned while crossing 
the river near the shores of Lake 
Albert in western Uganda. 

The Police said the victims were 
returning from Bugoma forest on 
the opposite side of the river, when 
the overloaded canoe capsized in 
darkness. 

Survivors' arfd ·local leaders said 
many of those on.board were charcoal 
burners and farmers who had crossed 
into the forested areas to look for 
work. 

The Albertine region police 
. spokesperson, Julius Allan Hakiza, 

identified some of the deceased as 
Kacenge Musinguzi, 24; Kahiigwa 
Mwesigwa, 28; Ahebwa Gumisiriza, 

. 2S; Omuhereza Tumusiime, 32; 
Thomas Byaruhanga, 26; and Robert 
Tugume, 24, all residents of Kyaleni 
cell in Pacwa town counciL 

"A canoe carrying between 3S and 
4S passengers with charcoal capsized 
in River Ngusi on Tuesday night. 
They were coming from Bugoma 
forest, across the river, to Pacwa. A . 
te~m of marine experts and Police 
are searching for the missing bodies," 
Hakiza said. 

Accident.,.on River Ngusi in Kagadi 
. ~. 

TUESDAY 28 (8:00PM) 
A canoe carrying passengers and bags of 
charcoal capsized on River NgiJsi in Kyaleni 
village, Pacwa town council . 
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AFTER THE ~GUSI ORDEAl 
One of the survivors, Tumuhaise 
Byaruhanga, said they were crossing 
from Bugoma forest to Pacwa when the 
canoe overturned. 
\ "We survived at night when the canoe 
w~ were travelling in, carrying bags of 
charcoal, caps ized. I cannot remember 
exact ly what caused it. I only found 
myself in a health facility," he said. 

Mugisa Ndemire, the LC1 cha irperson 
of Kyalen i village, sa id his son was 
among those who died. He sa i<! most 
of the victims were res idents who had 
crossed into Kikuube district to engage 
in charcoa l burning and 
farm ing. 

Jane Tuhaise, whose 
son also perished, said 
.he had left f or Bugoma 
forest a day earlier 
without informing 
family members. She 
sa id the fami ly 
was later 
shocked to 

Kagadi district Police cOmmander 
Phillip Ameru said marine officers 
and police divers spent the night 
searching for bodies and survivors. 

to various health centres for treatment. 
We condole with relatives of the 

.. deceased. We also warn encroachers 
of Bugoma forest to desist from the 

Businge described the accident as 
devastating and said only eight 
people survived. 

He said the injured were rushed 
to Kagadi General Hospital and St 
Ambrose Charity Health Centre for 
treatment. 

MARITIME ACCIDENTS 
River Ngusi is one of the key 
waterways feeding into Lake Albert 
and is frequently used by local 
residents for transport between 
Kagadi, Kikuube and nearby areas. 

using small wooden canoes that are 
usually overloaded. 

Uganda has been experiencing 
significant maritime disasters, mainly 
on Lake Victoria and Lake Albert, 
often caused by overloading, poor 
weather and lack of safety equipment. 

"We are still searching for 
the missing bodies. Some of 
the survivors have been taken 

act," Ameru said. 
Pacwa town 

LCIn chairperson 
council 
Justus However, many crossings are made 

GULU Relief for Gulu mot~ers as mama kits ease childbirth burden 
Fo 
~t 
H Ital, the donated mama 
Idts were more than just 
packages of supplies. They 
represented relief from the 
dailyst):Uggle of preparing 
for childbirth with little or no 
money. 

Sunday Aketowanga, an 
expectant . mother from 
Kabedo-Opong in Gulu city, 
said she had been worried 
because her due date was fast 
approaching and she had no 
money to buy the items needed 
for delivery. 

"This is my first time to 
receive something like this. I 
thank God because it feels like 
a miracle," Aketowanga said. 

Since beginning her antenatal 
visits, she has never received 
such support, yet many 
mothers arrive at the hospital 
with nothing. Aketowanga said 
the assistance has renewed , 
hope and encouraged her to 

OIECK 

The total IiUIl1ber of 
donated items by Access 
rmanciaJ Services 
pte to Gutu Rec)ional 
Referral Hospital 
irJduded bedsheets (40), 
hospital beds (30) arid 
mama kits (40). 

complete her antenatal visits 
and deliver f'Iom a health 
facility. 

Jenifer Adiyo, an expectant 
mother from Akonyibedo cell 
in Pakwelo ward, Laroo-Pece 
division, said the mama kit 
removed a heavy burden from 
her shoulders. 

"If Hot for this support, I 
would only have bought a 

black polythene for delivery 
because I cannot afford a 
mama kit," Adiyo said. 

Joanita Okot, a resident of 
Ariaga, said the cotton wool 
would help her during delivery, 
while the detergent and soap 
would be used to wash baby 
clothes and maintain hygiene 

after childbirth. 
The expectant and 

postpartum mothers were 
speaking on Tuesday at Gulu 
Regional Referral Hospital, 
following a donation of IlJama 
kits by Access Financial 
Services PLC. 

The donated items included 

Kiyingi (left) 
ha!lding over 
mama kits to 
Uryek-wun 
and other 
Gulu Regional 
Referral 
Hospital staff 
on Tuesday, 
intended 

_ "'---4 to improve 
comfort for 
mothers at 

'--__ --' the hospital 

40 bedsheets for postpartum 
mothers, 30 hospital beds for 
maternity wards and 40 mama 
kits containing sanitary packs, 
detergent, basins, bars of soap, 
jil<, toothpaste, sanitary towels, 
baby jelly and mosquito nets 
for expectant mothers. 

Vincent Kiyingi, the Access 

Financial Services PLC chief 
executive officer, said the 
donation was intended to 
equip the hospital and improve 
comfort for both expectant anr 
postpartum mothers. 

"We decided -to support Gulu 
Regional Referral Hospital 
because it covers a wide area 
in the northern region in 
providing health services. 
There is inequality in terms of 
distribution of health services 
which leaves a lot of rooin 
for private partnership much 
as the Government has done 
well in primary health care 
services," he said. 

Walter Uryek-wun, the 
principal assistant secretary 
of Gulu Regional Referral 
Hospital, expressed gratitude 
for the donated assorted items. 

Uryek-wun said they woulct-­
strengthen the maternity 
ward with new beds, since 
they have always been 
overwhelmed by the number 
of mothers seeking care. 
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