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ClilDote Action . ~ . . 

A forest reawakens: 
Inside the youth-led -

_-conservation movement 
GAYO has mobilised more than 100 university students, en-. 
vironmental experts and community actors in a coordinated 
effort to rehabilitate Nandere Forest through indigenous tree 
planting and conservation awareness. 

BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

D
eep within Nandere Forest, also 
known as Lazarus Forest, in Nyimb­
wa Sub-county, Luwero District, a 
quiet transformation is taking root. 

Once heavily degraded by years of de-

forestation and hwnan activity, the for­
est is now witnessing a revival driven 
by a new generation of environmental 
stewards detennined to restore nature 
and secure the future. 

At the heart of this movement is 
the Green Africa Youth Organisation 
(GAYO), which has mobilised more than 
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100 university students, environmental 
experts and community actors in a co­
ordinated effort to rehabilitate the for­
est through indigenous tree planting 
and conservation awareness. 

"We are here to restore what has been 
lost," said Mr. Isaac Ndyamuhaki, Na­
tional Director ofGAYO Uganda,during 
the exercise. 

"This forest has suffered degradation 
for years, but today marks a step to­
wards its recovery." 

According to Ndiyamuhaki. the initia­
tive goes far beyond planting trees. It is 
about shaping a generation that under­
stands its responsibility towards the 
envirOnment and is equipped to take 
action. 

"This is not just a restoration activity, 
it is a platform for learning,inspiration 
and engagement. We want young peo­
ple to experience conservation practi­
cally so that they can carry these les­
sons back to their communities," he 
says. 

Participants spent the day planting .. " 
over 2,000 indigenous trees, careful-
ly selected to restore biodiversity and 
strengthen the ecosystem. But along­
side the physical work, the gathering 
also created space for dialogue and re­
flection. 

"We held conversations about the fu­
ture of our forests and water systems, 
conservation is not just about trees it is J 
about livelihoods, biodiversity and the l 




	01 MAY DM01052026 5
	01 MAY DM01052026 6.pdf

