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On Tfiurs£l?y, April 30, the 
High Court condemned -
Christ0pher Onyum Okello • 
to death after finding 
htm guilty of killing four 
toddlers at Ggaba Early 
Childhood Development 
Centre on April 2. This was 
afte-r the court trashed his 
oefence of insanity. While 
the 39~,year old Okello 
was given a chance to 
address court, he declined. 
Okello appeared dejected. 
Okello was found guilty 
of stabbing to death 
Ryan Odeke (1.5 years), 
Keisha Agenorwoth Otim 
(2 years), Gideon Eteku 
(2.5 years) and Ignatius 
Sseruyange (2.5 years) 
on April 2, this year in a 
manner many people have 
described barbaric. The 
parents and community 
members expressed 
satisfaction with the 
sentence. Farooq Kasule 

. and Barbra Kabahumuza 
bring you the court 
proceedings verbatim 
as the court condemned 
Okello to death after 
categorising of this actions 
rarest of the rare. 

Judge Alice Komuhangi 
Khaukha: Good afternoon. We 
are going to another stage and this 
the sentencing hearing and this 
is the final stage in the criminal 
trial where the presiding officer 
.unposes a punishment on a person 
convicted of a criminal offence. It 
involves balancing the seriousness 

, of the crime, the impact the 
crime has had on the victims, the 
impact on the community and 
the public at large including the 
impact on other stakeholders in 
the administration of justice and 
this punishment is arrived at after 
hearing from the prosecution 
telling the court what has been 
the impact of this offence and also 
hearing from the convict and his 
lawyers. 

Sentencing is very important 
because this is where all of us give­
accountability. As judicial officers 

we exercise this authority on 
behalf of the people and it is also 
derived from the people as per the 
constitution. So, it is not, until a 
crime has been punished that the 
people will not feel there has been 
an accountability for the crime. So, 
I am going to ask the prosecutor 
to address the court giving me 
indications on what they believe is 
the punishment that suits the crime 
or crimes for which the convict has 
been convicted. . 

Likewise, I would expect to hear 
from counsel for the convict on 
why they think the court should be" 
lenient to the convict and I will also' 
hear from the convict. 

Prosecutor Jonathan 
Muwaganya: My lord we are 
well pleased with the verdict of 
court on each of the four counts. 
As prosecution we want to begin 
by thanking the court- for the time, 
patience and effort exhibited in 
the process. As prosecutors, we 
are advocates for the people and 
I am instructed to thank the court 
and the judiciary administration 
for bringing justice closer to the 
people on whose behalf the court 
derive judicial power under article 
126 of the Constitution. My lord, 
the parents of the deceased victims, 
as well as other relatives are 
present in court and we want to 
thank them and entire community 
for the resilience and co-operation 
throughout this justice seeking 
process. 

My lord, under section 172 of 
the Penal Code Act, a person who 
has been convicted of murder is 
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liable to suffer death. My lord we 
are aware that Uganda no longer 
has a mandatory death penalty 
but the death sentence is still 
good law and even though the 
courts are not mandated to pass 
a death sentence as must, they 
can still do so in deserving cases. 
My lord, we are guided by the 
Constitution sentencing guidelines 
for the courts of judicature practice 
dir~ctions, which under paragraph 
17 provide that the court may 
pass the sentence of death in 
exceptional circumstances in the 
rarest of the rare cases where 
alternative imprisonment' for life 
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or other custodial sentences are 
demonstrably inadequate. 

My lord in this case, the victims 
were attacked from one of the 
safest places in our communities. 
A day care centre is supposed 
to be a sanctuary, a place of 
laugher, learning and absolute 
safety. To the contrary the convict 
turned the centre into a scene of 
a well calculated massacre, which 
caused an imaginable terror in 
the community and the country -
at large. My lord, the convict 
participated in an extremely 
violent crime. We submit that you 
are now enjoined with the noble 
duty to administer 'a sentence that 
is commensurate with the crime 
committed, a sentence that must 
serve an equivalent punishment 
that was occasioned. My lord, 
under paragraph 18 of the 
sentencing guidelines, the rarest 
of the rare cases among others 
include cases where the court 
is satisfied that the commission 
of the offence was planned or 
meticulously premeditated and 
executed. 

My lord you are also required 
to consider the use and nature of 
a weapon. We submit that a knife 
is one of older deadly weapons 
in human history and a person 
who applies a knife on another 
deserves no mercy. My lord, the 
court should consider whether 
the offender deliberately targeted 
and caused death of a vulnerable 
victim. All the four victims in this 
case were children under three 
years, defenceless minors and mo~ 
innocent in our communities. 
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Okello, 
the prime 
suspect In 
the murder 
of four 
toddlers at 
Ggaba Early 
Childhood 
Development 
Programme 
School In 
Kampala, 
appears for 
judgment 

" -iL~!"" during 
a public 
High Court 
session 
at Ggaba 
Community 
Church on 
Friday 

The court should also consider 
whether the offence was committed 
in the presence of another 
person like a child. My lord, the 
convict never minded about the 
presence of other children and 
their caretakers. The children that 
witnessed the execution of the four 
will permanently live with that 
trauma all through their lives and 
the same applies to the caretakers 
and the entire Ggaba community. 

We submit that almost all 
aggravating factors under 
paragraph 20 of the sentencing 
guidelines are not are relevant arid 
not in favour of the convict and for 
that reason;it is our considered 
submission that there has never 
been a better case in our recent 
history to fit within the category 
of the rarest of the rare than the 
present case. 

I want to end with the 
observations that were made by 
his lordship 'justice Mike Chibita 
while sentencing Kato Kajubi 
on July 26, 2012. When he was 
passing as sentence for life he said: 
"I want the children of Uganda 
to go to bed to night happy in 
the knowledge that one of their 
tormentors is safely locked up." In 
Kajubi case, the court sentenced 
him to life imprisonment for killing 
one baby. The convict before you 
killed not one, but four babies. We 
believe if this court is pleased issue' 
the highest sentence, our beloved 
children of this nation will be safer 
because their tormentor would 
have been permanently eliminated 
form circulation. My lord, if you 
are not persuaded to issue the .. ~ 
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