
MUYENGA ROTARIANS 
PLEDGE TO QUENCH 

'. . 

MITYANA'S WATER CRISIS 
!&lsi-- of .Mityana. 
~cipality; whoc'have long 
~,-uggled with water' scarcity, 
now have renewed hope 
following an intervention by 
the Rotary Club of Muyenga, 
which has pledged to construct 
14. wells across different sub­
counties in the district. 

"We went to the ground 
and carried out a survey to 
idEmtify the most affected areas 
and assess how best we could 
intervene and we resolved 
to provide wells for these 
areas," said Eric Okello, the 
programmes manager at the 
Rotary Club of Muyenga. 

Okello was speaking recently 
during the launch. of ' the 

project held at the offices of 
the Partnership for Community 
Transformation (pAct) in 
Kitinkokola, Ttamu division, 
Mityana municipality. The 
Rotarians will implement the 
project in partnership with 
PACT. 

He explained that the prQject 
will involve the construction of 
14 wells, three of which will be 
boreholes; in Ttamu division, 
Bulera and Kalangalo sub­
counties. 

Herbert Lubega, the vice­
president of the Rotary Club 
of Muyenga, said the project 
will cost sh396m, funded 
by Rotary International. He 
urged the beneficiaries to take 
ownership of the water sources, 
protect them and ensure proper 

BE'NiEN 11f UNES 
., Beyond bringing clean 
water services closer, 
business opportunities 
and child safety in the 
area will be reinforced. 

utilisation such that lives are 
improved in terms of health, 
social and economic well-being. 

UPHOLDING A LEGACY OF GOOD 
This is not the first by the 
Rotary Club of Muyenga 
for Mityana: Previously, the 
Rotarians have supported 
residents of Kabule parish in 
Ttamu division by improving ' 
health and education services, 
including renovating schools 
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L-R: Okello, Lubega, Asha Nalukenge, Mugume and Catherine Saga la, at the Wash and 
Water Wells' launch In Mityana municipality, on Friday . 

and equipping buildings at 
K-abule Health Centre. 

Alex Mugume, the president 
of the Rotary Club of Muyenga, 
said the club is planning to 
further upgrade Kabule Health 
Centre II to hospital status. 

Francis Bisangwa, the assistant 
resident district commissioner 
for Mityana, commended the 
Rotarians for the initiative and 
encouraged them to continue 
supporting the area's growth. 

He called upon more non­
governmental organisations to , 

extend their services to Mityana 
to complement government 
programmes and improve 
livelihoods. 
• "When we get such 

organisations, they not only 
bring services but also create 
jobs, business opportunities 
and many other benefits for the 
district, and so we call upon 
others to come in," Bisangwa 
said. . 

Some local leaders\ who 
attended the launch said access 
to clean and safe water will 

not only improve the health of 
residents, but also save them 
the time and money previously 
spent trekking long distances in 
search of water. . 

"A child walking long 
distances to fetch water can 
face many dangers on the road, 
fail to return home in time to 
revise and become exhausted 
after spending so much time 
there. Many of those challenges 
will now be solved," said Deo 
Kirume, the district councillor 
representing Ttaillu division. 

oweri Museveni has 
l>'r . the urgent upgrade and 
~ction -of tourism roads leading 
tp-<ill gorilla trekking gates in Bwindi 
tnlpenetrable National Park, covering 
the Rushaga, Nkuringo, Buhoma and 
Ruhija sectors. 

Museveni directs urgent upgrade of Bwindi tourism roads 

In a letter addressed to the finance 
ministry, Museveni highlighted J the 
ecological and economic importance of 
Bwindi, noting that although the park 
generates over $20m (about sh74b) 
annually in direct gorilla permit sales, 
Uganda is losing over $40m (about 
sh148b) by selling permits at nearly 
half the market price, partly due to 
poor accessibility. 

"In 2019, I directed that DOTI 
services be engaged to urgently 
upgrade the. roads leading to all the 
trekking gates of Bwindi Impenetrable 
National Park. Seven years later, 
the commercial contract is yet to be 
signed and ·the roads have continued 
to be notoriously poor and impassable, 
particularly during the rainy 
season when they become muddy 
and slippery. At times, landslides 
completely block the roads, causing 
significant delays and forcing tourists 
to walk long distances or spend nights 
in vehicles," Museveni observed. 

A TREASURE iN THE ROUGH 
Describing Bwindi as home to more 
than half of the world's remaining 
mountain gorillas, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site and one of Uganda's 
top tourism earners, Museveni also 
directed the finance ministry to fast­
track the construction of tourism roads 
to the park, .alongside a 9km road 

FACT FILE 
Located in south-western 
Uganda, Bwindi Impenetrable 
Forest National Park remains 
the country's leading tourism 
attraction. Gazetted as a 
national park in 1991, it spans ' 
over 32,000 hectares and 
hosts mQre than 160 tree 
species, over 100 fern species, 
120 mammal species, 357 bird 
species and 220 butterfly 
species: 

The tropical rainforest 
receives an average annual 
rainfall of l,500mm and serves 
as a key water catchment 
area feeding five major rivers 
flowing into Lake Edward. Its 
e~ological significance earned it 
UNESCO World Heritage status. 

linking Kabale to Kakomo via Acadia 
lodges, where Serena Hotels plans to 
establish a five-star hotel. 

"All the emflarrassing and unplanned 
shanty trading centres located within 
500 metres of the trekking gates 
must be removed after compensating 
the owners and replaced with trees. 
Souvenir and art/crafis shops for local 
artisans must be established at all 
gates under the same funding," the 
President directed. 

The "February 17 letter was copied 
to the ministers of finance, works 

A Fuso truck that fell in the slippery road that connects Kabale 
to Kakomo via Acadia lodges, which is one of the roads that the 
President ordered to be constructed 

and tourism, the Prime Minister, ' 
the Attorney General, the executive 
director of Uganda Wildlife Authority 
(UWA) and the Permanent Secretary 
to the Treasury. 

ROAD UPGRADES THUS FAR 

Hamurwa stretch remains unpaved. 
Also pending are the 31km 

Kanyantorogo-Buhoma section, the 
76km Bikuto-Ruhija-Harutenga 
road, and the Muko road connecting 
Rushaga and Nkuringo, estimated 
at SSkm. The source noted that the 

Sources within UWA's transport and 
logistics department said although 
the Kihihi- Kanungu road has been 
tarmacked, the SOkm Kan~gu-

. distances remain subject to engineering 
confirmation. 

It remains unclear why the project has 
been delayed for seven years. Efforts to 

obtain comment from finance ministry 
officials and DOTI Construction 
Company were unsuccessful by press 
time. However, a source in the tourism 
ministry, speaking anonymously, 
attributed the delays to budget 
constraints. 

STAKEHOLDERS'TAKE 
During World Gorilla Day last year, 
local and international tourism · 
stakeholders renewed calls for the 
tarmacking of the Bwindi-Mgahinga 
roads to improve visitor experience. 

"Uganda needs more investment 
in the hospitality industry and more 
comparative knowledge of what the 
countries around you are doing," 
advised Adriana Lanzillo Borja. 

The concern has also been repeatedly 
raised by James Musinguzi, who 
has praised government investment 
in protected areas while calling for 
accelerated development of what he 
describes as Uganda's gorilla roads. 

Tourism minister Tom Butime 
welcomed the President's directive, 
describing it as timely. 

"Coming from the President, this 
is the best news of the year for us 
as a tourism programme. With this 
directive, subject to the availability of 
funds, there are no more excuses," 
Butime said. 

According to the minister, the 
targeted road network'includes Kisoro, 
Nkuringo, Rubuguri, Rushaga, Muko, 
Kabale, Ruhija, Buhoma, Kanungu 
and Rutogota. 


