
By. Lawr.ence Mulondo · 

Uganda: is set to begin 
manUfacturing essential drugs 
t()r 1he treatment . of sickle 
cen disease, a move expected 
t(T ' improve access and 
affordability for patients locally 
and across Africa. 

The development was 
announced by Ugandan 
scientist and proprietor of 
Dei Biopharma Limited, Dr 
Matthias Magoola, during a 
guided tour of the company's 
production facility in Matugga, 
Wakiso ·district. 

The tour was a1!ende.d by . 
the minister of state fOJ youth 
and children affairs, Balaam 
Barugahara and the minister 
for science, technology and 
innovation, minister Dr 
Monica Musenero. 

Magoola revealed that 
the facility is preparing to 
manufacture advanced sickle 
cell therapies, including 
Lyfgenia aRd Casgevy, two 
of the latest drugs globally 
approved for treating the 
disease. 

Sickle cell disease remains 
a major global health 
challenge, especially among 
people .of African descent and 
populations in India. 

According to Magoola, 
although effeciive treatments 
exist, they remain inaccessible . 
to most patients due to 
their high cost and limited 
~vailability in Africa. 
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The~ form~T Buvuma Woman 
MP; ']anepher Egunyu 
NantOme, who was charged 
over allegations of'operating 
ail illegal animal market in 
Lungulu sub-county, Nwoya 
district, has been granted bail. 

The Anti-Corruption Court 
in Nakasero, presided over 
by Chief Magistrate . Peter 
Lochomin, yesterday granted 
Nantume, 47, who currently 
serves as ' Nwoya chief 
administrative officer (CAO), a 
cash bail of sh3m. 

Her three $ureties were each 
bonded at sh25m. However, 
Nantume was not immediately 
released after failing to fulfill 
all bail conditions. She was 
required to deposit her 
passport in court, but informed 
court that it is in Nwoya. 

Lochomin said she would 
only be released · after 
surrendering the passport. 

"In the event that accused 
number one (Nantume) does 
not meet the bail condition she 
should be remanded until May 
20,2026," Lochomin ruled. 

Nantume was charged 
alongside Fred Kalisa, 49, 
a farmer and resident of 
Gotokwara village in' bungulUl 
sub-county, Nwoya. . _ , 

Kalisa was remandecd l\mtil ; _ 
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UGANDA TO START MANUFACTURI G 
SICKL[CEll DRUGS - DR MAGOOlA 

several of which are already 
on the market 

These include Tramadol, 
an opioid pain reliever; 
Tranexamic Acid, used to 
control severe bleeding and 
Hydroxyurea, commonly 
prescribed for sickle cell 
patients. Other products 
includ'e ~ Clonidine and 
Proctosteroid. 
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From left: John Watala, the quality control manager at 
DetBloPharma showing Musenero and Barugahara the 
machines they use In drug production during a guided 
tour of the facility· In Matugga,· Waklso district recently 

".These drugs offer a cure, 
but unfortunately they are 
not accessible on the African 
continent, n he said. "Our goal 
is to manufacture them here in 
Uganda to ensure affordability 
and availability for the 80010 of 
the world .Wit currently cannot 
afford them. n 

Currently, a single dose of 
Lyfgenia costs approximately 
sh 11 b, while Casgevy costs 
about sh8b, making them 
inaccessible to most patients in 
developing countries. . 

Beyond sickle cell treatments, 
the facility is also pre:paring 
to manufacture 

MINISTERS SPEAK OUT 
. Government officials praised the initiative. Balaam 

Barugahara described industrialisation as critical for 
economic transformati'on; ' ; \ 

"Industrialisation turns a nation from a consumermto 
a producer:' he said, adding: "It creates wealth, jobs 
and a dignified future for our young people." Dr. Monica 
Musenero said local manufacturing will help eliminate 
counterfeit and substandard drugs. 

"We want Ugandans to take the same quality of 
medicine as those in developed countries," she said. 
"Our goal is to reach a point where even Americans and 
Europeans import medicines from Uganda." 

for cancer and other diseases. 
"We are determined to 

change this narrative by 
producing these critical drugs 
locally. This will not only save 
lives, but also position Uganda 
as a key player in the global 
pharmaceutical industry," 
Magoola said. 

The Matugga plant has 
already received approval 

from the National Drug 
Authority (NDA) to 

manufacture 
3 0 

different 
drugs, 

In the coming months, 
the company plans to add 
antimalarial drugs such 
as Dihydroartemisinin, 
Amodiaquine and Artesunate. 

Magoola said all products 
are manufactured to meet 
international standards set 

. by the US Food and Drug 
Administration, World Health 
Organisation and European 
Medicines Agency. 

So far, Dei Biopharma has 
submitted 50 additional drugs 
for approval to the NDA. 

Magoola disclosed · that the 
company and its partners have 
already invested approximately 
sh2 trillion, while the 
Government has contributed 
sh724b. 

However, an additional $l.1b 
is needed to fully complete the 
facility, with efforts underway 
to raise $430m. 

He called on Ugandans to 
invest in the company ahead of 
plans to list it publicly. 

Magoola credited President 
Yoweri Museveni for 
supporting industrialisation 
and local innovation. 

Former MP granted bai~ in illegal animal market case serving as CAO of Nwoya. 
IT is further alleged that 

Kalisa and Wanda, during 
the same period, managed 
the market and fraudulently 
obtained sh20.6m· belonging 
to the district. 
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May 20, 2026,.after he did not 
apply for bail: .-

Last week, court issued 
criniinal summons against 
Ronald Wanda, 42, a 
businessman based in Kiyindi, 
Buikwe district, after he failed 
to appear in court. 

Sheila Kagoro Mawanda, 
who represented Nantume, 
told court that her client would 
not abscond if granted bail and 
had substantial sureties who 
would ensure her appearance 
whenever required. 

Dianah Nantabzi, an officer 
from the Inspectorate of 
Government, did not oppose 
the bail application, but ·asked 
court to impose stringent 
conditions. 

She 
investigations are 
at an advanced 
stage and the 
trial is expected 
to 

inquiries. 
Nantume is facing charges 

of abuse of office, contrary 
to Section 10 (1) of the Anti­
Corruption Act, while Kalisa 
and Wanda are accused 
of stealing sh20.7m while 
managing the illegal market. 

The offence of abuse of office 
attracts a' seven-year jail term 
upon conviction, while theft 
under the Penal Code Act 
carries a maximum sentence 
of three years' imprisonment. 

Nantume and Kalisa denied 
the chClrges. 

ALLEGATIONS 
The prosecution alleges that 
Nantume abused her authority 
by disregarding established 

procedures for setting 
up animal markets 

and authorised the 
operation of an 
illegal market in 
Gotokwara village, 
Lungulu sub­
county, Nwoya. 

prejudicial to the interests of 
the district. 

According to the prosecution, 

Nantume committed the 
offencesbetween]anuary2023 
and December 2024 while 

RUBANDA DISTRICT LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICE COMMISSION 
P.O BOX 781, RUBANDA 

ADDENDUM TO EXTERNAL ADVERT NO. 2/2026 

i\pplications are invited from suitable qualified Ugandans to 
fill the under listed vacancies that exist in Rubanda District 
Local Government. 

Applications should be filled in Triplicate on the PSC form 
(3) (Revised 200S) and submitted to the Secretary Rubanda 
District Service Commission, P.O Box 781, Kabale to be 
received not later than 20" May 2026. 

Application forms are obtained from the PSC offices, DSC 
offices country wide as well as the Ministry of Public Service 
Website: www.publicservice.go.ug 

Application should bear the title of the post as well 
as reference Number specified against the vacancy. 
Applicants should attach a set of 3 copies of their Cvs, 
certified academic documents, identity cards. appointment 

. letters and other related documents plus 3 passport size 
photographs. Those already in Government service should 
route their applications through their Responsible Officer. 

District Service 

1. Rubsnda District Local Government Stands for zero 
tolerance to corrvption, gettlnge Job In govemment 
Is a free """ce. P{lJIJ$e be aware of con men and 
report any C<I$IJ of co"uptJon to Resident District 
Commiss/one" LeV Chairperson, District Service 
Commission, PubUc Service Commlu/on, Chief 
Adm/n/_lve Offlcer, State House Antl-co"upt/on 
unit and IGG. 

2. Women and PWDs are encouraged to apply. 
The Inspectorate 

of . Government The detailed Job descriptions, speCifications and other 3. Only shorfUsfed csndldates will be notified. 
h competences for the advertised positions can be accessed For eny Inquiry, approach the off/ca of tha District 

says er via our District Notice board, Office of the Secretary DSC Service comm/u/on from Monday to Friday 8:00am _ 
act ion s Rubanda District Local Government, and Ministry of Public 5:I!Opm. 
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