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QUQTEOF 
THE DAY 

Minister of State for Science and Technology Monic~ Mus~nero: "All Ugandans know that globally, 
there is a challenge of fuel. To alleviate this crisis, we had to introduce electric buses." 

EDITORIAL 

We can stop malaria 
deaths and illriesses 

M
alaria is a leading cause of death in Uganda, with chilo 
dren bearing the brunt of a preventable ailment. 

~ The governrnent has, over the years, exertedtremendous 
. efforts.to.reduce malaria-related illnesses and deaths. ' 

These efforts include the distribution of insectiCide-treat­
ed mosquito nets , indoor residual spraying, vaccina­
tion, and elimination of mosquito breeding . places. 
Great strides have been made in the battle against ma­

laria and its vector, the female Anopheles mosquito. 
However, more still needs to be done to less­

en the malaria burden i n the country. 
The Uganda Malaria Elimination St rategic Plan 

2026-2030 , which was launched on April 23 , 
is a big step in the right direction . 
A story titled "Mbale child malaria spike reveals health system 
gaps,"which was published in the Daily Mom"toron Monday, May 
4, vividly describes the malaria challenges the country still faces. 

The issue: 
.Malarla. 

Our view: 
The 
govel'nillent 
must ensure 
health 
facilities have 
medication 
to treat 
malaria and 
the doctors 

. and nurses to 
administer it 
and take care 
of patients. 

In the story,it is stated that malaria accounts 
for about 45 percent of paediatric admis-

ko sions at Mbale Regional Referral Hospital. 
. Mbale' authorities blame the high ma­
laria indices on inconsistent use of mos­
quito nets and failure by residents to 
destroy mosquito breeding grounds 
near their homes, among others . 

Doctors at Mbale Regional Referral Hos­
pital also men~ioned a worrying trend 
of parents preferring to treat children 
at home with painkillers and only tak­
ing them to the hospital when their con­
ditions have escalated to full-blown fever. 
This unfortunate habit risks the lives of chil­
dren, who could have been easily treated had 
their parents taken them to hospitals early. 
UnfortRmately, the problems experienced 

in Mbale are also faced in other parts of the 
country, with some people diverting mosqui­
to nets distributed to them free of charge by 
the government to other uses, such as fishing. 

Some misguided people have al­
so opposed and launched cam­
paigns against i ndoor res i du­

al spraying, alleging that it is harinful to human health. 
Others have also falsely claimed that the malaria vac­

cines that are administered to children endanger their lives. 
The .false information disseminated by these mis­

guided people greatly impedes efforts to fight malaria. 
To counter this misinformation, we call upon the au­

thorities .to increase sensitisation efforts . These mes­
sageS should be presented not only in English but al­
so in local languages so that they can reach the populace. 
Those who spread this false information must be penal- . 

ised because they endanger the health of the entire nation. 
Furthermore, local governments should enact laws to 

compel people to eliminate mosquito breeding grounds 
near their homes, such as bushes and stagnant water. 
People who receive mosquito nets. from the government and di­
vert them to unrelated uses must be punished for their misdeeds. 
Last but not least, the government must ensure health facilities 
have medication to treat malaria and the doctors and nurses to 
administer it and take care of patients. 

Our commitment to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To De respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoon. Energy minister Ruth Nankabirwa has defended the recent sacking of UEDCL top officials. 

BUT CAN YOU LOSE 
WHAT YOU NEVER 

HAVE? 
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When Museveni says hUIllanities are useless, 
he is siInply ~guing against his own career 

W 
hen President Museveni recently 
stood at Ndejje University in 
Luweero.duringLabour Day 
celebfutions and asked:"You ask 
these arts students what they 
can solve and they tell you, 'for us 

we only think.'Think about what?"he was 
articulating a position that many Ugandans 
have quietly held for years. The country 
needs engineers.It needs technicians.It 
needs scientists who can run laboratories 
without falsifying results for personal gain. 
These concerns are real and legitimate. 

But the conclusion that arts and 
humanities degrees are useless, that 
psychology graduates can only counsel 
prisoners at Ll¢ra, that universities should 
pivot exclusively to science - is not just 
intellectually wrong.It is economically costly. 
And it has a biographical irony so sharp that 
it deserves to be named. 

President Museveni studied political 
science and economics at the University of 
Dar es Salaam. He wrote his undergraduate 
thesis on the applicability of Frantz Fanon's 
theory of revolutionary violence to post­
colonial Africa, under the mentorship 
of the historian scholar Walter Rodney. 
The intellectual architecture ofhis 
political career, the ideology,the historical 
consciousness and the understanding 
of social forces - is the product of the 
humanities disciplines he now d~des. 
He has governed Uganda for 40 years, 
overwhelmingly through the application 
of those disciplines. He should know their 
value better than most . . 

The irony would be merely interesting if 
the policy consequences were not real. Sci­
enceteachers now earn an average ofShs4 
million monthly against their arts col­
leagues'ShsBoo,ooo.A proposal to exempt 
scientists from PAYE tax entirely is on the ta-

. The real problem with 
. Uganda's humanities 
education is not the 
disciplines. It is the de­
livery. 

" 
Mas YunusMasaba 
Education 

ble. 
Government has simultaneously commit­

ted to hiring 5,300 additional psychology 
and mental health workers - because men­
tal health cases at Uganda's health facilities 
rose 71 percent between 2021 and 2024, and 
the 2025 State ofUganda Population Report 
projectS economic losses of $4.5 billion an­
nually by 2040 if the crisis goes unaddressed. 
You cannot call a discipline useless and then 
plan to hire 5,300 of its graduates to prevent 
a billion-dollar national loss. 
The numbers from Uganda's own econo­

my make the argument without assistance 
from abroad. Tourism earned $1.28 billion 
in 2024 -16 percent oftotal national ex­
ports, 803,000 jobs - built by diplomats, 
communicators, cultural heritage special­
ists,and brand strategists, not engineers. 
The arts and culture sector contributes $576 
million to GDP annually and employs over 
500,000 people. A 2026 peer-reviewed study 

ofUganda's engineering graduates from 
Kyambogo and Ndejje universities found 
them deficient in precisely the communica­
tion,leadership, and ethicaljudgment that 
humanities education provides. Uganda's 
engineers need the humanities. So do Ugan-

. da's hospitals. So does Uganda's Treasury. 
The global record confirms what Uganda's 

own data shows. Singapore built its transfor­
mation on a civil service trained in law, pub­
lic policy, and governance - disciplines that 
are categorically humanities. 

India's Institutes of Technology - among 
the most rigorous ehgineering institutions 
on earth - are now requiring their engi­
neers to study cultuIe, social inquiry, and 
ethics. The pattern is unambiguous: the na­
tions that developed did not eliminate the 
humanities. They integrated them. . 

The real problem with Uganda's humani­
ties education is not the disciplines.It is the 
delivery. Too many programmes have out­
dated curricula,no industry placement,no 
digital skills component, and no entrepre­
neurship training. This is a curriculum cri­
sis,not evidence that the disciplines lack val- • 
ue. The prescription is reform - mandato­
ry digital skills,clinical and industry place­
ments,interdisciplinary degree pathways­
not ridicule and defunding. 

Uganda does not need fewer humani-
ties graduates.It needs better-trained,mar­
ket-relevant ones working alongside its sci- .. ~ 
entists and engineers. Dismissing the hu­
manities is not a shortcut to development. 
Based on Uganda's own 2026 data;it is a $4.5 
billion mistake in the making. 

I Mas Yunus Masaba. Development 
Economist, Entrepreneur &. CEO Mas 
Group Africa. dnnasyunus@gmail.com 
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