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Learners are selling the 
products they make to 
support their studies. 

BY ABUBAKER KIRUNDA 

I
n the infonnal settlements of Sowe- : 
to and Masese in Jinja City's South : 

Skills-based training keeps 
Jinjcis poor learners in school 

Division, where many householdS : 
struggle to meet basic needs, a qui- : 

et ~fonnation is taking place inside : 

For years, poverty pushed children, es- : 
pecially those raised by single parents, : 
out of school. TQday, however, a new : 
wave of practical learning is helping : 
them stay. : 

es on skills-based learning, alongside : 
academic learning. For many vulnera: : 
ble learners, those skills are becoming : 
a lifeline. : 

At Masese Seed Secondary School, : 
IS-year-old Hannington Mukisa is : 
proof that the classroom can double as : 
a workshop for survival. ~ 

When he joined Senior One, MUkisa : 
had no reliable source of school fees. : 
Dropping out seemed inevitable. But a : 
school project in soap making changed ~ 
his trajectory. 

"My project was in bar soap making. 1 : 
had no hope of getting fees, but when : 
1 applied what 1 learnt, things started ~ . 
workingout,"Mukisasays, : 
With ShS100,OOO raised from: 

well-wishers)le bought raw materials ~ 
and began producing soap. Each batch : 
yields about 30 bars, which lJe sells at : 
ShsS,oooeach,earningShslSO,OOO. : 

CURRICULUM 

CurriC?ulum for lower secondary 
education, which was launcbed 
-in 2020, emphasises skills based 
leaming. Moving away from rote 
memorisation, the curriculum 

practical skills, core compe-
1ences-and the abilityto--apply 
knowledge in real world context. 

· "But now 1 can getthemmyselfbecause 
: 1 make&nl sell liquid soap." 
~ The schoofs deputy head teacher, Ms 

already making a measurable impact. 
· "Absenteeism due to lack of schblas­
: tic materials has reduced," Ms Wailire 
~ notes. "Learners are more engaged be­

cause they can meet some of their own 

· However, she says limited capital has 
:-hind-ered many learners. While stu­
: dents have the skills, scaling their small 
: ventures remains difficult without fi-
~ nancial backing. 

His routine is demanding. Before : That gap has attracted external sup­
dawn on school days, Mukisa starts the : port. During a recent visit to Jinja's vul­
soap-making process,leaving his moth- ~ nerable communities, American phi­
er to complete the drying. By evening, : lanthropist James Patrick Cowles was 
the products are ready for sale. : struck by the ingenuity of the learners. 

"1 balance books and business," he: In response,he launched the Patrick_ 
says, with quiet determination. : Entrepreneurs Corner (PEC) in March 

Across Masese, similar stories are : to boost student-led enterprises. 
emerging. At Lake Site Primary School,: The initiative identifies schools with 
entrepreneurship dubs have become ~ active young entrepreneurs, offering 
unlikely incubators of resilience. : them both capital and advanced busi-

Catherine Babirye, a Primary Six pu- : ness training. "We Wimt to empower 
pi!, says the skills she has acquired have : these learners to become more success­
eased the burden on her single mother. : ful,"Cowles ~."It's about building sus-

Through the club, Babirye learned to : tainability,not aependency." 
make necklaceS'; bangles, and liquid: Mr Paul Batambuze, the LC2 chairper=­
soap, items she now sells within the : son of Masese Parish, says: "When you -= 
school community. ~ look at the living conditions here, you After costs, he remains with a profit of ~ 

around Shs40,OOO, which he uses to sup­
port both his education and fumily. 

Catherin Babirye, a pupil of Lake Site Primary School in Jinja, displays some 
ofthe produ~ts she makes. PHOTO/ABUBAKER KIRUNDA 

"My mother would sometimes fail to : understand how vulnerable these chil­
buy me books and pens," she explains. : dren are." 
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INVITATION TO TENDER FOR: 
CONSULTANCY SEIMCESFOR CAPAaTY NEEDS ASSESSMENT (CNA) FOR -NATIONAL WATER AND 

SEWERAGE CORPORATION IN BWEYALE-KIRYANDONGO AREA IN THE REFUGEE HOSTING DISTRICT Of 
KIRYANDONGO AND THE MORTHERN UMBRELLA O{ WATER AND SANITATION IN THE DISTIHCT OF LIRA 

7000008524 CAPACITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT - WatSSUP 

Name of Project: Water Supply and Sanitation for Refugee Settlements and Host 
Communities in Northern Uganjia (WatSSUP) 

Background subject may disqualify your offer directfy as it may fail to be 
The Deutsche Gesellschafl tar Intemationale received in the tender box. 
lusamnienarbeit (Gil) GmbH is the German federal b. Late submissions will not be accepted. 
company for technical cooperation and has been operating c. Only bids submitted to UG _ Quotation@giz.de are 
in Uganda since 1964 to promote sustainable development acceptable. 
on beh!llf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic d. Bids submitted with Gil staff or other Gil emails in copy 
Cooperation and Development (BMl). shall be rejected. 
Invitation to Bid e. You should have priced offer in PDF. Do not el1Cl'fpt offers 
Gil Uganda through the watSSUP programme invites bids since they may be incompatible with Gil softWare. 
from competent and eligible finns to provide consultancy f. Use two separate emails to submit the technical and 
services for Capacity Needs Assessment for National financial proposals. Submit the technical proposal with 
water And Sewerage Corporation and the Northem the eligibility documents an independent email and the 
U·mbrella of water and Sanitation as per the detailed tenns financial proposal in a separate independent email. each 
of reference. with a clear description. 7000008524- Capacity Needs 
Requesting for Tender Documents and Tenns of Assessment - WatSSUP - Technical Proposal! Financial 
Reference Proposal. 
Interested and eligible bidders can obtain detailed bidding! g. Only use GIl's file transfer service at https:llfiletransfer. 
tender documents in soft copy fonn only. To request giz.de! for submitting documents that exceed the defau~ 
the biddingltender documents. please send an email mail size of 30 MB. Using other fonns of file transfer 
to procurementlliz-uganda@giz.de starting from the disqualifies your offer. 
date 9f the first publication of this tender. Ensure that h. Should you use the file transfer in (g) above. ensure you 
you include the tender reference number: 7000008524- submit the password before the bid submission deadline 
Capacity Needs Assessment - WatSSup in the subject date and time to UG _ Quotation@giz.de. Failure to 
line of all your communications. provide the password. your offer cannot be opened and will 
Seeking Clarification Regarding the Bidding be disqualified automatically. 
Documents, Tender Terms and Conditions i. The financial offer should be submitted in Uganda 
All requests for clarifications regarding this tendering Shillings. 
process must be submitted in writing and addressed to Gil j. Failure to follow any of the above instructions may resu~ in 
Uganda via email at procurementlliz-uganda@giz.de at your offer being·el1Cl'fpted and/or rejected. 
least 5 days before the bid submission deadline. 
Bid Submission GIZ reserves the right to cancel this process at any 
Interested bidders Should submit their bids/offers stage without informing the providers and without 
electronically by 1910512026 at 4:00 PM (EAT) to UG_ any obligation to refund the providers who will 
Quotation@giz.de. Please indicate the tender reference have participated in this tender process. 
number. 7000008524- Capacity Needs Assessment -
WatSSUP in the subject line of your email. Disclaimer: GIZ DOES NOT charge any kind of 
Important Infonnation to Note ~ j _ . 

Failure to indicate the tender reference number jn ihe .-
. FEE(s) <t~ IYhicheve~ ~tag,e of.tjIe tendering process. 

@ EAST AFRICAN 
CRUDE OIL 
PlPEUNE 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR PROVISION OF 
EXPORT CUSTOMS CLEARANCE AND TRANSPORTATION 

REFERENCE NO.: CPP-PROC-UG-0116-0505 

China Petroleum Pipeline Engineering Co .• Ltd. (hereinafter 
abbreviated as CPP) as Pipeline. Feederline & Above Ground 
Installation Contractor fur the East African Crude Oil 
Pipeline (EACOP) Project invites experienced and reputable 
Contractors to express their interest in providing customs 
clearance and transportation services for exporting goods 
and equipment to the EACOP Project. 

The EACOP Project involves the construction and operation 
of an underground and cross-border pipeline to transport 
crude oil for export to international markets. The pipeline 
will run from Kabaale. Hoima District in Uganda to the 
Chongoleani peninsula near Tanga in Tanzania. The length 
of the pipeline is 1.443 km. of which 1.147 km will be in 
Tanzania. 

BRiEf DESCRIPTION Of THE SCOPE OF THE SERVICES: 
Inland transportation. export customs declaration. 
booking of shipping space and port services and 
international transportation. 

MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS: 
Companies or organizations expressing their interest are 

invited to document their request with: 
Proof of registration with the business registration and 
licensing agency with Uganda Auth9rities 
Proof of registration with the Uganda Revenue Authority 
(URA) and Tax Clearance Certificate for the latest year 
available. 
Proof of registration/application to the National Supplier 
database(NSD)at the time of submission of the response 
to this expression of interest is strongly recommended. 
Compliance with Petroleum (Refining Conversion 
Transm Storage) Act. 2013. THE PETROLEUM 
(EXPLORATION. DEVELOPMENT AND PRODUCTION I ACT. 
2013 and The Petroleum (Midstream) (National Contentl 
Regulations. 2016 for Uganda. 
Uganda Registration Service Bureau (URSB) Annual 
returns of the latest year 
Fully filled Key personnel list with CV and Equipment list 
of production and inspection in requested format. (Blank 
is regarded as an unqualified item.1 
Similar supplying experience within the last three years 
in the requested format. 
Copy of certificates of ISO 9001. ISO 45001. ISO 14001. or 
equivalent of them. 

Companies which have the ability. capacity. and resources to implement the activities listed above should express their 
interest by sending together with the documents stated in the above section through an email to supplierdata@cpptLcom 
(Max. Email Size: 20 MBs. all documents must be submitted in the English language) on or before 24:00 hours East African Time 
(EAr ). on [2026-6-5). The subject of the email should be '"EOI for CPP-PROC-UG-DlIS-D5()5-COMPANY NAM£". CPP reserves the 
right not to consider companies that submit an Incorrect email subject and the incorrect fonnat of Appendix. • 
The fonnat of the required documents and relevant technical requirements which are mentioned in Minimum Requirements 
should be downloaded frOm EACOP's website 
( https:lleacop.comlopportunities-by-mailH:Onstruction-contractors/chlna-petroleum-pipeJlne-engineerllllj-CO-ltdl). 

Note: CPP will review and assess the documents provided by companies that have expressed interest in accordance with this 
EOI and conduct evaluations based on internal criteria to determine which companies will be included in the list of 
pre-qualified companies. Only the pre-qualified companies will receive. by signing a Non-Oisi:Josure Agreement (NOA). an 
invitation to bid as a continuation of the call for tender process. CPP reserves the right at its sole discretion to make the 
decision to select or rejgc~ company and maintain its decision. , ~ _ ; 


