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aBaTE RETURNS TO SCHOOL AFTER 25 YEARS 
By Emmy Alomu 

At the age of 43, Bosco 
Obote, a resident of Ogweng 
village in Alito sub-county 
in Kapelebyong district, has 
decided to return to school 
after 25 years to achieve his 
dream of becoming a medical 
doctor. 
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Unlike many of his age mates 
in the village; who are -barely 
literate, Obote attained an 
above-basic level of education 
before he dropped out in 2001. 
He sat the Uganda Certificate 
of Education exams at Obote 
Co~ege in Lira and obtained 
an aggregate of 32 in eight 
subjects, but was unable to 
continue due to may befactors 
beyond his control. 

Obote with his c:lassmates attending a sc:hool assembly. He joined Senior Five after 
sitting Senior Four in 2001 and wants to bec:ome a medlc:al doc:tor 

"I lost my parents and amidst 
financial difficulties, I dropped 
out of school and started tilling 
the land for a living," he says. 

The father of six has joined 
the rr6 Senior Five students of 
Labira Girls Secondary School 
in Obalanga town council, . 
Kapelebyong district. 

classroom and disruptions 
caused by family needs, Obote 
is performing well. At the end 
of the first term, he was one 

He has been running a tight 
daily schedule to maintain his 
performance. 

Each day, Obote wakes up at 
5:00am and goes to dig in the 
garden, usually ploughing with 
oxen, until around Tooam and 
then returns home to prepare 
for school. The school is about 
5km away from home. 

Before fuel prices shot up, 
I would ride my motorcycle 
when I was running late," he 
recalls. 

of the lOO top-performing 
students at the school. 
However,. balancing education 

In class, he prefers to sit in 
the front row to understand 
what the teacher teaches, 
,,"If I find the front row 
occupied, I take the second 
one," Obote says. 

He is not" taking things 
lightly. He is pursuing a 
combination of Biology, 
Chemistry and Agriculture. 

"My goal is to get 20 points 
.in the Uganda Advanced 
Certificate of Education 
(DACE) exams in 2027 so 
that I can become a doctor. 
I am currently a day scholar, 
but I plan to transition to 
boarding school. I will ensure 
that my wife takes care of 
my farms so that I 
concentrate on 
education," 
Obote says. 

Despite 
years of 
absence 
from the 

and farm work 
has not 

been 
easy for 
Obote. 

"I ride a bicycle and arrive 
there in less than an hour. 
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Despite the age difference, 
Obate has been able to freely 

Emmanuel Okedi, 26, considers Obote his best friend and mentor,-
appreciating his wisdom and experience navigating various life 

challenges, especially being a fami ly man. 
Okedi admires the manner in which Obote can persevere in the face 
of adversity. - ~ 
'!I want to adopt the qualities he possesses for my growth,"Okedi 
states. . 

Stephen Opio, a Senior Five Biology teacher, praises Obote as a 
well-behaved and proactive student. 

In the first term, Obote achieved a B in Biology, a C in 
Chemistry and a C in Agrrculture, earning a total of 13 

points. 
Opio believes Obote shows great promise, noting that 
he is attentive in class and has a proactive approach to 
seeking help from teachers whenever needed. 
" I regard him almost like a father figure and I 
him wholeheartedly:' Opio adds. 

Parents urged to monitor children online 
By .John Musenze 

A growing digital divide between 
parents and their children is 
emerging as a silent risk in many 
homes, with educators warning 
that young people are increasingly 
navigating the internet without 
guidance, exposing them to 
cyberbullying, online exploitation 
and harmful content. 

Speaking to the media at the event, 
Veronica Maraka, the school director, 
alongside Buganda kingdom finance 
minister Robert Waggwa Nsibirwa 
and Uganda.£lectricity Generation 
Company board chairperson Eng. 
Proscovia Njuki emphasised that 
parenting in today's world demands 
actively engaging with the digital 
spaces that children occupy. 

"Parents must stay involved, guide 
their children and ensure that none 
of us undoes what the other has 
done, especially now when children 
are exposed to so much through the 
internet and media," Maraka said. 

particularly during school holidays; 
"Our children are going to be 

home for only three weeks. Let us be 
intentional. We spend entire days at 
functions, but struggle to sit with our 
children and guide them," he said. 

Njuki warned parents to adapt so 
th.at they do not become irrelevant in 
their children's lives. 

She noted that schools ·like 
GreenhiIl have introduced restrictions 
on what students can access on 
school computers. . 

"At school, we control what 

interact with his younger 
classmates. 

"I treat my fellow students 
like siblings, my children. 
Some of them consider me ·a 
father figure," he shares. 

Reflecting on his journey 
back to school, Obote S?ys: 

. "What inspired me to return 
to school is witnessing the 
direction of education in 
Uganda. combined with my 
wife's support. In the past, 
completing Senior Four was 
considered a big achievement. 
Right now, things have 
changed. People have attained 
bigger qualifications. With the 
encouragement of my wife, I 
will seek more knowledge," he 
says. 

Like any typical student, 
Obote engages in various co­
curricular activities, including 
football, music, dance and 
drama. On April 30, 2026, 
during a welcome party for 
Senior One and Five students, 
he thrilled the audience, 
including students, parents and 
district leaders, with his guitar 
rendition of the classic song 
Sina Makosa. " 

Obote says his musical talents 
date back as far as primary 
school. 

"I am a good xylophOnist In 

I995, I received a certificate as 
the best instrumental soloist 
at the f\I.ational Theatre in 
Kampala. My passion for music 
made me learn how to playa 
guitar. I now play it and teach 
other students," he says. 

FAMilY 
Despite facing challenges in 
providing for his family and 
sourcing learning materials, 
Obote is determined to adapt 
to the new curriculum, having 
studied under the old one. 

As a day scholar, he pays 
school fees of sh348,000 per 
term. He encourages his peers, 
reminding them that education -.. 
has no endpoint. 

"The benefits are sweet, even 
if the journey is tough," he 
advises. 

About his family, Obote says: 
"Most of my children are in 
primary school, while two are 
toddlers, who are still with their 
mother. Since dropping out 
of school 25 years ago, I have 
been growing rice and maize to 
sustain my family." 

Born on June 24, I982, Obote -
is married to Sarah Amule. 
About three years ago, lfe was 
elected chief of the Otengor­
bakolang clan in Otuke 
district. -

Obote plays a guitar as his teac:her (left) and 
headteac:her, Aggrey Othleno, hold the mlc:rophone 
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The concern took centre stage as 
GreenhiIl Schools marked 32 years 
of existence during a thanksgiving 
ceremony held on May 2- 3, at the 
Kibuli campus, where educationists 
urged parents to adaptto the realities 
of digital parenting. 

~sibirwa challenged parents to 
rethink how they- spend- their time, ! _ .. 

they access. But at home, the 
responsibility shifts to the parent: If 
there are things parents don't know, 
:they need to_ learn," she said. 

The Rev. David Asllmwe leading the thanksgiving servlc:e In Klbuli on 
SaturCiay. They urged parents- to·.monitor c:hlldren's online ac:tlvitles -


