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Rise WIth Flair. In a room filled with applause at Nanjing Restaurant in Kampala, three athletes from dif­
ferent disciplines stood tall- not just as winners, but as symbols of belief, timing, arid undeniable X-factor. 

www.monitor.co.ug 

BY THE NUMBERS ' 

'X-Factor trio seize spotlight 
5: Clean sheets by NEC's 
Ssebwalunyo in April. 
2:Goals scored by goalie 
Ssebwalunyo in the month. 
2: Try assists by Aturinda in 

-Enterprise Cup semifinal 
20: Edrine Ekau's points per 
game average 

at RealSfars April Awards 
BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

- - -
FORTEBET Rn-.:-sTAR-S- . 
APRIL AWARD WINNE8S __ ' 
Foottiin: Hannington ___ _ 
Ssebwalunyo (NEC) 
R~~Alex.Aturin:tta __ 
(Stanbic Black Pirates) 

,,,-,, Basketball: Edrine Eka~u_ 
<Rezlife Saints) 
All thr~_ejjrst-tifJ]JLwinners 

T
o. here was something different 

. about the applause inside Nan­
jing Restaurant yesterday - it 

. was as much affirming than 
being mere celebratory. 

For the three athletes; Hanning­
ton Ssebwalunyo,Alex Aturinda, 
and Edrine Ekau,April was a 
month in which they dared 
to dream differently and 
shoot the skies. 

~-.. - , 

1: First Uganqan club in En­
terprise Cup final - Pirates. 

ed:Ugandan rugby has long chased 
such continental moments.Aturin­
da, it seems, is running straight into 

L them. 

: 'Moving Basket' momentum 
, On the courts, Ekau is no longer 
! just a rising name - he's a problem 

defenses are yet to solve. 
Nicknamed the "Moving Basket," 

the Rez1ife Saints guard has turned 
consistency into spectacle, Averag­
ing 20 points per game - and drop­
ping 25 to snap the unbeaten run 
of the 'Dictator' City Oilers -he is al­
ready being whispered about as 
mid-seasonMVP. 

"Teamwork has helped us be 
where we are now and we have also 

I played for each other,"Ekau said. 
"On my part, I am blessed and tal­

ented.I put in a lot ofworl<. I hope to 
get better as a person. God's timing is 
perfect timing." 

And for those who think his perfor­
mances peak onlyin big games? 

Each walked up to re­
ceIve their first-ev­
er Fortebet ·Real Stars 
Monthly Award, but 
more te1lingly, each 

Debut Honours. April's finest bask in their breakthrough moment alongside the Real Stars Awards offi­
cials.lnset is goalie Ssebwalunyo who is currently the talk oftown. PHOTOSj LNDAWULA& J. BATANUDDE 

"It's not against Oilers that I have 
performed well. I have scored 25 
points and more against other 
teams this season. Our target is to 
play deep into the playoffs and com­
pete for the championship.~ - '- carried a story of 

impact that 
stretched be­
yonq num­
bers. ' 

the work and you beCome moments of theatre. One even ; new ground. "It is good that talent is rec­
never get rec- came against his former mentor, adding . ognised.Iwish I could've shared this podi­
ognised," Sseb- narrative to nerve. . umwithmyfellownominees,"hesaidin 
walunyosaid,his "I have a lot of trust from my techni- referencetothoseheedged;DanielsOtim 
voice steady but cal team and fellow players and I have ('Ibyot:a Buffaloes) and fast-rising Prosco-

Massive moment 
Organised by the Real Stars Sports 

; Agency, led by CEO Isaac Mukasa 
and backed by Fortebet, who were 
represented by comedian Alex Mu­
hangi, and Jude Colour Solution 
whose Eron Nandawula was in at­
tendance, the awards continue to 
grow in stature since their 2018 in­
ception. 

Scoring 
goalkeeper 

reflective. r been happy to take responsibility as jus- i via Mukya1a(ThundeIbirds). 
"Thanks t o my I tified by the goals I have scored, too! The I April was a good month - it crowned 

NEC teammates like ! mental strength of our team is also super : him with recognition but more so gave 
Samson Kirya and i goodlIwanttocontinuedoingwell!" : himhistory. 

Goalkeepers are expected t9 
save.Ssebwalunyo has chosen to Ie­

- write that script. 

especially the goal- ~ In the semifinal at King's Park, Pirates 
keeping depart- p. 'h· mak stunned Kenya's Nondies 2(}-17 on April 
ment - without troates Istory er , 11, with Aturinda delivering two assists Five rQean sheetS. Two goals. And 

a presence that continues to rede- . 
fine what a: modern goalkeeper 
can be for NEe Fe. 

them I wouldn't If April had a defining rugby story,it be- : andscoringthewinningtryinaperfor-
have been a wino. longed to Aturinda and the surge of Stano' ' mance that powered Uganda's first-ev­

nertoday." bic Black Pirates. er finalist in the competition.Now; a date 
His penalties - taken i A loose forward by trade, Aturinda withKabras in Nairobi awaits onMay30. 

with the calmness of a : turned into a difference-maker when it "That game stood out for me.I also took 
seasoned striker - have : mattered most-especially in the Enter- . the Man of the Match award," he add­

: prise CUp, where Ugandan rugby found : 

But yesterday; the growth felt per­
sonal. Three different athletes and 
three different journeys. One shared 
truth -timing met preparation. "Glory and honour back to 

God. It is a blessing to be recog­
nised. Sometimes you can put in 

AndApril,in allits demands,found 
its stars. 
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BY DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 

£IFA WORLD cup _____ ._ 

ly; it was my time. I am already drawing 
pictures,"she stated with a bright face. , Luck got school nurse Karungi World Cup slot , The 27-year-old only took part in the 
draw when she turned up with a couple 
of friends to attend the Re Leve Bar first 

. year anniversary on April 11 in Fort Por­
tal town. 

2026 Tournament Details ' ies Limited (NBL) offices to confirm that 
Host countries: Canada, Mexic.o,_ . she was a lucky winner of an all-expens-
United States ' es paid trip to the USA for the Fifu World 
Oates:.June 11 - July 19_ CUp next month. "The sentiments are 
Teams~ 48 (from 6 _ . way too much,"Karungi reacted in an in-
confederations) , terview after receiving her dummy tick-
Venue: 16 (in 16 hQs.t..clties) etfromNBLmarltetingmanagerGitahi 

Wang~ and Nile Special brand man-

KAMPALA. To Patience Karungi, , ag~EricM~ . 
worlcing and living in her home town of "ljUst can't waIt t? h~d to the arrport 
Fort Portal City ofwestern district ofKa- • and move out and sIt with"the other funs 
barole is more lucrative than relocating : and wat0 the World. CUp. 
to Kampala. . . Karungi won ~e tnp after ~e~k 

She is a dedicated nurse at the famous . rn a ~oun1!Y-W1de p!Dmotion by Nile 
Mpanga Secondary School in Fort Por- S~al whi~ pulled rna ~ta16342 comO. Priceless. Karungi (2nd R) and Mulindwa (2nd L) alongside Nile Special officials 
tal and together with a colleague, they petltors, by VIrtue ofb~ two bottles after both received their dummy air tickets. PHOTO'DARREN ALLAN KYEYUNE 
mainly attend to respiratory tract infec- . at sel~ed outlets, scratching a code and 

~~, tions, malaria, diabetic cases and some scamung to enter the ~w. . calls. The saine thing happened for the I she said. "Eric had called. My whole day 
chronic illnesses of about 3500 students, But a~ally; K~gI wasn't pIcked at next seven days but she wasn't forth- was full of excitement. It was way too 

Against that background,Karungi vis- the publicrzed live draw conducted at coming. , much.Ikept asking ifit were true. I called 
its Kampala about four times a year but IWcldond? Rugby Club early last mon~. Excited & confused =~ ~ ~"was happy; she kept 
her recent trip to the east was one full of Saul Mulindwa had been the first ~. Inevitably, Malinga conducted the For Karungi, it felt like a prophecy had 
mystery and "n.nety. ner and then Betty_ Namunvu on April draw ag,,;n at NBL and Karunoi turned 

<UUU ffi cted U .LU .,. . cometopass."Lastyear,Iwasprayingto 
A day after the day school broke off 20. However,NBL 0 ces conta Na- out the WlIlll' er"lwasexcr'ted,confused 

. move abroad. I prayed and I was como. 
for first term holidays, she took a taxi at . munvu for the first mandatory 48 hours and thought maybe it was a lie. A part of ; manding. When it came up, I knew final-
3am andended\lpatthe ileBrewer- . after the draw and she never returned . mebelievedme,aDartof.rn.~dmlht~it,~ ' __ ~ 
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"I saw some ladies putting on Nile Spe­
cial t-shirts,and since I take Nile, I started. 
They talked of a promotion where you 
scratch a card and stand a chance of wino. 
ning. I put it in and that was it. I moved 
on with the night." 

She counts herself lucky to have won 
. the opportunity where NBL will cover 

the costs to the East Coast where she will 
watch matches at the MetLife Stadium 
in New Jersey and then the Lincoln fi­
nancial Field mPhiladelphia. 

"I was told the one (Namunvu) who 
was called first declined. I went to the 
Nile Special X page to check if the promo­
tion was there,"Karungireacted. 

"I have been drinking Nile Special for 
two years, they usually say Nile is for the 
men, and I usually want that one. There 
were many people who were taking Nile 
before me but it wasn't their opportuni­
ty:' Unlike Mulindwa, Karungi is not an 
ardent fan offootball ., r 
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