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Skilling: Vulnerable teenage 
mothers receive start-up kits 
N'NOYA 

By Johnisenl O~kacon 

Fifteen teenage mothers in Nwoya 
district have received sewing 
m.achii:les as start-up kits after 
completing a one-year tailoring 
cOurse, giving them a new 
opportunity .. for self-reliance and 
economic stability. 

The sewing machines were donated 
by the Rotary Club of America to 
support vulnerable young women, 
many of whom dropped out of 
school due to early pregnancies 
and struggled to raise children with 
limited resources. 

"As 1 was doing this tailoring course, 
1 had already started a small business 
hub in Gulu city," said Prisca Nyeko, 
one of the beneficiaries. 1 used to hire 
a sewing machine at a monthly cost of 
shlO,OOO to support my studies and 
my child. This new sewing machine 
will help me earn more." 

Teenage mothers in Nwoya district pose with their new sewing machines donated to as startup kits 

Nyeko, who also completed a 
bakery course, 'said she had already 
started earning money dunng school 
holidays and now hopes to expand. 

"I plan to start my own shop and 
a boutigue in the city, where 1 will 
employ other girls and train them in 
both bakery and taiJoring so they. can 
also earn a living," she said. -

Alfred Ocaci, the LC 1 chairperson 
of Bigur village in Langol parish, 
Paminyai sub-county, said many 
teenage mothers in the area . face 
similar hardships. He explained 
that vocational training is helping 
transform lives. 

"If these teenage mothers are 

empowered with skills, they can be 
self-reliant, start small businesses that 
provide daily income," he said. 

He thanked the government for 
initiating such programmes, adding 
that skilling has curbed cases of theft 
and domestic violence among young 
families. 

Alice Lamunu, a member of the 
Rotary Club of Des Moines and 
Normandy Park in the US, said the 
beneficiaries were selected based on 
vulnerability. 

"Our support is meant to help lift 
them out of household poverty by 
enabling them to earn income and 
sustain their families." Lamunu said. 

A Ugandan based in the US and 
Executive Director of Voices of 

« 
The sewing macbines 
were donated by 
the DIary Club of 
America to support 
vulnerable young 
women. 

~ Children's Faith in northern Uganda, 
Lamunu, said the initiative aims to 

provide vocational skills and tools 
for income generation. 

She added that similar 
programmes will soon be extended 
to boys to get them off the streets in 
the Acholi sub-region. 

Holy Moses Ojok, the vice­
chairperson of Nwoya district local 
government, described the support 
as timely. 

"There are many child mothers in 
the district who need such skills to 
become self-reliant," Ojok said. 

He said the district is addressing 
youth unemployment through the 
Presidential Initiative on · Skilling 
Youth implemented at the Oding 
Presidential Skilling Hub in Gulu 
district. 

Refugees in Koboko decry limited income opportunities 
KOBOKO 

. . 
Self-settled . refugees in Koboko 
munjdphlitY. commonly referred 
to as. ' urban refugees, have raised 
conceJ'l1s over limited access to 
income-generating opportunities, 
saying the situation is making it 
increasingly difficult to sustain their 
livelihoods. 

The concerns emerged during a 
participatory stakeholders' forum 
organised by the South Sudanese 
Refugee Association (SSURA) at 
Country Motel in Koboko. 

According to .a study conducted by 
SSURA under the Local Leadership 
East African Return and Re­
integration Network (LLEARN), only 
32% of urban refugees in Koboko 
are engaged in income-generating 

Dankan Onzima . 
activities, while 68% survive mainly 
through dependency. Dankan 
Onzirna, team leader at SSURA, 
said the disparities in economic 
integration continue to leave many 
refugees vulnerable. 

"The high variations in economic 
integration mean that a significant 
number of refugees are struggling 
to meet basic needs and remain 
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Maridoshe Kambale 

economically excluded," he noted. 
Onzirna added that, unlike refugees . 

in gazetted settlements, urban 
refugees receive no food aid or 
financial support from NGOs. 

A recent survey by VNG 
International sb.ows that more than 
24,000 refugees have settled in 
Koboko, increasing pressure for 
sustairiable economic inclusion. 

Maridoshe Kambale, a Congolese 
refugee living in KobokO, described 
the harsh conditions many face. 

"Low-income opportunities have 
forced many of us into overcrowded 
housing, surviving on one meal a day, 
and failing to support our children's 
education," he said. 

Kennedy Batali, a South Sudanese 
refugee, blamed policy barriers, 
saying strict conditions for business 
registration and access to soft loans 
limit refugees from engaging in 
productive activities . 

Koboko Municipality Town Clerk 
Patrick Ogweng acknowledged the 
challenge, but said refugees are being 
integrated into municipal plans, 
including allocation of market stalls. 

Resident District Commissioner, 
Emmy Mitala, urged the private sector 
and development partners to support 
refugees through skills training and 
financial assistance. 

J1Jtlus Mugisa 

MP, Electoral 
Commission taken to 
court over alleged poll 
irregularities 
MASINOI 

By Yosam Gucwak-i 

Julius Mugisa, who finished 
second in the January 15 
parliamentary election for Buruli 
county in Masindi district, has 
filed an election petition at 
Masindi High Court challenging 
the outcome of the poll. 

Mugisa, through Mwesigwa 
Rukutana and Company 
Advocates, filed Election Petition 
No. 001/2026, citing alleged 
irregularities in the voting 
process, transmission of results 
and declaration of the winner. 

"We have a good case with 
overwhelming evidence. This is an 
incorruptible case and it is going 
to be a point of reference," Mugisa 
said. Seven candidates contested 
for the Buruli parliamentary seat. 
Ronald Aled Akugizibwe, the 
NRM candidate, was declared the 
winner with 13,321 votes, followed 
by Mugisa, an independent. with 
11,087 votes . . 

Zacheaus Mwetegya, also 
independent, got 1,326 votes, 
while Patrick Ongei of the 
Democratic Front polled 635 
votes. Others were Dr Fred 
Barongo (independent) with 
335 votes, Ismail Nyakoojo 
(independent) with 229 votes and 
Fredrick Banage of FOC with 222 
votes. Shortly after the January 
elections, Mugisa accused 
Akugizibwe's camp of voter 
intimidation, bribery and pre­
ticking of ballot papers allegedly 
intercepted in Katuugo, Kisindizi, 
and Alimugonza villages. 

"Why did the Electoral 
Commission (EC) refuse to display 
the results from only 10 polling 
stations out of 141 in Buruli 
County. We want EC chairperson 
Simon Byabakama to intervene," 
he appealed. 

Masindi High Court. which 
handles election petitions from 
Masindi and Kiryandongo districts, 
has so far received two petitions. 
Former Kibanda South MP Jack 
Oduru has 'also petitioned the 
court, challenging the victory of 
Jacob Karubanga over alleged 
electoral malpractice. 
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