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The Devil Wears Prada 
returns in sequel 
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ABDALLAH MBAJJA 

Pay attention to what 
your child does online 

The Devil Wears Prada (2006) was a surprise hit, 
mak:ii1g $326 million on a $35 million budget. Based 
on a 2003 novel of the same name (written by 
Lauren Weisberger), it followed Anne Hatha:vay's 
Andy, an aspiringjoymalist, who stumbles into 

ABDALLAH MBAJJA 

The internet is as ~gerous as it is 
wonderful. Social media exposes your . 
children to concepts and ideas they would 
never encounter within their day-to-day 
lives. 

. the fashion arena. She is forced to tolerate the 
industry's shallow sensibilities and her boss's 
tyrannical behaViour. ;.. . 

In the original film, Andy left Miranda Priestly 
(Meryl Streep) to forge a new path for herself 
after realizing that she was unwilling to adopt the 
cutthrQat tactics required to succeed in the fashion 
industry. 

During my school days, most children gave 
the same set of answers to every adult who 
asked what careers they wanted to pursue as 
adults: doctor, lawyer, engineer, and teacher. 

Today, you are going to hear, soccer Player, 
animator, violonist, game deSigner, and the 
like. The internet has opened children's eyes 
to a whole new world of possibilities. 

In the sequel, the pair are reunited after Andy's 
entire newsroom is abruptly fired and Miranda's 
boss forces her to hire Andy. Miranda and Andy 
must evolve in a landscape that rejects print media 

Unfortunately, it has also imported 
threats that the current crop of parents is 
ill-equipped to defend against, and internet 
cults are probably the worst of the bunch. 

much more susceptible children are to such 
techniques. 

That level of attention compels them to 
trust these online strangers. This allows 
those strangers to do two things. First, 
they will collect personal information from 
the child (full name, home address, phone 
number, parents' names, etc). 

The film has been well-received thus far (79 
percent critic rating and 88 percent audience 
score). Critics have compared the sequel to a visit 
with old friends. 

While the movie fails to recapture the humour, 
whimsy, and magic of its predecessor, it still tells a 
competent story with fresh twists and turns. 

You can watch The Devil Wears Prada 2 in . 
cinem~ today. 

Most people think that sexual' predators 
are the biggest danger prowling the internet. 

However, internet cults are far worse. But 
before I tell you why, let me first explain 
how they work. 

Secondly, they will expose the child to 
content of a violent and sexual nature. The 
goal is to desensitize them to that type 
of content to the point where the child 
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Cults find your teens and pre-teens on 
popular platforms like Telegram, Twitch, 
Steam, YouTube, and Roblox (yes, that 
Roblox that your five-year-old can't stop 
obsessing over). Sometimes, they·target 
minors who have discussed their mental 
health challenges and struggles online 
because they are more vulnerable to -

, is willing to record and share their own 
sexual content (mostly explicit images of 
themselves) . 

manipulation. . 
Then they love-bomb these individuals, 

essentially showing them so much affection, 
kindness, and care that your child cannot 
help but drop their guard If adults fall prey 
to love bombing all the time, im.agine how 

For some predators, the second step is 
unnecessary. Wmning the child's trust 
through love bombing is enough to coerce 
them into sharing explicit content. And then 
the abuse begins. By this point, the predator 
has moved the conversation to a private 
communication platform. 

The predator will extort the victim, forcing 
them to perform shameful acts. If they 
resist, the predator threatens to share the 
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Plo.tfonn Decay by Martha Wells (coming out 
May 5) is the 8th installment in a sci-fi series 
(Murderbot Diaries) about an enslaved android 
that gains its freedom and claims to hate 
humans, but it cannot stop saving them. 

Most Murderbot novels are standalone 
books, but you won't appreciate the changes 
in the protagonist"'s awtude and personality 
if you don't know what happened in previous 
installments. 

Plo.tform Decay finds Murderbot and Three 
(another security unit) on a mission to rescue 
children from a space station orbiting a 
decimated planet. 

Like previous Murderbot books, the heart 
and soul of this book lies in the humorous 
interactions between Murderbot, who 
struggles with 'crippling social anxiety, and the 
inquisitive humans around him. 

The Franchise by Thom~ Elrod (May 12) is 
an adult fantasy novel about an author who 
can't believe his luck when a publisher agrees 
to serialize his book on a whim. Years later, 
the book becomes a blockbuster success, and 
Ho.llywood comes knocking. They want to . 
buy the rights "to a possible adaptation. 

The author r~{use~. He won't relinquish 

control over his intellectual property. 
However, the author eventually dies, and his 
son is more than happy to cash Hollywocxi's 
cheques. 

No.w, none of that sounds like fantasy until 
you read the novel and realize that part of it 
follows characters living inside the author's 
fantasy novel: primarily a young queen tasked 
with prote~ her kingdom from a dragon 
and the dark tidings it portends. Most of the 
novel's characters don't realize that their. 
world is fiction. But some of them know the 
truth. 

The Franchise has received mixed reviews. 
Some critics have praised the author for 
blending The Truman Shaw with Westworld, 
Th~ Village, and Game of Thrones. However, 
others feel like he tried to juggle too many 
ideas at once. 

The Last Contract OfIsako by Fonda Lee- The Last Contract of Isako is a mixed bag. 
(May 5) is exactly what it sounds like. Isako is The synopsis paints the picture of an action-
a so-vear-old Samurai with bad knees, aching packed romp in which Isako carves a bloody 

J path through the assassins and operatives 
hips, and a foul mouth who. wants to follow sent to foil her investigation. 
her long-time client into retirement. book . f . I d 

But then she is offered one last mission: But the is more 0 a qUlet, sow-pace 
to stop Sandbar Uchi from]' ouung" SoCon sci-fi mystery populated by cold, emotionally 

detached characters. Many critics and 
GasPro's Board of Directors, a ~k ~at pits reviewers could not bring themselves to care 
the so-called c9rpora~e ~amural agamst ~ ' about ... be . llin b' . 
co~panytha gove . F~{f et.., ,- ~ .' r.' :_ri ''';-'>'l ~mm :hJro ~ecnves. 

explicit content the child already provided 
with the child's friends and family. 

CBe News has a 20.25 article, which 
chronicles the trials of Is-year-old Trinity, 
who went so far as to carve symbols (with 
a knife) into the skin on her stomach, 
including a swastika and the names of her 
abusers. ~ 

That is a common request from 
predators. Victimized children will cut 
and bum their bodies, perform sexual 
acts, torture family pets, and even end 
their lives on camera Why? Because the 
predator is an administrator running a 
platform with hundreds, thousands, and 
even hundreds of thousands of members 
who sign up expressly to watch that 
coment. . 

That raises a question. How can an adult 
be so depraved as to abuse vulnerable 
children? Well, that is the shocking bit I 
mentioned earlier that makes internet 
cults far worse. Trinity (the Is-year-old girl 
I mentioned above) was victimized by the . 
so-called 764 cult. 

They eventually arrested Bradley 
Cadenhead, who created 764 in 2020 when 
he was 15. This is why internet cults are 
so sinister. Most of the time, children are 
targeting and victimizing other children, 
which is why their tactics are so effective. 

They know what it takes to break and 
manipulate a fellow child. 

So once again, I urge you to pay close 
attention to your child's online activities. 
Don't assume that gaming platforms 
such as Roblox and Steam are secure 
simply because they keep promoting 
the safeguards they have put in place to 
protect users. 

Predators won't abuse your child on 
those platforms. Instead, they will use 
Twitch and Roblox to identify and then 
lead their victims to the darker comers of 
the internet. 
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The Republic Of Memory by Mahmud EI 
Sayed (May 5) takes readers 200 years 
into the future. The Safina is a city ship 
transporting the remnants of Old Earth 
(kept in cryostasis) and the generations that 
came after (born on the city ship) to 11 new 
habitable world. 

The crew has one mission: to get their cargo 
to its destination in one piece. However, 
the newer generations are starting to rebel. 
They don't understand why the crew. is 
expending so many resources .to protect their 
ancestors, whom no one even cares about or 
remembers. 

More than that, they are starting to question 
why Admin holds so much authority over so 
many people. 

Some critics have compared Mahmud's 
novel to The Expanse because of the intricacy 
of the world he built; the different languages, 
traditions, and subcultures that exist on 
the city ship, most of which are futuristic 
variations of what exists today. 

The author uses multiple POVs.to paint 
a vivid picture of the diverse lifestyles that 
thrive and clash on the Safina 

And that should do for now. Happy reading! 

. katmic2oo@gmazlcom 
•• ? j. 1'1' f _ 


