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LIONS CLUB GLOBAL 
LAUDS UGANDKS 
CHILD CANCER CARE 
~X .. ~~~~.~:~"" .. U.I~~,~~ " .... family and friends, creating emotional 

distress that can slow recovery. 
A bright, Colourful play area has been 
unveiled at Mulago National Referral 
Hospital. redefining how childhood 
cancer is treated in Uganda, with 
Lions Club International leaders and 
local specialists hailing it as a critical 
step toward healing not just the body, 
but the mind. 

lhere is strong evidence that play 
therapy is a powerful psychosocial 
intervention;" Zungu said. "Through 
activities such as drawing, storytelling, 
puzzles, and creative expression, 
children reduce anxiety, improve their 
mood and cope better with treatment." 

Officials watching children diagnosed with cancer play in the Aruna Abhey Oswal Children's playground 
at the Oncology department of Mulago National Referral Hospital in Kampala, yesterday 

The facility, established within the 
hospital's oncology department, was 
officially inaugurated yesterday, It 
was developed through a partnership 
between Lions Clubs International, 
the Global HOPE Programme and 
Mulago Hospital, with support from 
Lions past international director 
Aruna Abhey Oswal. . 

The play area is designed to provide 
a safe and child-friendly space where 
young cancer patients can play and 
momentarily escape the demanding 
aspects of cancer treatment. 

PLAY IS IMPORTANT THERAPY 
Speaking during the launch, 
paediatric haemato-oncologist Dr 
Jennifer Zungu emphasised that play 
is not a luxury, but an essential part 
of therapy for children battling cancer. 

She explained that hospitalisation 
often isolates childr~n from school, 

According to her, the newly 
established space has been carefully 
designed with therapeutic toys and 
interactive features to encourage 
emotional expression and social 
interaction among patients. 

"When a child plays, they 
momentarily step away from being 
patients and return to being children," 
she said, adding that laughter and 
creativity can be as important as 
medicine in the healing process, 

Experts at the event highlighted that 
children diagnosed with cancer face 
extraordinary emotional and physical 
challenges, including prolonged 
isolation and anxiety brought on by 
intensive medical procedures. 

Prof. Murali Krishna, a surgical 
oncologist, noted that a cancer 
diagnosis often robs children of their 
childhood for months or even years. 

"Treatment alone is not enough. 
We must also care for their menta~ 

ACKGROUND 
Lions Club District 
4118 Uganda currently 
comprises 67 clubs with 
more than 2,700 members,' 
Leaders say efforts are 
underway to expand 
membership and establish a 
second district to enhance 
service delivery nationwide. 

well-being," he said, pointing out 
that hospital environments can be 
intimidating for children. 

STAKEHOLDER REMARKS 
For Oswai, whose contribution made 
the project possible, the initiative is 
deeply personal. 

"As a parent, seeing a child smile 

means everything," she said. "If 
we can bring joy or even save one 
life, then we have done something 
meaningfuL" 

She urged stakeholders to safeguard 
the facility and called for expanded 
partnerships to replicate similar 
projects across the country, stressing 
that collaboration is key to serving 
humanity effectively. 

Second vice-president of Lions 
International Dr Manoj Shah praised 
the medical teams at Mulago for 
their dedication and compassion, 
describing their work as exceptional. 

"As the world advances, this is 
becoming one of the most critical 
areas in hospital treatment," Shah 
said, adding that reducing stress 
among young patients ultimately 
makes clinical care more effective. 

District 411B Governor Allen Tush 
Naturinda commended Oswal for her 

vision, noting that such ideas require 
empathy and a deep understanding of 
children's needs. 

Mulago Hospital executive director 
Dr Rosemary Byanyima said the 
partnership on the project has evolved 
from training medical personnel 
to transforming patient care more 
broadly. 

She acknowledged that medicine 
alone is not sufficient, and that holistic 
approaches are necessary. 

The hospital committed to 
maintaining the play centre and 
equipping it with educational content 
to further support patients during 
their stay. 

The visiting delegation also toured 
the Lions Sustainable Nutrition 
Project at Mwanamugirnu Ward 
within the hospital complex, which 
focuses on improving nutrition among 
vulnerable children. 

The Government is 
Considering changes to its 
bOirowing procedures for road 
inft'astructure financing in a 
bid to reduce delays in project 
implementation. 

Govt moves to overhaul road financing model to cut delays 
. Under the proposed 
approach, road projects would 
be structured to include 
dedicated components for 

. the compensation of project­
affected persons, alongside 
other preparatory costs such 
as right-of-way acquisition and 
utility relocation. 

The development was 
disclosed byworks and transport 
minister Gen. Edward Katumba 
Wamala while speaking during 
an inter-ministerial committee 
meeting on Greater Kampala 
Metropolitan Area Urban 
Development Programme 
convened by the Office of the 
President at Golden Tulip Hotel 
in Kampala on Monday. 

PAST LESSONS 
The reform comes against the 
backdrQP of p'~rsisten1 d~l.ays in ­
infrastructur~ proj~. ~. 1, > 

Currently, when securing 
loans, the Government is 
required to provide separate 
funding for related expenses, 
including compensation, 
,acquisition of right of way, and 
relocation of utilities. 

However, this arrangement 
has at times proved difficult 
due to competing budget 
priorities, contributing to slow 
implementation. 

The meeting, chaired by 
Minister for Kampala Capital 
City and Metropolitan Affairs 
Minsa Kabanda brought 
together other leaders including 
State Minister for Kampala 
Kabuye Kyofatogabye, State 
Minister for Energy Opolot 
Okasai and deputy Inspector 
General of Government Patricia 
Ochan. 

For example, while the ROAD WORKS PROGRESS 
Minister Katumba Wamala 

Busega- Mpigi Expressway was During the event, it was noted DrTUJrnl TUr 
launched in 2020 at a cost of that more than 100km of IK I 'nun 1(11; 
about ~h547b, its construction roads in Greater Kampala are 
cost has more than doubled currently under construction. 
to over sh 12 trillion, driven by According to Kabanda, the 
land acquisition challenges and programme is ' about 85% 
funding constraints. complete, with the Government 

"It is preferable that if you expressing confidence that 

o The reform comes 
against the backdrop of 
persistent delays In 
infrastructure projects. 

borrow money, it should be a targets will be achieved despite espedally electrical cables 
full package. We have done earlier setbacks. and internet lines. They are 
this an the Namagumba- "We have talked about the right affecting progress, but we have 
Sironko road and it has worked of way and the procurement agreed to work together with 
well. This approach will help process, which sometimes those entities to address the 
minimise pelays on projects," delays implementation, as remaining chqll5lpges," she saiA . • 
Geij. Wam~a ~~~. ; J I I • ~ jWell ~ utilities reiocatiQn - ,"' A JlIPPesi -ltWOrt ~~9.l~t~ I 

that 107km of roads are 
under construction, while 
works on- an additional 13km 
have commenced following 
procurement. 

UTILITIES RELOCATION 
Officials identified utility 
relocation and right-of-way 
acquisition as major bottlenecks 
affecting urban infrastructure 
delivery. 

Monica Edemechu Ejua, an 
undersecretary in the Ministry 
of Kampala Capital City and 
Metropolitan Affairs, said 
many of Kampala's utilities 
were installed decades ago 
when the dty was planned for 
about 50,000 residents. Today, 
the metropolitan population 
has grown to over 6.2 million, 
placing heavy pressure on 
ageing infrastructure. 

"In the process of relocating 
these utilities, we have found 
th?t the costs are. eX9rbitantly 
~ ~ \\lquJd ~~~ ~e inter-

ministerial committee to 
pronounce itself so that we have 
standatd estimates for utility 
relocation depending on the 
locality," she said. 

Ejua added that the 
Government has engaged 
multiple stakeholders, including 
electridty companies, water 
distributors, local governments, 
and telecom operators to 
improve coordination. 

FUNDING MODEL 
The GKMA Urban 
Development programme is' 
being implemented under 
the World Bank's Programme 
for Results Financing, which 
links disbursement of funds to 
verified performance outcomes. 

So far, about sh817b has been 
mobilised, largely through" ~ 
credit financing, supplemented 
by grants. 

Beyond roads, the programme 
also includes dev~lopment o( 11 
markets to boost trade. 


