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Dear academia, stop ]
playing Al detective ]
was a time when mncebetweenasmdentml(am
the calculator en- palaand onein arural district,
tered our classrooms between thelecture theatreand \
and was treated like astudent lying on hisbed witha
amathematical sin. Teachers smartphone.
feared it would “destroy men- Most educators cannow see
tal arithmetic", as though the this shift and understand the
future depended on long di- potential of AL but many are I
vision. still quietly waiting for policy di- C
Numbers were suffered, not rection. C
solved.Before that,even the Theresult is not resistance, but €
computer was resisted,anin- apause.A kind of institution- ik
truder threatening thetypewrit-  alstillness where the safest de- I
erthat noblemachinethatcon- cision becomes nodecision at t
sumedribbonsand patiencein - all. Yet education has never pro-
equal measure. Yet neitherde- gressed by waiting for perfect S
stroyed learning,. They sirhply clarityWhile institutions hesi- T
amplified it. Today Al standsin tate,students are already adapt- i
that same familiar academic ing Theriskisnolonger misuse: \
and public courtroom,accused Itisinaction.By now; Al tutoring S
of making thinking too easy. must be presenting itselfin your i
However, thereal issueisnot mind as a great equaliser;1 agree. I
AlTtiswhat the Alis exposing. But history suggests amore com- s
For decades,educationinUgan-  plicated pattern. Every technol-
da,like much of the world, has ogy framed as democratising v
been organised around outputs:  tends to benefit those already f
essays,exams,and assignments.  advantaged first. v
These werereliable signals of ef- The gap often widens before C
fort and understanding when it narrows.Based on UBOS and E
information was scarce and li- the Ministry of ICT and national t
brary access cards were vogue. guidance, Uganda's digital land- t
That worldisfading Whenastu-  scapemakes this especially visi-
dent can now generate struc- ble.Fewer than 15 percent of Tu- 1
tured responsesinseconds,out-  ralschools have access to com- S
putisnolonger proof oflearn- puters or reliable internet,com- S
ing.Itis,atbest,astartingpoint. ~ pared toroughly 65 percent g
Yetthereis aninchingtempta- * inurbanschools.Only about t
tioninacademiatoframeAlin  aquarter ofinternet usersen- S
day-to-day education as aform gagein it for academic purpos- T
. es,while the majority useit for S
. s social networking.In some ru- 2
The future of mlmgmm t
AR aslow as 13 percen er I
educ.atlon‘m disparities deepening the divide. i
Ut andawﬂlnot In other words,the conversa-
be defined by g;)gnabmltAImeducanonlstak :
place on uneven ground.
hOW IOW AI has IfUgandan academiaistore- J
penetrated OUl'  spondmeaningfullyAlfluen-
educatlon sys- - cycannot beleft tochance.In
: fact,our Ministry of Education ]
: - should be setting a régional pace
tohave Al taught deliberately 3
rather than cuddling the hesi-
tation. This means integrating
toolsintolearning notisolat-
ing them.It means mechanisms E
that teach students to question s
AlLidentify gaps,and recognise I
limitations.It shifts the cycle to t
use ALquestion it,refine think- g
- ing,and build judgement. With- t
out this, Al becomes a shortcut. I
of cheating and,hence,a quiet With it, Al becomes a mirror of t
racetotameit.Newtoolsarrive,  thestudent's potential. )i
and theresponseis predictable, Aseducators,thereal taskis t
especially from the‘old guard”: not tobecome better Al detec- E
new rules,stricter policies,and tives.Itis tobecomebetter de-
sophisticated detectionmecha-  signers oflearning. Because the i
nisms.From pre-primaryhome-  future of educationin Uganda v
work to university coursework,  will not bedefined by how low i
the cycleignites: ban,restrict, Alhas penetrated oureduca- I
police,and detect. tion system, but by how wisely T
For Uganda, thisis an oppor- weintegrate it and how we shift s
tunitynot a race.For years,our from rewarding answers to cul- €
educationsystemhasoperated  tivatingjudgement and from T
at adisadvantage,with limited enforcing compliancetoena- s
access toup-to-date materials, bling thinking. The question s t
overstretched teachers,andune-  nolonger whether Albelongs
vendistribution of resourcesbe-  in our classrooms. It already t
tweenurbanandruralschools.  does.The questionis whether b
Alchanges that equation fun- our classrooms belongin an Al y
damentally Tt collapses the dis- world. T
by
I""‘mmm , department of geomatics 11;
Makerere University. =
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